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PREFACE. 


O illuftrate the following poem, 

to vindicate the ſubject from the 
ne of improbability, and to ſhew 
by the concurring evidence of the beſt 
hiſtorians, that ſuch diſintereſted public 
virtue did once exift, I have thought, it 
would. not be improper to prefix tha 
ſubſequent narration. 


WII Darius, the father of Xerxes, 
was yet on the throne of Perſia, Cleo- 
8 menes 


© THE PREFACE. 
menes and Demaratus were kings in La- 
cedæmon, both deſcended from Hercu- 
les. Demaratus was unfortunately ex- 
pos'd by an uncertain. rumour, which 
render'd his legitimacy ſuſpected, to the 
malice and trechery of his colleague, 
who had conceiv d a perſonal reſentment 
againſt him; for Cleomenes, taking ad- 
vantage of this report, perſuaded the 
Spartans to examine into the birth of 
Demaratus, and refer the difficulty to 
the oracle of Delphi; and was aſſiſted 
in his perfidious deſigns by a near rela- 
| tion of Demaratus, nam'd Leutychides, 
who aſpir d to ſucceed him in his dig- 
nity. Cleomenes found means to cor- 
rupt t the prieſteſs of Delphi, who de- 
clar d Demaratus not legitimate. Thus 
by the baſe practices of his colleague, 
Cleomenes, and of his kinſman, Leuty- 
chides, Demaratys was expell'd from 


his 


4 ks 
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his regal office in. the commonwealth, 
a Lacedzmonian, diſtinguiſh” din ation 
and counſel, and the only king of Sparta, 
YZ who by obtaining the Olympic prize in 


the chariot-race had i increas 'd the luſtre "7 


of his country. He went into voluntary 
baniſhment, and, retiring to Aſia, was 
there protected by Darius; while Leu- 
tychides ſucceeded. to the regal autho- 
rity in Sparta. Upon the death of Cleo- 
mones Leonidas became king, Who 
rul'd in conjunction with this Leuty- 
chides, when Xerxes, the ſon of Da- 
rius, invaded Greece.. The number of 
land and naval forces, which accom- 
panied that monarch, together with the 
ſervants, women, and other uſual atten- 
dants on the army of an eaſtern prince, 
amounted. to upwards of five millions, 
as reported by Herodotus, who wrote 
within a few years after the event, and, 
A4 publicly 


vii THE PREFACE. 
publicly recited his hiſtory at the Olym- 
pic games. In this general aſſembly not 


only from Greece itſelf, but from every. 
part of the world, wherever a colony of 


Grecians was planted, had he greatly 


exceeded the truth, he muſt certainly 
have been detected, and cenſur'd bj 


ſome among ſo great a multitude ; and 


ſuch a voluntary falſhood muſt have en- 


tirely deſtroy'd that merit and authority, 
which have procur'd to Herodotus the 
veneration of all poſterity, with the ap- 
pellation of the father of hiftory. On 


the firſt news of this attempt on their 
liberty a convention, compos'd of depu- 


ties from the ſeveral ſtates of Greece, 


was immediately held at the Iſthmus of 
Corinth to confult on proper meaſures 


for the public ſafety. The Spartans 


alſo ſent meſſengers to enquire of the 


oracle at. Delphi into the. event of the 


war, 
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THE PREFACE. ix 
7 war, who return'd with an anſwer from 
t 3 the prieſteſs of Apollo, that either a. | 
a king, deſcended from Hercules, muſt 
die, or Lacedæmon would be entirely 
deſtroy d. Leonidas immediately offer d 
to ſacrifice his life for the preſervation 
8 b of Lacedæmon; and, marching to 
3 © Thermopylz, poſſeſs d himſelf of that 
important paſs with three hundred of 
bis countrymen ; who with the forces. 
of ſome other cities in the Peloponneſus, : 
together with the Thebans, Theſpians, = 
and the troops of thoſe. ſtates, which 
| adjoin'd to Thermopylæ, compos d art 
army of near Gyn agar; men. MAHAL 


f f XERxXES was now era ed, as 4 Kr 
5 as Theſſalia; when hearing, that a wall 
5 body of Grecians was aſſembled at Ther- 
0 $3 mopylæ, with ſome Lacedæmonians at 
a | tee head, and among the reft Leoni- 
T A 1 | das, 
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das, a deſcendant of Hercules, he diſ- 
patch d a fingle horſeman before to ob- 
\ ſerve their numbers, and diſcover their 
deſigns. When this Horſeman ap- 
a d, he could not take a view of 
the whole camp, which lay conceal'd 
behind a rampart, formerly rais'd by the 
1 Phocians at the entrance of Thermo- 
WM ; pylæ on the fide of Greece ; ſo that his 
| whole attention was engag'd by. thoſe, 
HY "who, were on guard before the wall, 
and who at that inſtant chanc d to be 

: the 1 Lacedæmonians. Their manner 
and geſtures greatly aſtoniſh'd the Per- 
fian. Some were amuling themſelves 
in gymnaſtic exerciſes; ; others were 
5 combing their hair; and all diſcover d 
. diſregard of him, whom they 
= - Tuffer'd. to depart, and report to Xerxes, | 
what he had ſeen: which appearing to 
tht, e quite ridiculous, he ſent for 
Dema- 
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THE. PREFACE. xi 


2 Demaratus, who was with him in the 


camp, and requir'd him to explain this 
X ſtrange behaviour of his countrymen: | 


Demaratus inform'd him, that it was a 


A cuſtom among the Spartans to comb 


1 down and adjuſt their hair, -when they 
were determin'd to fight till the laſt 
extremity.  Xerxes notwithſtanding 
in the confidence of his power ſent 
ambaſſadors to the Grecians to demand” 
their arms, to bid them diſperſe, and 
become his friends and allies ; which 
propoſals being receiv'd with diſdain, 
he commanded the Medes and Ciſſians 
to ſeize on the Grecians, and bring 
them alive into his preſence. Theſe 
nations immediately attack'd the Gre- 
cians, and were ſoon repuls'd with great 
ſlaughter; freſh troops ſtill ſucceeded; 
but with no better fortune, than the 
firſt, being oppos'd to. an enemy not. 
only 
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only ſuperior in valour and refolution, © i 
but who had the advantage of diſcipline, 
and were furniſh'd with better arms 
both offenſive and defenfive. 


PLUTARCH in his Laconic apo- 
thegms. reports, that the Perſian king 
offer d to inveſt Leonidas with the ſove- 
reignty of Greece, provided he would 
join his arms to thoſe of Perſia, This 
offer was too conſiderable a condeſcen- 
fion to have been made before a trial of 
their force, and muſt therefore have 
been propos d by Xerxes after ſuch a 
ſeries of ill ſucceſs, as might probably 
have depreſs d the inſolence of his tem- 
per; and it may be eaſily admitted, 
that the virtue of Leonidas was proof 
againſt any temptations of that nature. 
Whether this be a fact, or not, thus 
much is certain, that Xerxes was re- 

„„ 
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| ] | ducd to extreme difficulties by this re- 


ſolute defence of Thermopylæ; till he 


vas extricated from his diſtreſs by a 
3 | Mal ian , nam'd Epialtes, who conduct- 
ed twenty thouſand of the Perſian army 
into Greece through a paſs, which lay 
higher up the country among the moun- 
tains of Oeta: whereas the paſſage at 

Thermopylæ was ſituated on the ſea- 
ſhore between thoſe mountains and the 
= Malian bay. The defence of the up- 


| | | per paſs had been committed to a thou- 


fand Phocians, who upon the firſt fi ght 
of the enemy inconfiderately abandon d 
their ſtation, and put themſelves in array 
upon a neighbouring eminence; but 
che Perſians wiſely avoided an engage- 
ment, and with the utmoſt expedition c 
march d to Thermopylæ. 


LEONI= 
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— 


- Leon1DAs no ſooner receiv'd infor- 
mation, that the Barbarians had paſs d 
the mountains, and would ſoon be in a 9 
] ſituation to ſurround him, than he com- 
1 manded the allies to retreat, reſerving the 1 
= three hundred Spartans, and four. hun- A 
il dred Thebans, whom, as they follow'd 
i him with reluctance at firſt, he now | 
"0 compell'd to ſtay. But the Theſpians, 
whoſe number amounted to ſeven; hun- 
dred, would not be perfuaded by Leo- 
ll nijdas to forfake him. Their commander 
was Demophilus, and the moſt eminent 
amongſt them for his valour was Di- 
thyrambus, the ſon of Harmatides. 
Among the Lacedæmonians the moſt 
Wl |: conſpicuous next to Leonidas was Die- 
WW. neces, who being told, that the multi- 
Wil |- 
1 tude of Perſian arrows would obſcure 
| the ſun, replied, the battle would then 
1 bee in the ſhade. Two brothers, nam'd i 
| 4: Wes | Alpheus i 
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| Alpheus 1 ee are fo 002-42 
for their valour, and were Lacedemo- 
4 nians. 5 Megiſtias a prieſt, by birth an 
Acarnanian, and held in high honor at 
Sparta, refus'd to deſert Leonidas, though 

3 entreated by him to conſult his ſafety ; ; 
but ſent away his only ſon, and remain'd 


} [himſelf behind to die with the La 


9 monians. 


* 


Hrnoporus relates, that fd 
drew up his men in the broadeſt part of 
Thermopylæ z where, being encom- 
paſs'd by the Perſians, they fell with 
great numbers of their enemies: but 
Plutarch, Diodorus Siculus, and others 
affirm, that the Grecians attack d the 
very camp of Xerxes in the night. Both 
theſe diſpoſitions are reconcileable to 
probability. He might have made an 
attack on the Perſian camp in the night, 

and 


— 
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ji and in the morning withdrawn his forces 

back to Thermopylz, where they would 

be enabled to make the moſt obſtinate 
= refiſtance, and fell their lives upon the 

_ © deareſt terms. The action is thus de- 

* ſcribed by Diodorus. The Grecians, 
© - 

| 


having now rejected all thoughts of 
_«« ſafety, preferring glory to life, una- 
d njmouſly call'd on their general to 
q lead them againſt the Perſians, before 
* they could be appris'd, that their 
_« friends had paſs'd round the moun- 
e tains. Leonidas embrac'd the occa- | 
* ſion, which the ready zeal of his ſol- 
* diers afforded, and commanded them 
_« forthwith to dine, as men, who were 
« to ſup in Elyfium. Himſelf in con- 
** fequence of this command took a re- 
« paſt, as the means to furniſh ſtrength oY 
for a long continuance, and to give 
« perſeverance in danger. After a ſhort | 
1 | refreſh- 
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refreſhment the Grecians were now 
prepar'd, and receiv'd orders to affail 
the enemies in their camp, to put all, 
they met, to the ſword, and force a 
paſſage to the royal pavilion; when, 
form'd into one compact body with 

Leonidas himſelf at their head, they 
march'd againſt the Perfians, and en- 


ter d their camp at the dead of night. 


The Barbarians, wholly unprepar'd, 


and blindly conjecturing, that their 
friends were defeated, and themſelves 


attack d by the united power of 


Greece, hurry together from their 
tents with the utmoſt diſorder and 
conſternation. Many were flain by 
Leonidas and his party, but much 


greater multitudes by their own 
troops, to whom in the midſt of this 
blind confuſion they were not di- 


| Ntinguiſhable from enemies: for as 


os night 


viii T HE PREFACE. 
* . took away che power of dif- 


"ds cerning truly, and the tumult was 9 
e ſpread univerſally over the camp, a 


«« prodigious ſlaughter muſt en hs 3 


£* enſue. ;\ The want of command, of a AF 
. watch-word, and- of confidence in 2 
“ themſelyes reduc'd the Perſians to 1 
“ ſuch a ſtate of confuſion, that they 
6 deſtroy'd each other without diſtinc- Y 
« tion. Had Xerxes continued in the 
« royal pavilion, the Grecians without 


s difficulty might | have brought the war 4 


4 to a ſpeedy. concluſion by his death; 


ie but he at the beginning of the tu- 
<. mult betook himſelf to flight with 
* [the utmoſt precipitation; when the 
5 Grecians, ruſhing into the tent, put 
40 to the fword moſt of thoſe, who were 
« left behind: then, while night laſted, | 
cc they rang'd through the whole camp 


« in e ſearch of the tyrant. When 


mor N 
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morning appear'd, the Perſians, per- 
ceiving the true ſtate of things, held 
the inconſiderable number of their 
enemies in contempt; yet were ſo ter- 
rified at their valour, that they avoid- 
ed a near engagement; but incloſing 
the Grecians on every ſide, ſhower'd 
their darts and arrows upon them at 
a diſtance, and in the end deſtroy d 
their Whole body. In this manner 
fell the Grecians, who under the con- 
duct of Leonidas defended the paſs 
of T hermopylæ. All muſt admire 
the virtue of theſe men, who with 
one conſent, maintaining the poſt 
allotted by their country, cheerfully 
renounced their lives for the com- 
mon ſafety of Greece, and eſteemd 
a glorious death more eligible, than 
to live with diſhonor. Nor is the 
conſternation of the Perſians incre- 
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„ dible. Who among thofe Barbarian; 


2 Who . Kaye e Abe _ar my : 


«« attack a mil lion ? Wherefore ſhall 3 
* not all poſterity reflect on the virtue 
« of theſe men, as the object of imi- 
% tation, who, though the loſs of their: 
% lives was the neceſſary conſequence o 
their undertaking, were yet uncon-| 
« quer'd in their ſpirit ; and among all : 
« the great names, deliver'd down to 
* remembrance, are the only heroes, | 
* who obtain'd more glory in their fall, | 
6 than O00 from the brighteſt victo- 
* ries? With juſtice may they be 
« . the preſervers of the Grecian 
60 liberty, even preferably to thoſe, Who 
« were conquerors in the battles, fought] 
« afterwards with Xerxes; for the me- 
4 my of that valour, exerted in the 
defence 


r 
3 
1 
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an . defence of Thermopylæ, for ever de- 
jected the Barbarians, while the Greeks 
F< were fir'd with emulation to equal 
ſuch a pitch of magnanimity. Upon 
the whole, there never were any be- 
2 © fore theſe, who attain'd to immorta- 
F< lity through the meer exceſs of vir- 
heit e tue ; whence the praiſe of their for- 
F< titude hath not been recorded by 
“ hiſtorians only, but hath been cele- 
* brated by numbers of poets, among 
toe others by Simonides the lyric.” 


ders the defence of Thermopyle by Le- 
L | onidas, as an action ſuperior to any 
achiev'd by his cotemporaries, and to 
all the exploits of preceding ages. Ne- 
of Athens, had net his forces under 
; | =. Hydar- 
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50 Hydarnes been conducted through 17 
te path over mount Oeta; and, by that 
* means encompaſling the Greeks 6 
overcome and flain Leonidas.” No 
is it improbable, that ſuch a comman- 
der at the head of ſuch troops ſhould 
have maintain'd his poſt in fo narrow 1 
paſs, till the whole army of Xerxes had 
periſh'd by famine. At the ſame time® 
his navy had been miſerably ſhatter'd by [ 
a ſtorm, and worſted in an engagement 
with the Athenians at Artemifium. + 


To conclude, the fall of Leonidas andi 
bie brave companions, ſo meritorious to 
their oountry, and ſo glorious to them- 
ſelves, hath obtain d ſuch a high degree 
of veneration and applauſe from paſs' d 
ages, that few among the ancient com- 
pilers of hiſtory have been ſilent on this 

amazing. inſtance of magnanimity, and 
: zeal} 
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=” 1 2 & cal for liberty; and many are the epi- 
grams and inſcriptions now extant, ſame 
om pn the whole body, others' on particu- 
ars, who died at Thermopylæ, {till pre- 
erving their memory in every nation 
Fonverſant with learning, and at this 
„ iſtance of time ſtill rendering their vir- 
ue the object of admiration and of 
Weak. 


ent I $HALL now detain the reader no 
Monger, than to take this public occa- 
[on of expreſſing my fincere regard for 
andi the Lord Viſcount Cobham, and the 
Nenſe of my obligations for the early 
Honor of his friendſhip; to him J in- 
9 cribe the following poem ; and herein 
18 4 ſhould be juſtified, independent of all 
Perſonal motives, from his Lordſhip's 
| public conduct, ſo highly diſtinguiſh'd 
Wy his diſintereſted zeal, and unſhaken 
zeal ; I Ry 


1 


there - 


in CIV 


- 


42 
U 
6 » 
8. 8 
* 
1 


nat leſs 
to 


. 


9 
* 


18 ans 
the field 


h 
in 


% 
» 


* 


xxiv T 
delity to 
fe, than 


1 


1 


ö « 
1 
| 
; , 
$ F 
x 
; 
; 
- 
- 
F 
0 
8 
* 
* 
—— —252 — 7 * Ly 
S 5 > th mw 
. ̃ ALT — "5 . 


— 


R. GL OVER. 


8 2 
1 G————A—S. A , 
r AAA 


— — PT 


* 
4 


fe dens bak ͤ Dig ES: 


——y— 2 
* 


— 2 —U—ä— 


—— — —äjᷓ —— 


j ͥUUUUU U ——— T X — — 


. 
: * 
- 
pz "5 IS * ; ö 2 5 | 
L * | | 
1 1 N 7 2 
- : F | 2 
5 Ms: - ns | 21) 
p — bp * Ln * 0 ; 
1 5 2 WY 


BOOK the FIRSr. 


The Argument. 


Are, i * of Perſia, having drawn together the 
whole force of his empire, and paſs'd over the Hel- 
leſpont into Thrace with a deſign to conquer Greece; 
the deputies from the ſeveral flates of that country, 
who had ſome time before aſſembled themſelves at the 

Iſthmus of Corinth to deliberate on proper meaſures 
for reſiſting the invader, were no ſooner appris'd of 
his march into Thrace, than they determin'd with- - 
out further delay to diſpute his paſſage at the ſtreights 
of Thermopyle, the moſt acceſſible part of Greece on 
the ſide of Thrace and Theſſaly. Alpheus, one of the 
_ deputies from Sparta, repairs to that city, and com- 
municates this reſolution. to his countrymen ; who 
chanced that day to be aſſembled in expectation of 
receiving an anſtuer from Apollo, to whom they had 
ſent a meſſenger to conſult about the event of the war. 
Leutychides, one of their two kings, counſels the 
Vol. I. | B yy 
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LEONID AS. Book I. 
people to advance no farther, than the Iſthmus of Co- „ 


rinth, which ſeparates the Peloponneſus, where La- 1 


cedæ mon as ſituated, from the reſt of Greece; but 7 
Leonidas, the other king, diſſuades them from it. 
Aegis, the meſſenger, who had been deputed to Del- | , 


phi, and brother to the queen of Leonidas, returns 3 


with the oracle; which denounces ruin to the Lace- 
demonians, unleſs one of their kings lays down his 


life for the public. Leonidas offers himſelf for thei 


viclim. Three hundred more are appointed, all ci- | 


"tizens of Sparta, and heads of families, to accom- i 


pany and die with him at Thermopylæ. Alpheus 
returns to the Iſthmus. Leonidas after an inter- 
view with his queen departs from Lacedemon. A. 


the end of fix days he encamps near the Iſthmus, 
if hen be is join d by. Alpheus ; who deſcribes the 


auxiliaries, then waiting at the Iſthmus, thoſe, FP 
who are already poſſeſs'd of Thermopyle, as all 


the paſs itſelf; and concludes with relating the cap-| 1 


tivity of his brother Polydorus in Perfi 3a. 


\HE virtuous Spartan, who reſign'd his nl 
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3 Book I. LEONIDAS 23 
i 1 O Muſe, record. The Helleſpont they paſs'd, 5 
4 O'erpow'ring Thrace. The dreadful tidings ſwift 
rs Corinth flew. Her Iſthmus was the ſeat 
ot Grecian council. Alpheus thence returns 

; þ T 0 Lacedæmon. In aſſembly full | 
le finds the Spartan people with their kings; 10 
WET heir kings, who boaſt an origin divine, 

From Hercules deſcended. They the ſons bs 

Of Lacedzmon had conven'd to learn 

| | ] he ſacred mandates of th* immortal gods, 

hat morn expected from the Delphian dome. 15 
i} f But Alpheus ſudden their attention drew, 

F nd thus addreſs'd them, For immediate war, 
1 y countrymen, prepare, Barbarian tents 
F Already fill the trembling bounds of Thrace. 
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ights : The Iſthmian council hath decreed to guard 


hermopylæ, the Locrian gate of Greece. 
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=_ Hexe' Alpheus paus d. Leutychides, who ſhar'd | 
With great Leonidas the ſway, uproſe | 


2 
een 


5 And ſpake. Ve citizens of Sparta, hear. N 
Why from her boſom mould Laconia fend 25 

Her valiant race to wape a diſtant war | Ce | 
| *Beyond the Iſthmus ? There the gods have plac'd 


Our native barrier. In this favor'd land, 
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Which Pelops govern'd, us of Doric blood 


That Iſthmus inacceffible ſecures. Fe 30 
There let our ſtandards reſt. Vour ſolid ſtrength 


If once you ſcatter in defence of ſtates 


Remote and feeble, you betray your own, 
And merit Jove's deriſion. With aſſent 
The Spartans heard. Leonidas reply 'd. 35 
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1 a Shall we, confining to that Iſthmian fence 


Our efforts, leave beyond it ev'ry ſtate 
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ock l. LEONIDAS: 5 
Vico vd, expord? Shall Athens, while her fleets: 
: f Unceaſing watch th' innumerable foes, 40 
And truſt tht impending dangers of the field 
To Sparta's well-known valour, ſhall ſhe,hear, 

4 f That to Barbarian violence we leave 

I Her unprotected walls.? Her hoary ſires, 
4 Her helpleſs, matrons, and their infant race. 45 
To fervitude and ſhame 7 Her. guardian gods. 
Win het preſerve. them. Neptune cer his main 
: : With Pallas, pow'r of wiſdom, at their helms 
win ſoon tranſport them to a happier. dime, 

W Safe from inſulting foes, from falſe allies, 50 
And eleutherian Jove will bleſs. their flight. 
35 Then hall we feel the unreſiſted force 
4 Of Perſia s. navy, deluging our plains 
3 With inexhauſted: numbers. Half the Waile 


By us betray d to bondage, will. ſupport 55 
A Perſian lord, and lift th' avenging ſpear 
B 3 For 
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=_ -- For our deſtruction. But, my friends, rejcct 


Such mean, ſuch dang'rous counſels, which would. 
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Your long-eſtabliſh'd honors, and aſſiſt 
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The proud invader. O eternal king 60 
Of gods and mortals, elevate our minds 
| Each low and partial paſſion thence expe] l 
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In her defence, or fep'rate each muſt fall. (1.5 xp 


. Greece is our gen'ral mother, All muſt join 


Tus ſaid, authority and ſhame controll'd 65 


The mute aſſembly. Agis too appear'd. 

He from the Delphian cavern was return d, 
Wbere, taught by Phœbus on Parnaſſian elk, 
The P ythian maid unfolded heay'n's decrees, - 


He came ; but diſcontent and grief 0 'ercaſt | 70 


His anxious brow. Reluctant was his tongue, 


Yet ſeem'd full charg'd to ma Religious dread 
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Fach heart relax d. On ev'ry viſage hung 


ad expectation. Not a whiſper told 


The ſilent fear. Intenſely all were fix d, 735 


3 All ſtill, as death, to hear the ſolemn tale. 


As o'er the weſtern waves, when ev'ry ſtorm 


Is huſh'd within its cavern, and a breeze, 


| Soft-breathing, lightly with its wings 3 


= The ſlacken'd cordage glides, the failor's ear 80 


Perceives no ſound throughout the vaſt expanſe ; 


None, but the murmurs of the ſliding prow, 


= Which ſlowly parts the ſmooth and yielding main: 


So through the i le and liſtning croud no found} 
No voice, but thine, ©) Agis, broke the air 85 
While thus the iſſue of thy awful charge 

Thy lips deliver d. Spartans, in your name 


I went to Delphi. I enquir'd the doom : 


Of Lacedæmon from th' impending war, 


When in theſe words the deity reply d. 90 
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5 * L | 
4e InnABITANTs of Sparta, Perſia's arms 

6 Shall lay your proud and ancient ſeat in duſt 

« Unleſs a king, from Hercules deriv Ws-. 

« Cauſe Lacedzmon-for. his death to moum. 7 


* 


As, when the hand of Perfeus had dilclos'd 95. | 


\ 


The ſagke- of. dire Meduſa, all, who-view'd: . 


: The Gorgon features, were congeal'd to ſtone, 


With ghaſtly⸗ eyeballs, on the hero bent, . | 
Ard horror, living in-their- marble form; 
Thus with amazementrooted,where they ſtood, I os | 
In ſpeechleſs. terror frozen, on their kings 
The Spartans gaz'd : but ſoon: their anxious lockt 


All on the great Leonidas-unite, „ 
Long known his country's refuge. He alone N 
Remains unſhaken. Riſing, he diſplays 

His god- like preſence. Dignity and grace 
where manly beauty joins 
ʒZ .. a 


Adorn his frame, 


Bock I LEONIDAS. 9 
4 Wich ſtrength Herculean, On his aſpect ſhine 
P buwblimeſt virtue, and deſire of fame, 


Were juſtice gives the laurel, in his eye 11 
he inextinguiſhable ſpark, which fires 
The ſouls of patriots While his brow ſupports. 
E Undaunted valour, and contempt of death. 
8 Serene he caft his looks around, and ſpake. 


War this aſtoniſament on ey'ry face, 118 
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: 4 Create this fear and wonder? O my friends, 
5 Why do we labour through the arduous paths, 
| ; | Which lead to virtue? Fruitleſs were the teil 
| 1 | Above the reach of human feet were plac” d 10 | 
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rue diſtant ſummit; if the fear of death 
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WF Could intercept ous paffage. But a frown, 

4 Of unavailing terror he aſſumes = 
To Sake the firmnels of a mind, which knows, 
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LEONIDAS. 


Book I. 
1 Before their ſenate, Ephori and kings, 


Nor exultation i into clamour broke. 


| | Amidſt them roſe Dieneces, and thus, 


HasTE to Thermopylæ. To Xerxes ſhew 145 


Te diſcipline of Spartans, long renown'd 


1 In rigid warfare, with end uring minds, 


Which neither pain, nor want, nor danger bend. 


Fly to the gate of Greece, which open ſtands 
= To ſlavery and rapine. They will ſhrink 150 


ME Before your ſtandard, and their native ſeats 


= Reſume in abj ect Aſia. Arm, ye fires, 
Who with a growing 1 race have bleſs'd the ſtate. 


3 That race, your parents, genꝰ ral Greece forbid . 


Z | Delay. Heav'n ſummons, Equal to the cauſe 155 
A chief behold, Can Spartans aſk for more? 
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His dictates all approve. 
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Back to the Iſthmus he unweary'd ſpeeds. 
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Nor leſs by honor, offer'd now to bleed ? 
Dieneces the foremoſt, brave and ſtaid, 
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Ok ser ran fill ta range in martial fields 

1 Well-order'd lines of battle. Maron next, 

WE Twin-bora with. Alpheus, ſhews his manly frame. 
1 Him Agis follow d, brother to the queen 175 
1 | Of great Leonidas, his friend, in war Ee 
WY His try'4 companion. Graceful were his ſteps, 

| 1 And gentle his demeanour. Still his ſoul | 

7 | Preſerv'd the pureſt virtue, though refi'd. , 

1 | By arts unknown. to Lacedemon's race. 180 
3 High was his office. He, when Sparta's weal 

» Support and counſel from the gods requir'd, 

W Was fent the hallow'd welſenger to len 

5 Their myſtic will, in oracles declar'd, 

; From rocky Delphi, from Dodona's ſhade, 185 
; | Or ſea-encircled Delos, or the cell | 


- 


9 Of dark Trophonius, round Bœotia knowa. 
: Three hundred more compleat th intrepid band, & 
W 111ufirious fathers all of gen'rous ſons, 


14  LEONIDAS. Book I. 
The future guardians of Laconia's ſtate, 190 
, Then roſe Megiſtias, leading forth his ſon, 
Young Menalippus. Not of Spartan blood 
Were they. Megiſtias, heav'n-enlighten'd ſeer, 
Had left his native, Acarnanian ſhore j 
Along the border of Eurotas choſe Se" 195 
His place of dwelling. For his worth receiv'd, 
And hoſpitably cheriſh'd, he the wreath 
Pontific bore in Lacedæmon's camp, | 
Serene in danger, nor his ſacred am 
From wurlike toil oetuding; nor untaught . 200 
To weild the ſword,” and poiſe the weighty ſpear. 
Bur to his home Leonidas retir d. 
There calm in ſecret thought he thus explor d 
His mighty foul, while nature in his breaſt 


A ſhort emotion rais d. What ſudden grief, 205 


What cold reluctance now unmans my heart, 
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Leonidas; death, often ſeen and ſcorn d. 
WV hen clad moſt dreadful in the battle's front? 


Pr to relinquiſh life in all its pride, 210 
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a wi 


Vith all my honors; blooming round my head, 
ines my foul, or rather to forſake, | 
Prernally forſake my weeping wife, 
| y infant offspring, and my faithful friends? 
| - eonidas, awake. Shall theſe withſtand: -: 1 21 9 
T he public ſafety ? Hark, thy country calls. 
D ſacred voice, TI hear thee, At the und: © 
| eviving virtue brightens in my heart Th | 
ear vaniſhes before her. Death, receive 

y unreluctant hand. 0 Immortal fame, 1 Fra 220 
| hou too, attendant on my righteous fall, = wT 
th wings unweary” d wilt prote&'my tomb. 
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are lord, thaw any; tho' leſs dear than ally 240 
Pan I negle&t her griefs ? In future days, 

F thou with grateful. memory record: el 
| 17 name and fate, O Sparta, paſs not this: 
Inheeded by. The life, for tlie reſign d. 


new not a painful hour to tire my ſoul, 


* 


or were they common joys, I: left:behind: 


7 So: ſpake the patriot, and his: heart o'erflow'® 
| tend'reſt paſſion. Then in eager” haſte | 1 
The faithful partner of his bed he ſought; 

Amid her weeping: children ſat: tlie queen 25 
Immoveable and mute. Her fwimming eyes 
Bent to the earth. Her arms were folded oer 
4: erlab'ring boſom blotted with her tears. 
\s, when a duſky miſt involves the ſky, 

T hemoon throughallthedreeryvapours ſpreads 2 L > 
E The radiant veſture: of her ſilver ** 
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26 LEONIn AS. Bock I. 
Hrs virtuous foul the here had. eanfem d. 
When Agia enter d. 1k my; tardy lips, 
He thus began, have hitherto ferborne | 
To bring their orateful tribute of . 
Which. an a' Spartan, te thy worth | ewe, | 
| Forgive the brother of thy queen. Her grief 
Detain'd me from thee. O vnequall d man 
Though Lacedemon eall thy prime regard, 220 
Forget not hen, ſole victim of diſtrels . | 
Amid the gen ral ſafety. To afſuage = 
Buch pain fraterns! tenderneſs is weak. 


225 


Tur king embras' d him, and reply d. ©. beſt, 


O deareſt man, conceive not, but my ſoul 233 
To her ig fendly hound, from whem my dy 
Their Jargefi ſhage ef happineſs deri d. 

Can I, who vie my breath, left others mourn, : 
Leſt thouſands ſhould be wretched, when ſhe pines, ” 
al 3 


. 
. 


Book: I. LEON IDA S. * 

More lov'd; thaw any; cho: leſs-dear; than ally 240 

Can I negle& her. griefs ? In future days, 5 
If thou with grateful memory records bill 
My name and fate, O Sparta, paſs not: this _ 
Unheeded by. The life, for thee refien'd; 277 2 
Knew not a painful hour to tire my ſoul, 25 


7 


Ver wers they common joys; Llekbahind. 


So ſpake the nk: and his hear o'erflow's 
In tend'reſt paſſion. Them i in eager halte | 
The faithful n, of his bed he ſought; 
Amid her weeping! childrerr ſat tlie quem 250 | 
Immoveable and mute. Her fwimming eyes 
Bent to the earth, Her arms were folded o'er 
Her lab'ring boſom; blotted wich her tears. 


As, when a duſky miſt involves the ſky, 

Themoon throughallthedreeryvapours ſpreads 2 5 5 

The 1 radiant veſture of her ſilver * 
| 7 O'er | 
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18 LEONIDAS. Bock l. 


Ofer the dull face of nature; ſo the queen, 


: Divinely graceful ſhining through her grief, 


Brighten'd the cloud of woe. Her lord approach' d. 
Soon, as in gentleſt phraſe his well-known voice 260 
Awak'd her drooping ſpirit, for a time 


Care was appeas' d. She lift her languid heads: 


She gives this utt'rance to her 8 #1 


O THov, whoſe preſence is my fole delight * 


If thus, Leonidas, thy looks and words 263 


Can check the rapid current of diſtreſs, 
How am I mark'd for miſery How long 
When of life's journey leſs, than half, is paſs'd, 


And 1 muſt hear thoſe calming ſounds no more, 
Nor ſee that face, which makes _ mow 270 


"mn ſaid, returninggrief o whe her breaſt, 
Her orphan children, her devoted lord, 


Pale, 


. I Bock I. LEONIDAS, ihe 
ale, bleeding, breathleſs ön the field of death, 
Her ever- during ſolitude of woe, 2 98 
All riſe in mingled horror to her ſight, © 2755 
When thus in bitt'reſt agony ſhe ſpake, - 


O WHITHER art chou going from my arms | 
Shall I no more behold thee ! Oh ! no more, 
In conqueſt clad, o'erſpread with pa duſt, 
Wut thou return to greet thy native foil, ub 
203 And find thy dwelling joyful ! Ah ! too brave, 

BE Why wouldft thou hurry to the dreery gates | 

Of death, uncall [a Another . have _ 13 
'd, Like thee a victim of Alcides' race, 4 
es Less dear to all, and Sparta been ſecure, 285 
279 Now ev'ry eye with mine is drown'd in tears, 
All with theſe babes lament a father loſt, 
raſt. Alas! how heavy is our lot of pain ! | 


Our ſighs muſt laſt, when ev'ry other breaſt - 


Pale, Exults, 


 Qne.pauſe for. my inſtruction how to bear | 
Thy endleſg,abſance; or like thee to die. 


po 1 v6. ts} 33 
. 


2 _LEQNIDAS; _ I: 
Exults in ſafety, puxchas'd/by.our lo 290 


Thou didſt not heed our anguiſh---didſt not ſeck 


UNUTTERABLE ſorrow here cnfin d:. 
Her vaio. Theſe worde. Læanidas. return d. 295 


* 


Lern, I ſhare thy agony; My ſoul 

Ne'er, knew, how warm the brenlenee efloe, 

How ſtrong a parent feelings, till. this. hour 5 

Nor was. ſſe once inſenſible to. thee 

In all her fervoun to aſſet: my fame.  - +2; gpl 

How had the honours; of my name been ſtain d 1 

By heſitation? Shameful life preferr'd | 

By an inglarious colleague: would. have left 

No chiles, bat what: were infamp to hun, 

Not virtue: ta accept, Then deem na more, 305 
That 


} | 


305 


hat 


Book I. LE ONT D A8. 21 


That of thy love regardleſs, or thy tears, 
I ruſh, uneall'd, to death. The voice-of fate, 


The gods, my fame, my country preſs my doom. 
Oh! 1 thou dear mourner Wherefore fwells afreſh 


That tide of w Oe? Leonidas muſt fall. +310 
Alas I far heavier miſery imperids 
O'er thee and theſe, if, ſoften'd by thy tears, 


I ſhamefiilly refuſe· to yield that breath, 
Which juſtice, glory, liberty and heav'n 
Claim for my country, for my ſons and thee. 3715 


Think on my long unalter'd love. Reflect 
On my paternal fondneſs. Hatk my heart | 


Eer known a pauſe in love, or pious care? 


"Now ſhall that care, that tenderneſs be thewn 


Moſt- warm, molt faithful. When thy hufband 


A 17 72 320 


For Lacedæmon's ſafety, thou wilt ſhare, 


Thou and thy children the diffuſive good. 


L an 


MM 
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* 


I am ſelected by th' immortal gods els 0 24h 


5 To fave a people. Should my timid heart 


That ſacred charge abandon, I ſhould plunge 325 | 
Thee too in ſhame, in ſorrow. Thou wouldſt mourn 
With Lacedæmon 3 wouldſt with her ſuſtain 
Thy painful portion of oppreſſion's weight, 
Behold thy ſons now worthy of their name, 
Their Spartan birth. Their growing bloom would 
pine 3 | DE | 330 
Depreſs d, diſhonor'd, and choir youthful } hearts 
Beat at the ſound of liberty no more. 
On their own. merit, on their father's fame, 
When he the Spartan freedom hath confirm'd, 
Before the world illuſtrious will they riſe 335 
Their country's bulwark, and their mother's joy. 


HERE paus'd the patriot. In religious awe 
Grief heard the voice of virtue. No complaint 
2 5 The 


35 


The 


Book I. LE ONID AS. 23 
The ſolemn ſilence broke. Tears ceas'd to flow ; 


Ceas'd for a moment ſoon again to ſtream. 340 


Behold, in arms before the palace drawn; 


His brave companions of the war demand 


Their leader's preſence. Then her griefs renew 'd, 


Surpaſſing utt' rance, intercept her ſighs, - 8 
Each accent freezes on her falt ring tongue. 345 


In ſpeechleſs anguiſh on the hero's breaſt 


She finks. On ev'ry fide his children preſs, 


Hang on his knees, and kiſs his honor'd __, 
His ſoul no longer ſtruggles to confine 

Her agitation. Down the hero's cheek, | 350 
Down flows the manly ſorrow. Great in woe 
Amid his children, who incloſe him round, 

He ſtands, indulging tenderneſs and love 


In graceful tears, when thus with lifted eyes, 


Addreſs'd to heav'n. Thou ever-living pow'r, 355 


Look down propitious, fire of gods and men 


0 


— 


24. LEONIDAS. Back 1. 

Octo his faithful roman; Vhoſe deſert | 

May claim thy favor, grant the hours of peace 
And thou, my bright forefather, ſeed of Jove, 9 
O Hercules, neglect not theſe thy race! 3060 
But ſince that ſpirit, I from thee-derive, 8 

| Tranipete me from them · to reſiſtleſs fate, 

Be thou their guardian Teach them like : thyſelf 
By glorious labours. to embelliſh life, 

And. from their father let them learn to die. 365 


Hex ending, forth he iſſues, and aſſumes 

Before che enk his ſtation of command. 

They now proceed. So mov'd the hoſt of heavn 
On Phlegra's plains er the giant ſons | 
Of Earth and Titan. From Olympus march'd 370 
The deities embattled; while their king * 
TTow'r'd in the front with thunder in-his graſp. 
Thus through the ſtreets of Lacedæmon paſs'd © 


4 4 


Leonidas, 
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Bock I. L EONI DAS. 23. 
Leonidas. Bee bis footſteps bow 

The multitude exulting. On he treads 375 | 
Rever d. Unſated, their enraptur'd light . 

Purſues his graceſul ſtature, : and their tongues. A 
Extol and hail him, as their guardian god. 

Firm in his nervous hand he gripes the ſpear. 

Low, as the ankles, from his ſhoulders hangs 380 
The maſſy ſhield ; and o'er his burniſh'd helm | 
The purple plumage nods. 1 Harmonious vowiths,: . 
Around whoſe brows entwining laurels play, 

In lofty-ſounding ſtrains his praiſe record ; - 
While ſnowy-finger'd virgins all the way 385 
Beſtrew, with od'rous-garlands. Now his breaſt . 

Is all poſſeſs'd by glory, which diſpell'd 

Whate'er of grief remain'd, or vain 0 I IE. 
For thoſe, he left behind. The rey'rend 1 4 


Of Lacedæmon's ſenate laſt appear 220 8 
To take their final, ſolemn leave, and grace i 
Vol. 1, 8 12 Their A 


: Ex 


26 
Their hero' 8 t ſteps. Around him flow 


LEONIDAS. Book l. 


In civil pomp their venerable. robes, 

Mix'd with the blaze of arms. The ſhining troop 
Of warriors nh behind him, Maron here 395 
With Menalippus warm in fow'ry prime, ; 


There Agis, chere Megiſtias, and the chief, 


Dieneces. Laconia's dames afcend 

belegen manſions ; thronging o'er the roofs, | 
. their ſons, - their huſbands, as they 
So parted Argo from te Jolchian Strand 
To plough the foaming ſurge. Theſſalia $ nymphs, 
| Rang'd on the cliffs, o'erſhading Neptune's _ 
Still on the diſtant veſſel fix's their eyes 
Admiring, ſtill in pæans blefs'd the heim, 
By Greece entruſted with her choſen ſons 


495 


For high adventures on the Colchian ſhore, 


3 
. 


SWIFT 


05 


r 


SWIFT on his courſe Leonidas proceeds, 


Soon is Eurotas paſs'd, and Lerna's bank, + 
Where his victorious anceſtor ſubdu d 416 


The many headed Hydra, and the lake 
To endleſs fame conſign'd. Th' unwearyd bands 
Next through the pines of Mznalus he led, 
And down Parthenius urg'd the rapid toll. 


Six days inceſſant was their march purſu'd, 415 


When to their ear the haarſe-reſounding wave 
Beat on the Iſthmus, Here- che tents are ſpread. 
Below the wide hotindn chen the ſun 


Had dipp'd his beamy locks, The quem of night 
Gleam'd from the center of th ethereal vault, 420 


And ver the raven plumes of darkneſs ſhed 
Her placid light. Leonidas detains 
Dieneces and Agis. Open ſtands 


"The tall portion, and adanits the moons 
As here they | ſit converſing, from the hill, 425 
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28, EEONIDAS. Bock I. 


Which roſe before them, one of noble port 


He treads. He calls aloud. They heard, they knew 


The voice of Alpheus, whom the king addreſs d. 
Or HOU, with ſwiftneſs by the gods endu'd 430 
rdour- of thy daring ſoul, 
What from the Iſthmus drawsthee? Do the Greeks. 
Neglect to arm and face the public foe? — — - 


GO news give ing aid Alpheus. Greece 
is amd. ard 464 
The neighb'ring . Iſthmus . holds th' Arcadian 

e g M0 5 f ur 
From Mantinea Diophantus leads 


| Five hundred ſpears ; nor leſs from. Tegea's walls. 


With Hegeſander move. A thouſand more, oil} 


Who in Orchomenus reſide, and range 


2 — Along 


"> 


Bock I. I. EONID ASS. 29 


Along Parrhaſius, or Cyllene's brow; 440 


Who near the foot oſ Erymanthus dwell, 

Or on Alphean banks, with various chiefs 5 
Expect thy preſence. Moſt is Cloris fa d, 
Of ſtature huge, unſhaken rock of war. 


Four hundred warriors brave Alcmzon draws 445 


From ſtately Corinth'stow'rs. Two hundred march 


Foun Fi,” "TING: Eupalamus commands. 
An equal number of Mycenz's race 5 

Ariſtobulus heads. Through fear alone 

Of wee, and threat' ning Greece the Thebans 


I 


— bs mY * 
5 2 I * 2 % ” - F 
E. , - 4 zF ks * p . ; 
F 4 2 2 4 1 4 g 2 RE * > OY < * 
9898 a 
7 * * F : 


A few in Thebe authority and rule ask Ar 
Uſurp. Corrupted with Barbarian gold, 
They quench the gen'rous, cleutherian flame | 
In ev'ry heart. f The eloquent they rec 44 
By ſpecious tales the multitude they cheat, 455 
Eſtabliſhing baſe meaſures on the plea 


C3 55 


30 LEONIDAS. 1 


Of public ſafety. Others are immers'd © | 
In all the floth of plenty, who, unmov'd T 
In ſhameful eaſe, behold the ſtate betray'd. 
Aw d by thy name, four hundred took the field. 460 
The wily Anaxander is their chief 
Wich Leontiades: To ſee their mare 
I ſaid, then haſten'd to ſurvey the ſtreights, 
Which thou ſhalt render ſaered to renown. - / 


N — 


Foxzvxn mingled with a crumbling ſoil, 465 
| The ſea rolls flimy. On a ſolid rock, 

Which forms the inmoſt limit of a bay, A 
Thermopyla i is ſtretch d. | Where broadeſt faread, 
It meaſures threeſcore paces, bounded here 0m 
"wy the ſalt ooze,” which underneath * 
A dreery ſurface 3 there the lofty cliffs 
Of woody'd ta overlook the paſs, 


And 


Book I. EED N I'D A 8. 3 
And far beyond o'er half the Fo below. 


Their horrid umbrage caſt, Acroſs the mouth 475 


An ancient bulwark of the Phocians ſtands, 

A wall with gates and tow'rs. The Locrian force 
Was marching forward. Them 1 paſs'd to. greet 
Demophilus of Theſpia, who had pitch'd 


8 Seven hundred ſpears before th importantſence. 480 


His brothec's ſon attends the 3 rev rend chief, : 
Young Dithyrambus. He for noble deeds, 
Yet more for temperance of ns renown d, 


In early bloom with brighteſt rs ſhines, 
Nor wantons in the blaze. Hers Apts fake 435 


F 


War haſt thou . that Muſtrious you 
He is my hoſt at Theſpia. Though adorn'd | 


With Various wreaths, by fame, by fortune bled, 


His gentle virtues take from Envy's lips 


Their . venom; and her baneful eye 490 


C 4 Strives 


— 


—— — — ** . - — * Ee 5 we 2 ” E 5 
y n * 4 — 8 My — © - 0 Z of 
288 5 8 232 A” P 3 0 NN fea — Ip 8 : «(4 < 2 — 
Aer — — r WW — 5 — — * ns 8 - 4 - * 
222. Dorcar naciontt/ oe Foe r — * he * . = 2 | 2 1 
— 07 apt 0" 2 22 78 2 * 4 N a 
Y þ g K 4 "gt a n 5 - — 9 
wh 5 - Pogo” 2 ha 

en _ — — 1 a * —— a9 . 1 , 6 = Fer 
N e — — . * N 8 a * F & FX 7 V — ane 2 1 

9 N Ba 5 9 ] 5 EY rn 0 8 3 8 hs 

Wt» 2 = hs $5. KP... * SL 
PS oaks = 5% 2 2 
5 \ 


* nn 


ns rr 88 1 


ox Wd... DT OR ord —•—ö a" 


— 


Ds 9 
WIGS" Sai td — 
* — ——— 5 


. ace. * C 
— — = — 
— tins ——— J - 
i — 7 EC by oy en A . * 
" - wr 
— — ow —— — — 
=y 


5 — — 5 
PPP — n 
1 . rr RR KD 
4 . * * Y FOE 
2 * wa 
e I — — 


5 —— — — — 
— 4 ads — * ** PE — beep out — 
wy — ö r r r — 5 7 32 A bs - ** - 2 
2 2 2 R - K . IN — 22 
ä — gar — — . e 5 2 — 7 = 5 9 8 * 


Dr 
— — — 
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Strives on his worth to ſmile. In ſilence 1 


Again remain, when Alpheus thus proceeds. 


5 "Þ LATEA's choſen veterans I faw, 


Small in their number, matchleſs in their fame. 


Diomedon the leader, Keen his ſword _ 495 
At Marathon was felt, where Afia bled, 


'Theſe-p 


ar Thermopyle, Among the hills, 


| Unknown to ſtrangers winds an upper kreight, 


Which by a thouſand Phocians is ſecur'd. 


+ x N 8 
RN . 5 TR 


Enn theſe brave Greeks I quitted, inthe bay 500 
A baer chieftain of th' Athenian fleet 


K join'd him. Copious i in thy praiſe 


He viterd rapture, but auſterely blam d 


ANION tardy counfils; ; while the ſhips 


Of Athens long had ſtemm'd Eubcran tides, 505 


Which flow not diſtant from our future poſt, 
bo his 


Bock I. LEONIDAS 33 
WM This was the far-fam'd Eſchylus, by Mars, 

By Phcebus lor, d. Parnaſſus him proclaims 
The firſt of attic poets, him the plains | 


e try d! in arms. n 510 
WII may Athenians murmur, ſaid the king. 
Too long hath Sparta ſlumber'd on her a. „ 
By morn beyond the Iſthmus we will ſpread | 

A gen'rous banner. In Laconian trains 
Of Aleman and | EE lives the kame P 51 5 
Of our forefathers, Let bur deed: W 
The brighter muſe of Athens il che ſong 

Of Eſchylus divine. Now frame thy cholce. 
Share in our fate; or, haſt' ning home, rep pate, a 
How much already thy diſcerning mind, Lage, 2 
Thy active limbs have merited from me, 


| How ferv'd thy country. Ps 
Of Ae ſwift theſe fervid accents broke. 
C 5 1 avs 
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Book. . 
Ii TS 2 1 HAVE not meaſur'd fuch a tra of land, i 
Þ = Have not, untir'd, beheld the ſetting ſun, 525 
: i EC. Nor through the ſhade of midnight urg'd my ſteps 
| 5 To animate the Greeians, that myſelf 
Y _ Might be exempt from warlike toil, or death. 
1 Return ? Ah! no. A ſecond time wy {peed © | 
Shall viſitthee, Thermopyle.. My limbs 530 
| An honorablograe, And ch l ese 
. . Hig country's perils if a Spartan breaſt wal 
u a private forays, fierce revenge 
| Il ſeek not only for th' inſulted ſtate, 
But for a brother's wrongs. a W 
Tus I, and Maron, bleſs'd our father's . 
FF 8 | Child of his age, and Polydorus nam 4. 
"Why mind, while tender in his op'ning prime, 
83 — Gen'rous n 540 
Of f pain, or danger taught his early ſtrength 
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Bock I. LEONIDAS 36 

| To agel patient with ſevereſt coils: h 
Oft, when inclement winter chills the air, 
When frozen ſhow! rs had ſwoln Eurotas* ſtream, 
Amid ti impetuous channel would he plunge 545 
To breaſt the torrent. On a fatal day, 

As in the ſea his active limbs he bath'd, 

A ſavage corſair of the Perſian king 

My brother naked and defenceleſs bore, 


Ev'n in k re there to waſte 550 
its growing worth 
His youth in ndag - © Tedious were the tale, 


Should I recount my pains, my father's woes, 

The days, be wept, the fleepleſs. nights, he beat 
His aged. bofom. And ſhall Alpheus' (j * 35 
Be abſent from Thermopyla, nor claim, >» 


O Polydorus, vengeance for. thy wrongs _ 
In that firſt ſlaughter of the barb'rous * ä 
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LEONIDAS. Book 1. 


n ERE interpos'd Dieneces. Their hands 
He graſp'd, and cordial tranſport thus expreſs d. 560 


N 


O THAT Lycurgus from the ſhades might riſe 


To praiſe the virtue, which his laws inſpire! 


— 


T HUS till the dead of night theſe heroes paſs'd 
The hours in friendly converſe, and enjoy'd ” 


"Each other's virtue. Happieſt of men 365 


At length with gentle heavineſs the pow'r ; 
Of lep invades their eyelids, and conſtrains 
Their m nity and zeal to reſt : 


| When, Gliding down the hemiſphere, the moon 


dene in eh ſhade her _m_ head, 570 


> 


END of the FixsT Book. 


LEONIDAS. 


B 0 O K the Seco. 


The ee 


Leonidas on his approach to the Iſthmus is met by 


the leaders of the troops, ſent from other. Grecian ; 
fates, and by the deputies, who ns ac d the Iſth- 


mian council, He harangues them; then proceeds 
in conjunction with theſe Forces 1 Thermo- 
pylæ. On the firſt day he is join'd by Dithy- 
rambus ; on the third he reaches a valley in Locris, 
where he is entertain'd by Oileus, the public hoſt, 
of the Lacedemonian flate ; ; and the next morning 
is accompany'd by him in a car to the temple of 
Pan : he finds Medon there, the ſon of Oileus, and 
commander of two thouſand Locrians, already 
poſted at Thermopyle, and by him is inform'd, 
that the army of Aerxes is in fight of the paſs. | 
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1 EONIDAS, bock 11 


' URORA ſpreads her purple beams around, 
G When. move che Spartans. Their ap- 
ds mach is known; © N 
The Iſthmian council, and the diffrent chiefs, 
Who lead th' auxiliar las, advance to meet 


Leonidas ; Eupalamus the ſtrong, 1 Ig 


Alcmæon, Clonius, Diophantus brave 
With Hegefander. At their head is feen 
Ariſtobulus, whom Mycena:'s ranks 
Obey, Mycenz once auguſt in por, 

Ia ſplendid wealth, and vaunting ſill the name 10 
Of Agamemnon. To Laconiz's king 


The chieftain ſpake. Leonidas, ſurvey 


. ee woes Should ev'ry other Greek. 


Be aw'd by Xerxes, and dis eaſtern hoſt, 
Belicre not, we can fear, deriv'd from thoſe, 15 
Wo once conducted oer the foaming furge 
The ſtrength of Greece ; who deſert left the fields 
5 | 0 


, Of 3 Aſia, and ber proudeſt walls 
From. their foundations levell'd to the ground. 


/ 


wa 
* 


— 


LzoxIDAs replies not, but his voice. 10/9 
Directs to all: |; Hluſtrious warriors, bail! - 9 | 
Who thus undaunted fignalize your faith, = OO 
Your gen'rous ardour in the common cauſe. | 
But you, whalſe counſels prop the Grecian Kates 
O venerable ſynod, wha canign 238 
To our prote ding hond, the gate of Greece, || 
Thrice bail; Whate'er by valaur we obtain,  - 
Your wiſdam muſt preſerve. With piercing eyes 
Contemplate ev'ry city, aud diſcern | all 
Their various tempers. Some with partial care 30 
To guard their own negleét the public wel. 
15 Unman'd and cold are others. Terror here, 1 
f Comethba ben bim Gin s s © = 
To gen' ral efforts in the gen'ral cauſe.. = 


Confirm 


Confirm the waving, eee , 
The timid. Watch the faithleſz. Some betray 

Tnemſelves and Greece. Their nk prevent, 

Or call them back to honor. Let us all 

Be link d in facred union, and this Ed 

May face the world's whole 
If for the ſpoil, by Paris borne to Troy, 

A thouſand keels the Helleſpont o'erſpread ; 

Shall not again confederated Greece 4 

Be rous d to battle, and to fr 

What once ſhe gave to fame ? Rr 
To ſtop th invading tyrant. Tin we fall, 

He ſhall not dur his myriads on your plains. 

- But as the gods conceal, how long our ſtrength 
May ſtand unvanquiſh'd, or how ſoon may yield ; 
Watte not a moment, till conſenting Greece 50 
Range all her free-born numbers in the field. 


F 


. 


multitude i in arms. 40 
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Book II. LEONID AS. "41 
- Leon1DAs concluded. Awful ſepp'd 

Before the ſage aſſembly one ſupream | 

And old in office, who addreſs'd the Mit 


. 
ö From thee her happieſt omens Greece derives . 1 if | 
Of concord, fafety, liberty and fame, ' 2 
Go then, O firſt of mortals, go, impreſs 
Amaze and terror on the bard'rous hoſt; : 4 
The free-born Greeks inſtrukting life to deem 6 | 
Leſs dear, than honor, and heir oountrys cauſe, — 


Tunis heard, Leonidas, thy ſecret ſoul, . 1 3 2 
Exulting, taſted of the ſweet reward | | I 
Due to thy name through endleſs time, Once more 
His eyes he turn · d, and view'dinrapt'rousthought 65. 


His native land, which he alone can fave z 
Then ſummon'd all his majeſty, and-o'er . 
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EONID AS. Bock l. 
The Iſthmus trod. The phalanx moves behind 


In deep arrangement. So th' imperial Ship 
With ately bulk along the heaving tide | e 
In military pomp conducts the pow'r 


ny Of ſome proud navy, bounding from the port 


To bear the vengeance of a mighty ſtate 
Againſt a tyrant's walls. Tin ſultry noon 


They march; when halting, as they take repaſt, 75 


Acroſs the plain beftre them they deſcry 
A troop of Theſpians. One above the reſt 
In eminence precedes. His ditt ring ſhield, 
Whoſe gold-emblazon'd orb collects the beams, 
Caſt by meridian Phoebus from his throne, 80 
F lames like another ſun. A ſnowy plume, | 


: With wanton curls diſporting i in-the breeze, | 

| Floats o'er his dazzling caſque. On nearer view 
| + Beneath the radiant honors of his creſt 
A countenance of youth in roſy prime, 


- 


70 


Book II. LEO NI DAS. 


Of each beholder, © With a modeſt grace 
He came reſpectful 1 the king, and ſhew'd; 
That all ideas of his own deſert © 


And manly {weetneſs' won the fix d regard 


Were ſunk in veneration. 80 the gc 90 
Of light ſalutes his empyreal fire ; e 
When from his altar in th' embow'ring grove | 


Of palmy: Delos, or the hallow'd bonn 
Of Tenedos, or Claros, where he hears  * 3 
In hymns his praiſes from the ſons of men, % 
He reaſcends the high, RIES 8 
Such reverential homage on his _ 
O'erthading, ſoftens his effulgerit bine. 
With lovelineſs and grace, 'The . receives * 


Th' illuſtrious —_— thus, "OP willing 


tongue 1 100 
Would ſtyle thee Dithyrambus. Thou doſt bear 
All in thy aſpect to become chat name, - | 
we „ 
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Book II. LEONIDAS. as. I 


Diſplays the grifly face of battle rough oo 
| I Wit ears, obliquely trail din dreadful length 1290 UN 
Along th' indented way. Beſide him march'd 4 
His galant, Theſpian hoſt. The center boaſtis 
Leonidas the leader, who retains 2 3 
'The good: Megiſtias. near him. In the rear 
Dieneces commanded, who in charge 125 | 
Kept Menalippus, offspring of his friend. 


For theſe inſtructions. Let thine eye, young man, * 
Dwell on the order of our varying maren; 9 | 
As champain, vally, 1 mountain, or 4. RN 1 
Require a change. The eaſtern tyrant 25 #1 30 EEE. 
Conducts not his Barbarians like the ſands .. - 

In number. Yet the diſcipline of Greece 

They will encounter feeble, as the ſands, 

Daſh'd on a rock, and ſcatter d. in their fall. 


* 


46. LEONIDAS. Book II. 


To ham FR irg 5 The martial | 
135 


The flute's low warble, both in juſt accord, 
Entrante my ſenſes; but let wonder aſk, = 
Why is that tender veh icle of ſound 
Preferr'd in war by Sparta ? Other Greeks 
To more ſonorous muſic ruſh in fight, 140 


* 


380 of my friend, 8 rejoins, 
Well daſt thou note I praiſe thee, Sparts's law | 
With human paſſions, ſource of human woes, 45 
| Maintains perpetudl ftrife,, She ſternly curbs 
Our infant hearts, till paſſion yields its ſeat 
To principle and order. " Muſic two, 
By Spartans lev'd, is temper'd by the law ; 


Still to her plan ſubſervient melts in notes, 


Which cool and ſooth, not irritate and warm. 
Thus by habitual abſtinence, apply 150 
V¶ß! Sp To 


145 
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Book II. LEONIDAS. 


T o ev'ry. ſenſe, ſuppreſſing nature's FAY 
By modes of duty, not by indy 


O'er each impetuous enemy abroad, 
At home o'er vice and pleaſure we eva 


\ 


Our I metit a Laconian name! 253 
The Acarnanian anſwer'd, But explain, 
What is the land, we traverſe ? What the hill, 
Whoſe parted ſummit in a ſpacious void 
Admits a bed of clouds? And gracious tell, 
Whoſe are thoſe fuits of Armour, . which I ſee x60 


Borne by two Helots, At the queſtions pleas, 
Dieneces continues. Thoſe belong | 
To Alpheus and his brother. Light of foot 
They, diſencumber d, all at large precede 3855 
This pond'rous band. They guide a troop of 
u We | * 163 
Our m ne my" to odſerve, By 


- 3 Provide, 


4 


48 LBONID AS. Book II. 


Provide, forewarn, and obſtacles remove. 
This tract is Phocis. That divided hill 
15 fam' d Parnaſſus. Thence the voice divine 
Was ſent by Pheebus,. ſummoning to death 170 
The king of Sparta. From his fruitful blood 
A crop will ſpring of "OT to Greece. , 


* 
* 


AND theſe. three hundred . in birth and rank, . 

5 All citizens of Sparta .. +. +. « Cries the youth, E 
They all muſt bleed, Dieneces ſubjoins, 175 v 
All with their leader. 50 the law decrees. ; . 
e eee ee eee er 
To him with earneſt looks the gen ' rous youth. ＋ 
Wilt thou not place me in that glorious hour . D; 


Cloſe to thy buckler? Gratitude will brace 
Thy pupil's arm to manifeſt the force 180 
Of thy inſtruction. Menalippus, no, 
Return ' d the chief. Not thou of Spartan breed, 
0 | | Nor 


All 


Book II. LEONID AS. 49 
Nor call'd to periſh, Thou unwedded too 
Wouldſt leave no race behind thee. Live to praiſe, 
Live to enjoy our ſalutary fall. 185 
Reply is needleſs, See, the ſun deſcends. 

The army halts, I truſt thee with a charge, 


Son of Megiſtias. In my name command 


FTh' attendant Helots to erect our camp. 
K, We pitch our tents in Locris. Quick the youth 190 
His charge accompliſh'd. From a gen' rous meal, 


75 Where at the call of Alpheus Locris ſhow'r'd 


Her Amalthean plenty on her friends, 
The ſated warriors ſoon in lumber loſe 
MY The memory of toil. His watchful round 195 
Dieneces with Menalippus takes, 

. 50 THE moon rode high and Geer Her light benign 
To their pleas'd eyes a rural dwelling ſhew d, 

All unadorn'd, but ſeemly. Either ſide TT 
Vor, . D Was 


X 0 * 


Not 


50 LEONID AS. Book II. 


Was fenc'd by trees high- ſhnadowing. The front 2p0 
Look'd on a cryſtal pool, by feather'd tribes 
At ev'ry dawn frequented. From the ſprings 
A ſmall redundanee fed a ſhallow brook, | 
Oer ſmootheſt pebbles rippling juſt to wake, 
Not ſtartle ſilence, and the ear of night 205 
| Entice to liſten undiſturb'd. Around, 
The graſs was cover'd by repoſing ſheep, 
Whoſe drowſy guard no longer bay'd the moon. 


THE warriors ſtopp'd, contemplating the ſeat 
Of rural quiet. Suddenly a ſwaiinn _ 210 
Steps forth. His fingers touch the breathing reed. 
Upriſe the fleecy train. Each faithful dog 5 

1 mud,” n of ths e us 
Their known conductor fol low. Slow behind 


Th' obſerving warriors move. Ere long they 


„ 7 


- 


1:0 


Book II. L. EONIDAS. "io 
| 1 broad and verdant circle, thick inclos'd 
With birches ſtraight and tall, whoſe gloſſy rind | 
Is clad in filver from Diana's car. 

The ground was holy, and the central ſpot © | 
An altar bore to Pan. Beyond the orb 25 
Of ſkreening trees th external circuit harm d | 
With ſheep and beeves, each neighb'ring hamlet's i 
wealth $8) | RY 
Collected. Thither ſoon the "ie arriv'd, 
Whom, by the name of Melibœus hail'd, 


A peaſant throng ſurrounded. As their chief, 22 25 
He nigh the altar to his rural friends 1. 
4 Adddreſ d theſe words. O | ſent from diffrent 
lords : 
With contribution to the public wants, | 
Time preſſes. God of peaſants, bleſs our courſe ! 
Speed to the ſlow- pac'd ox, for once impart ! 230 
That o'er theie vallies, cool d by mn night, 
BS 155 We 
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We to our ſummons true, ere noon- tide blaze, 


May join Oileus, and his praiſe obtain. 


He ceas d. To ruſtic madrigals and pipes, 
Combin'd with bleating notes, and tinkling bells, 235 
With clamor ſhrill from buſy tongues of dogs, 
Or hollow-ſounding from the deep-mouth'd ox, 
Along the valley herd and flock are driv'n 
Succeſſive, halting oft to harmleſs ſpoil 
Of flow'rs and herbage, ſpringing in their ſight. 240 
While 1 Melibceus marſhall'd with addreſs 


The inoffenſive hoſt, unſeen in ſhades 


Dieneces applauded, and the youth 


Of Menalippus caution'd, Let no word 
Impede the careful peafant. On his charge 245 
Depends our welfare. Diligent and ſtaid 
He ſuits his godlike Doktor; Thou wilt ſee 
That righteous hero foon. Now ſleep demands 

| : Our 


45 


ur 


Book II. LEONIDAS. 3 
Our debt to nature. On a carpet dry 

Of moſs beneath a wholeſome beech they lay, 250 
Arm'd, as they were, Their lumber ſhort retires 
With night's laſt ſhadow, At their warning rous'd, 
The troops proceed, Th' admiring eye of youth 
In Menalippus caught the morning ä 
To guide its travel o'er the landſcape wide 25 . 
Of cultivated hillocks, dales and lawns, 

Where manſions, hamlets interpes d; where domes 


Roſe to their gods through conſecrated ſhades. 


He then exclaims. O ſay, can Jove devote 


Theſe fields to ravage, thoſe abodes to flames? 260 


Tus Spartan anſwers. Ravage, ſword and fire 
Muſt be endur'd, as incidental ills. 
Suffice it, theſe invaders ſoon, or late, 
Will leave this ſoil more fertile by their blood 
With ſpoils abundant to rebuild the fanes. 265 
D 3 5 Preca - 
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54 LEONIDAS. Book II. 
Precarious benefits are theſe, thou ſeeft, 9 
80 fram'd by heav'n ; but virtue is a good, 


No fae can ſpoil, and laſting to the grave. 


Bxs1DE the public way an oval fount 

Of marble ſparkled with a ſilver ſpray 270 
Of falling rills, collected from above. 

The army halted, and their hollow caſques 
Dipp'd in the Hind ſtream. Behind it roſe 

An edifice, compor'd of native roots, 

And oaken trunks of knotted girth unwrought. 275 
Within were beds of moſs. Old; batter'd a; 
Hung from the roof. The curious chiefs approach. 
Theſe words, engraven on a tablet rude, 
Megiftias reads ; the reſt in filence- hear. | 

« Yon marble fountain, by Oileus plac'd, 280 


% To thirſty lips in living water flows 


oy For weary ſteps he fram'd this cool retreat; 
t - « A 


- 


Book II. I EONID AS. 55 
«A grateful off ring here to rural peace, 
« His dinted ſhield, his helmet he reſign d. 
« O paſſenger, if born to noble deeds h 28 5 
« Thou wouldſt obtain perpetual grace from Jove, 
„D Devote thy vigour to heroic toils, 

« And thy decline to hoſpitable cares. 
“ Reſt here; then ſeek Oileus in his vale,” 

O © Joys, burſt forth Leonidas, thy grace 290 
Is large and various. Length. of days and blifs 
To him thou giv'ſt, to me a ſhorten'd term, 
Nor yet leſs happy. Grateful we confeſs | 8 
Thy diff rent bounties, meaſur'd full to both. 


Come let us ſeek Oileus in his vale, 29 5 


Tre word is givin, The heavy phalanx moves. 
The light-pac'd Helots long, ere morning dawn'd, 
Had recommenc'd their progreſs, They ofertook 
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Once yielded reſt unbroken, till the name 


56 LEONIDAS. Book II. 
Blithe Meliboeus in a W vale, 


» 


Ine fruitfulleſt i in Locris, ere the ſun 306 
Shot forth his noone beams. On either fide 
A ſurface ſcaroe perceptibly aſcends, 


Luxuriant vegetation erouds the ſoil 


With, trees cloſe-rang'd and mingling. Rich the loads 


Of native fruitage to the light reveal 305 
Their vig'rous nurture. There the fluſhing peach, 


The apple, citron, almond, pear and date, 


Pomegranates, purple mulberry, and fig 

From interlacing branches mix their hues 

And ſcents, the paſſenger s delight; but leave 310 
In the mid-vale a paſture long and large, | 


Exuberant in vivid "ou cropp'd 


By herds, by flocks innum'rous, Neighb'ring knolls 


Are ſpeckled o'er with cots, whoſe humble roofs 


; To herdſmen, ſhepherds, and laborious hinds 315 


— 


Of 


f 


Bock II. LEONIDAS. 37 


Of Xerxes ſhook their quiet. Vet this day 

Was feſtive. . Swains and damſels, youth and age, 
From toil, from home enlarg'd, diſporting, fill'd 
TY enliven'd meadow. Under ew'ry ſhale 320 
A hoary minſtrel fat; the maidens danc'd ; = 


Flocks bleated ; oxen low'd ; the horſes neigh'd ; 


With joy the vale reſounded; terror fled ; 
Leonidas was nigh, The welcome news 

By Melibceus, haſt'ning to his lord, 325 
Was loudly told. The Helots too appear . 


While with his brother Alpheus thus diſcours' 4 


Is this fair valley old Oileus dwells, 
The firſt of Locrians, of Laconia's ſtate . 
The public hoſt. Von large n mark. 330 


They promiſe welcome. Thither let us bend, 


There tell our charge, This ſaid, they both advance. 
A hoary band receives them. One, who ſeem'd 
D 5 go 


1 L E © NI DAS. Book II. 

In rank, in age ſuperior, wiv'd his hand | 

To 0 Melibceus, — near, and ſpake. 335 
By this my faithful meſſenger I learn, 

That you are friends. Nor yet th' invader” 8 foot 

Hath paſs'd our confines. Elſe, o ercaſt by time, 

My ſight would ſcarce diſtinguiſh friend, or foe, 

A Grecian, or Barbarian. Alpheus then. 340 
Wr come from Lacedæmon, of our — 

Lhonidas forerunners. . Is he nigh ? 

The cordial ſenior tenderly exclaims. 

I am G Him a beardlefs boy 

I knew in Lacedzmon. "Twenty years 345 

Are ſince claps'd. He ſcarce remembers me, 

But 1 will feaſt him, as becomes my zeal, 

Him and his army, You, my friends, repoſe, 


© 
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Book II. LEONIDAS. x9 - 
T HEY lit, He ſtill diſcourſes Spartan gueſts, 
In me an aged ſoldier you behold. 350 
From Ajax, fam'd in A gamemnon” 8 hah ; 
Ollean Ajax flows my vital ſtream, | 
Unmix'd with his preſumption. I have borne 
The higheſt functions in the Locrian Nate, 
Not with diſhonor. Self-diſmiſs'd, my age 355 
Hath in this valley on my own demeſn 
Liv'd tranquil, not recluſe. My comrades 3 
Old magiſtrates and warriors like myſelf, 
Releas'd from public care, with me W ; 
To rural quiet. Through our laſt remains 360 
Of time in ſweet garrulity we flide, | 
Recounting paſs'd achievements of our prime; 
Nor wanting lib; ral means for lib'ral deeds, 
Here bleſs'd, here bleſſing, we reid. Theſe flocks, 
Theſe herds and ane, theſe our num'rous. 
hinds, En 365 
: And 


aw, — » oth <4 ET” wt 

N p . _—_ 2 CE 

Den A 

2 r Ge D . 
5 "oP 


PAY 


F . R W = — — * 
158 REEL its ALE 


— 


rr e Win” ig 
* e 
— * „ 2 3 Sade. 
6 z Res 


r a to ot an dt eee Senn AdtGartm.c,.  . Ate... oe A Re at. eto 


2206 


—— — — 
0 : 
>» * — 5 * 
N r 22 
"= : n 7 


'«@ 0 


Of amaranths, of jaſmin, roſes, pinks 


Book II. 
And poverty, hence exil'd, may divulge 

Our generous abundance. We can ſpread 
A banquet for an army. By the ſtate 
Once more entreated, we accept a charge, 


To age well-ſuited, By our watchful care 370 


The goddeſs Plenty in your tents ſhall dwell. 


iz He ſcarce had finiſn'd, when the enſigns broad 


Of Lacedæmon's phalanx down the vale 


Were ſeen to wave, unfolding at the ſound , 


Of Autes, ſoft-warbling in th' expreſſive mood 37 5 
Of Dorian ſweetneſs, unadorn'd. Around, 
In notes of welcome ev'ry ſhepherd tun'd 
His ſprightiy reed. The damſels ſhew'd their hair, 
| Diverkify'd with flowrets. Gartands gay, 


Ruſh-woven baſkets, glowing with the dies 380 


And violets they carry, tripping light 


Before 


Book II. LEONIDAS. 621 

Before the ſteps of grimly-featur'd Mars 

To blend the ſmiles of Flora with his frown. 

Leonidas they chaunt in filvan lays, * 

1 im the defender of their meads and groves, 

Him more, than Pan, a guardian to their flocks. 

While Philomela, in her poplar ſhade 

Awaken'd, ſtrains her emulating throat, 

And joins with liquidtrills the ſwelling ſounds. 30 
BEHOL D, Oileus and his ancient train 

Accoſt Laconia's king, whoſe looks and words 

Confeſs remembrance of the Loerian chief. 


— 
— = 


THRICE hail ! Oileus, Sparta's noble hoſt. 
Thou art of old acquainted with her ſons, 395 
Their laws, their manners. Muſical, as brave, 
Train'd to delight in ſmooth-Terpander's lay, 


In Alcman's Dorian meaſure, we enjoy 


In 


= LEONIDAS. "Book IL 


In thy melodious vale the unlabour'd ſtrains 
Of rural pipes, to nightingales attun'd. as 
Our heart-felt gladneſs deems the lden age 
Subſiſting, where thou governſt. Still theſe tones 
Of joy continu'd may thy dwellings hear! 
Still may this plenty, unmoleſted, crown | 
The favor'd diſtrict ! May thy rev rend duſt 40 5 
Have peaceful ſhelter in thy father's tomb ! 
Kind heav'n, that merit to my ſword impart ! 


By joy uplifted, forth Ojleus broke. 
Thou doſt recal me then ! O ſent to guard 
Theſe fruits from ſpoil, theſe — locks from 
- ſhame, 4 . 410 
Permit thy weary'd ſoldiers to partake 
Of Locrian plenty. Enter thou my tents, 
Thou and thy captains, I falute them all. 


"THE 


Book II. LEONIDAS. 65 
Tux hero full of dignity and years, 

Once bold in action, plac'd now in eaſe, 415 

Evn by his look,” beriignly-caft around, 

Gives laflitude relief. With native grace, 

With heart-effus'd complacency the king: 

Accepts the lib'ral welcome ; ; while his troops, 

To relaxation and repaſt diſmiſs'd, 4320 

Pitch on the wounded green their briſtling ſpears. 
STILL is the evening. Under cheſſnut ſhades 

With interweaving poplars ſpacious ſtands 

A well-fram'd tent. There calm the heroes ſit, 

The genial board enjoy, and feaſt the mind 42 5 

On fog diſcourſe ; which thus Oileus clos d. 


BEHOLD, night lifts her ſignal to . 
That friendly god, who owns the drowſy wand. 
To Mercury this laſt libation flows, 


* 


AY + A N p r 2 — 9 4 
Xo ER MEE 2 Dr rei 1 hy 
=> . = f an al” = 
AS ab I EIA 8 > Ss 2 - £&..% 8 TY 
"IE +: Ns. "NY, — 1 S oe — 10 2 FIT 8 ws * i > * . — « >, 4 8 
* e 2 "i — * 5 : 
þ Pins * * wo 2687 "IR Sn r „ 
— 4 2 . - r * om tos 
. a 


33 


64 LEONIDAS. Book II. 


Farewel till morn. They ſeparate, they ſleep 4.30 


All, but Oileus, who forſakes the tent, 


On Melibceus in theſe words he calls. 


Approach my faithful friend. To him the ſwain. 


- 


Thy bondman hears thy call. The chief replies 
Loud for the gath' ring peaſantry to heed. 435 


: Con, Melibceus, it is furely time, 

TY hat my repeated gift, the name e of friend 

Thou ſhouldſt accept. The name al bondman 
wounds - 

My ear. Be free. No Wagens beſt of men, 


| Reject that boon, nor let my feeble head, 440 
| To thee a debtor, as to gracious heav'n, 


Deſcend and ſleep unthankful in the grave. 
Though yielding nature daily feels decay; ; 

Thou doſt prevent all care. The gods eſtrange 
Pain from” my pillow, have ſecur'd my breaſt 445 


Book II. L EONIDAS 68 
From weeds:t00 oft in aged ſoils profuſe, 
F rom 5 ſelf-tormenting, petulance and pride, 
From jealouſy and envy at the fame 
Of younger men. Leonidas will dim 

My former luſtre, as that ſilver orb 4 450 
| Outſhines the meaneſt ſtar; and I rejoice, 
O Melibceus, theſe elect of Jove 
| To certain death advance. Immortal pow'rs ! - 
How ſocial, how endearing is. their ſpeech | 
How flow in lib'ral cheerfulneſs their hearts | 455 
To ſuch a period verging men like theſe- _ 
Age well may envy, and that envy take = 
The genuine ſhape of virtue, Let their ſpan ö 
Of earthly being, while it laſts, contain 
Exch earthly joy. Till bleſs'd. Elyſium ſpread 460 
Her ever-blooming, inexhauſted ſtores | 
To their glad ſight, be mine the grateful talk 
To drain my plenty. From the vaulted caves 

| Our 
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Our veſſels large of well-fermented wine, 5 
From all our gran'ries lift the treaſur d corn. 465 

Go, load the groaning axles. Nor forget 
With garments new to greet Meliſſa's nymphs. | 

To her a triplechangs of veſtments bear | 
With twenty lambs, and twenty ſpeckled kids, 

Be it your care, my peaſants, ſomme to aid 470 

Him your director, others to ſelect 

Five hundred oxen, thrice a thouſand ſheep, 

Of luſty ſwains a thouſand. Let the morn, 

When firſt ſhe bluſhes, ſee my will perform” d. 

Tur heard, Their lord's injunctions to ful- 

ff. tne . 

Was their ambition. He, unreſting, mounts 

A ready car, The courſers had enroll'd 

His name in Iſthmian and Nemean games. ; 

By moon-light, floating on the ſplendid reins, 

He 


$ 


He 


Book II. LEONTDAS. 8 6 


He o'er the buſy vale intent is borne 480 


From place to place, oferlooks, directs, forgets, 


That he is old. Mean time the ſhades of night, 


Retiring, wake Dieneces. He gives 


The word. His pupil ſeconds.  Ev'ry band 


Is arm'd. Day opens. Sparta's king OI 485 
Oileus greets him. In his radiant car 

The ſenior ſtays reluctant; j but his gueſt 

So wills in Spartan reverence to age. 

Then ſpake the Locrian. To aſſiſt thy camp 

A choſen band of peaſants I detach, - 490 
I truſt thy valour. Doubt not thou my care; 
Nor doubt that ſwain. Oileus, ſpeaking, look'd 


On Melibœus. Skilful he commands 


Theſe hinds. Him wiſe, him faithful I have prov'd 
More, than Eumzus to Laertes' ſon, 495 
To him th' CEtzan woods, their devious ticks 
Are known, each rill and fountain, Near the paſs 
£5 Te 


68 LEONIDAS. Book ! 
Two thouſand Loerians wilt thou find encamp'd, 
My eldeſt born their leader, Medon nam'd, 
Well-exercis'd in arms. My daughter dwells 500 
On Eta. Sage Meliſſa ſhe is call'd, 
Enlighten'd prieſteſs of the tuneful nine. 

She haply may: accoſt thee, Thou wilt lend 


5 An ear. Not fruitleſs are Meliſſa's words. 


Now, ſervants, bring the ſacred wine. Obey'd, 505 


He, from his ſeat upriſing, thus On 


Lo ! from this chalice a libation pure 
To Mars, to Grecian liberty and laws, 
To their protector, eleutherian Jove, 
To his nine daughters, who record the brave, 5 10 
To thy renown, Leonidas, I pour; 


And take an old man's benediction too, 


Hz 
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, He ſtopp'd. Affection, ſtruggling in his heart, 
gurſt forth again. IIluſtrious gueſt, afford 'F 

do Another hour. That ſlender ſpace of time 515 

Yield to my ſole poſſeflion. While the troops, 
Already glitt ring down the dewy vale, 


File through its narrow'd- outlet; near my ſide 


Deign to he carry'd, and my talk endure. 

0s Ls es 
THe king, well-pleas'd, aſcends. Slow move 

the ſteeds | ; $20 

Behind the rear, Oileus graſps his hand, 

Then in the fulneſs of | +1 ſoul- purſues, 

$10 Tay veneration for Laconia's laws 

That I may ſtrengthen, may to rapture warm, 

| Hear me diſplay the inelaricholy fruits ; 525 

Of lawleſs will. When o'er the Lydian plains | 

Th innumerable tents of Xerxes | pread, 


He | His 


70 LEONTDAS. Book Il, 

His vaſſal, Pythius, who in afluent means | 

Surpaſſes me, as that Barbarian prince | 

Thou doſt in virtue, entertain'd the hoſt, 5 30 

And olf all his treaſures. Theſe the king 

Refuſing, ev'n augmented from his own. 

An act of fancy, not habitual 1 

A ſparkling vapour through the regal gloom 

Of cruelty and pride. He now prepar'd 535 

To march from Sardis, when with humble tears 

The good old man beſought him. Let the king 

Propitious hear a parent. In thy train a 

I have five ſons. Ah! leave my eldeſt born, 

Thy future vaſſal, to ſuſtain my age! 540 

The tyrant fell reply d. Preſumptuous man, 

Who art my Have, in this tremendous war, 

Is not my perſon hazarded, my race, 5 

My conſort? Former merit ſaves from death | 
Four of thy offspring. Him, ſo dearly pris'd, wit 

Thy 


0 


35 


40 


Book II. LEON ID AS. 571 
Thy folly hath deſtroy'd. | His body ſtraight 


Was hewn aſunder. By the public way 
On either ſide a bleeding half was caſt, 
And millions paſs'd between. 0 Spartan king, 


Taught to revere the ſanctity of laws, 5e 


The acts of Xerxes with thy own compare, 


His fame with thine. The curſes of mankind 


Give him renown. He marches to deſtroy, 


But thou to ſave, Behold the trees are bent, 
Each eminence is loaded thick with crouds, 5 5 5 
From cots, from ev'ry hamlet pour'd abroad, 


To bleſs thy ſteps, to celebrate thy praiſe. 


OrT1MEs the king his decent brow inclin'd, 


Mute and obſequious to an elder's voice, 


Which through th* inſtructed ear, unceaſing 
flow'd . =; | = 0 dd 


In eloquence and knowledge. Scarce an hour 


72 LEONID AS. Book II. 

Was fled. The narrow dale was left behind. 

A cauſeway. broad diſclos'd an ancient pile 

Of military fame. A trophy large, 

Compact with creſted morions, targets rude, | 56 5 

With ſpears and carſelets, dimm'd by eating age, 
Stood near a lake pellucid, ſmooth, profound, 

Of circular expanſe; whoſe boſom ſhew'd 

A oreen-ſlop'd iſland, figur'd o'er with flow'rs, * 

And from its center lifting high to view 570 

A marble chapel, on the maſly ſtrength 

Of Doric columns rais d. A full-wrought freeze 

Diſplay'd the ſculptor's art. In ſolemn pomp | 

Of obeliſks and buſts, and ſtory'd urns 

Sepalotiral manſions of illuſtrious dead . 57 " Oh 

Were ſcatter'd round, o'ercaft with ſhadows black 

Of yew and cypreſs. In a ſerious note 


Oiteus, pointing, opens new diſcourſe. 


BENEATH 


Book II. LEONIDAS. 73 
BENEATH yon turf my anceſtors repoſe, 

Oilean Ajax ſingly was depriv'd : 580 

Of fun'ral honors there. With impious luſt 

He ſtain'd Minerva's temple. From the gulph 

Of briny waters by their god prefery'd, 

That god he brav'd. He lies beneath a rock, 

By Neptune's trident in his wrath o'erturn'd, 585 

Shut from Elyſium for a hundred years, 

The hero's ghoſt bewail'd his 6085 tomb. 

A race more pious on th* Oilean houſe 

Felicity have drawn. To ev'ry god 

I owe my bliſs, my early fame to Pa. 5090 

Once on the margin of that filent pool 

In their nocturnal camp Barbarians lay, 
Awaiting morn to violate the dead. 

My youth was fir'd. I ſummon'd from their cots 

A ruſtic hoſt, We facrific'd to Pan, 606 

Aſſail'd th unguarded ruffians in his name. 

Vol. I. i Ws ne 
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The hoſpitality of age. O age, 


In bland deportment ? Would thy furrow'd cheeks 


74 LEONIDAS. Book II. II 


He with his terrors ſmote their yielding hearts, ML 


Not one ſurviv'd the fury of our ſwains. 1 


Rich was the pillage. Hence that trophy roſe; H 


Of coſtly blocks conſtructed, hence that fane, 605 IB 


Inſcrib'd to Pan th' armipotent. O king, . 
Be to an old man's vanity benign. 54 Hi 
This frowning emblem of terrific war W 
Proclaims the ardour and exploits of youth” [A 


This to Barbarian ſtrangers, ent'ring Greece, 610 


Shews, what I was. The marble fount, thou ſaw'ſt, 
Of living water, whoſe tranſparent flow 

Reliev'd thy march in yeſter ſultry ſun, | 

The cell, which offer'd reſt on beds of moſs, 


Shew, what I am; to Grecian neighbours ſhew 615 
Where are thy graces, but in lib'ral deeds, 


Loſe the deformity of time ? Let ſmiles 


Dwell 


* 


15 
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Dwell in thy wrinkles, Then, rever'd by youth, 620 
Thy feeble ſteps will find - - - - Abruptly here 
He paus d. A manly warrior full in fight 

Beſide the trophy on his target lean'd, 

Unknown to Sparta's leader, who addreſs'd 

His rev rend hoſt. Thou pauſeſt. Let me aſk, ha 5 
Whom do I ſee, reſembling in his form 


A demigod ? In tranſport then the ſage. 


IT is my ſon, diſcover'd by his ſhield, | 
Thy brave auxiliar, Medon. He ſuſtains 
y ancient honors in his native ſtate, 630 
Which kindly choſe my offspring to replace 
Their long-ſequeſter'd chief. Heart-winning gueſt !_ 
My life, a tide of joy, which never knew 


painful ebb, beyond its wonted mark 


ck Flows in thy converſe. Could a wiſh prevail, 635 5 


vel. 


1y long and happy courſe ſhould finiſh here. 
E 2 | THE 
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Tux chariot reſted. Medon now approach'd, 
Saluting thus Leonidas. O king 

Of warlike Sparta, Xerxes' hoſt in ſight 

Begin to ſpread their multitude, and fill 640 
The ſpacious Malian plain. The king replies. 


Acc r, illuſtrious meſſenger, my thanks. 
With ſuch a brave aſſiſtant, as the ſon 
Of great Oileus, more aſſur'd I go 
To face thoſe numbers. With his godlike friend 645 
The father, now diſmounting from his car, 
Embraces Medon. In a liding bark 
They all are wafted to the iſland fane, 
Fredted by Oileus, and enrich'd 
With his engrav'd achievements. Thence the 
eye | 650 
Of Sparta's gen'ral in extenſive ſcope 
Contemplates each battalion, as they wind 
EE Along 
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| Along the pool; whoſe limpid face reflects 
| Their weapons, gliſt'ning in the early ſun. 


Them he to Pan armipotent commends, 655 


— 


His favor thus invoking. God, whoſe pow'r 
By rumour vain, or Eccho's empty voice 
Can ſink the valiant in deſponding fear, 

Can diſarray whole armies, ſmile on theſe, 
Thy worſhippers. Thy . Arcadians guard. 660 
T hrough thee Oileus triumph'd, On his ſon, 
On me look down. Our ſhields auxiliar Join 
Againſt profane Barbarians, who inſult 
The Grecian gods, and meditate the fall 

Of this thy ſhrine. He ſaid, and now intent 665 
To leave the ifland on Oileus call'd. 


HE, Medon anſwer'd, by his joy and zeal . 
Too high tranſported, and diſcourſing long, 
Felt on his drowſy lids a balmy down 

E3 Of 
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Of heavineſs deſcending. He, unmark'd 670 


Amid thy pious commerce with the god, 


Was filently remov'd. The good old chief 
On carpets, rais'd by tender, menial hands, 
Calm in the ſecret ſanctuary is laid, 


His haſt'ning ſtep Leonidas reſtrains, 675 
Thus fervent prays. O Maia's ſon, beſt pleas'd, 
When calling number to a virtuous eye, 
Watch o'er my venerable friend, Thy balm 


He wants, exhauſted by his love to me, 


Sweet lep, thou ſoft®neſt that intruding pang, 680 


Which gen'rous breaſts, ſo parting, muſt admit, 


Hs faid, embark'd, relanded. To his fide 


Inviting Medon, he rejoin'd the hoſt, 


3 


END of the SECOND Book. 
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BOOK the Trp. 


F The Argument. 


Leonidas arrives at Thermopylæ about noon on the 
fourth day after his departure from the Iſthmus. 
He is recaiv'd by Demophilus, the commander of 

| Theſpia, and by Anaxander the Theban, treche- 
roufly recommending Epialtes, a Malian, who ſeeks 
by a pompous deſcription of the Perſian power to in- 
timidate the Grecian leaders, as they are viewing 


30 


t. the enemy's camp from the top of mount Oeta. He 


is anſwer'd by Dieneces and Diomedon. RXerxes 
ſends Tygranes. and Phraortes to the Grecian camp, 


who are diſmiſs'd by Leonidas, and conducted back. 


by Dithyrambus and Diomedon ; which laſt, in- 
cens'd at the arrogance of Tygranes, treats him with 
contempt and menaces. This occaſions a challenge 
to ſingle combat between Diomedon and Tigranes, 
Di n and Phraortes, Epialtes after a con- 
E 4 Fference 
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ference with Anaxander declares his intention of 
returning to Xerxes. Leonidas diſpatches Agis 
with Melibeus, a faithful flave of Oileus, and 
bib in the eſtimation of his lord, to view a body 
of Pbocians, wha had been poſted at a di ſtance 
from Thermopyle for the _ of another paſs 1 in 
mount Oeta. 


OW in.the van Leonidas appears, 
With Medon ſtill conferring, Haſt thou 
heard, 


He ſaid, among th' innumerable foes 


What chiefs are moſt diſtinguiſh'd? Might we truft 


To fame, reply'd the Locrian, Xerxes boaſts 3 


His ableſt, braveſt counſellor and chief 
In Artemiſia, Catia? s matchleſs queen. : 


To old Darius benefits had bound 
Her lord, her ſelf to Xerxes. Not compell d, 


Except by magnanimity, ſhe leads 
The beſt-appoinred ſquadron i in his fleet, 


No 


2 
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No female ſoftneſs Artemiſia knows, 

But in maternal love, Her widow'd'hand 

With equity and firmneſs for her fon — 
Adminiſters the ſway. Of Doric race 15 
She ſtill retains the ſpirit, which from Greece 
Her anceſtors tranſ planted. Other chiefs 

Are all Barbarians, little known to fame, 

Save one, whom Sparta hath herſelf ſupply'd, 
Not leſs, than Demaratus, once her king, 20 
An exile now. Leonidas rejoins. 


Sow of Oileus, like thy father wiſe, 
Like him partake my confidence. Thy words 
Recal an æra, ſad'ning all my thoughts. 
That injur'd Spartan ſhar d the regal fray a5 
With one----Alas !. my brother, eldeſt born, 

_ Unbleſs'd by nature, favor'd by no god, 
Cleomenes. Inſanity of mind, | 
E S5 ⁴ Malig- 
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Malignant paſſions, impious acts deform'd 


A life, concluded by his own fell hand. 30 
Againſt his colleague envious he ſuborn'd 
Leutychides. Hit perjury and fraud 

Plac'd on the ſeat, by Demaratus held 

Unſtain'd in luſtre. Here Oileus' ſon. 


My future ſervice only can repay 35 
Thy confidential * Let us cloſe 
The gloomy theme. Tbameppis is nigh. 
Each face in tranſport glows. Now Eta rear'd 
His tow'ring forehead. With impatient ſteps 
On ruſh'd the phalanx, ſounding pæans high; 40 
As if the preſent deity of fame * 
Had from the ſummit ſhewn her dazzling form, 
With wreaths unfading on her temples bound, 
Her ad 
To celebrate their valour. From the van 45 
| Leoni- 


8 tin trumpet in her hand 
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Leoninas advances like the ſun, | | 
When through dividing clouds his preſence ſtays 
Their ſweeping rack, and ſills the clam'rous wind, 
The nr ſilent halt. Their enſigns fan 
The air no longer. Motionleſs their ſpears. 0 
His eye reveals the ardour of his foul, 

Which thus finds utt'rance trom his eager lips. 


ALL hail ! T nermopylæ, and you, the pow'rs, 
Preſiding here, All hail ! ye ſilvan gods, | 
Ye fountain nymphs, who ſend yorr lucid rills 55 
In broken murmurs down the rugged ſteep. 18 
Receive us, O benignant, and ſupport 
The cauſe of Greece. Conceal the ſecret paths, 
Which o'er theſe erage, and through their foreſts 


wind, 
Untrod by human feet, and trac'd a 8 
By your immortal footſteps. O defend 7 
Your 
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Your own Wels nor let impious war | 
Profane the Hin filence of your groves. I 
| Then on your hills your praiſes ſhall you hear 

j | From thoſe, whoſe deeds ſhall tell th' approving 
F 5 65 


That not to undeſervers did ye grant 
Your high protection. Vou, my valiant friends, 
Now rouſe the gen rous ſpirit, which inflames 


Your hearts ; exert the vigour of your arms: 


Your memorable actions may ſurvive ; 

May ſound delightful in the ear of time, 

Long, as blue Neptune beats the Malian ſtrand, 
Or thoſe tall cliffs erect their ſhaggy tos 
80 near to heav'n, your monuments of fame. 75 


— 


As in ot torrid region, where the bead 


of Ceres bends beneath her golden load ; 


If 


That in the boſoms of the brave and free 70 
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If from a burning brand a ſcatter d ſpark 
Invade the parching ground ; a ſudden blaze 
Sweeps o'er the crackling champain : through his 
Not with leſs ſuifneſs to the furtheſt. ranks 
The words of great Leonidas diffus'd 


A more, than mortal fervour. Ev'ry heart 
Diftends with thoughts of glory, ſuch, as raiſe 
The patriat's virtue, and the ſoldier's fire; 85 
When danger moſt tremendous in his form = 
Seems in their fight moſt lovely. On their minds 
Imagination pictures all the ſcenes 12 85 
Of war, the purple field, the heaps of death, 
The glitrring trophy, pil'd with Perſian arms. 90 


Bur lo ! the Grecian leaders, who before 
Were ſtation'd near Thermopyle, ſalute 
Laconia's king. The Theſpian chief, ally 

g a 
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To Dithyrambus, firſt the filence breaks, vas 7 


An ancient warrior, From behind his caſque, 95 
| Whoſe creſted weight his aged temples bore, 
The ſlender hairs, all-filver'd o'er by time, 


Flow'd venerable down, He thus began. 


Joy now ſhall crown the period of my days; 
And whether nigh my father's urn I fleep; 100 Ml + 
Or, lain by Perſia's ſword, embrace the earth, 1 
Our cm parent; be it, as the gods + a 


hall beſt determine, For the preſent hour ? 
I bleſs their bounty, which hath giv'n my age ff 1 
To ſee the brave Leonidas, and bid 105 x 
That hero welcome on this glorious ſhore 7 
To fix the baſis of the Grecian weal. T 

b E 

Here too the crafty Anaxander ſpake, 

Of all the Thebans we, rejoicing, hail 


— 


O may oblivion o'er the ſhame of Thebes 


The meſſenger of freedom. O accept | 
Our grateful hearts, thou, Alpheus, art the cauſe, 
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The king of Sparta. We obey'd his call. 110 


A dark*ning veil extend ! or thoſe alone | 

By fame be curs'd, whoſe impious counſels turn 
Their countrymen from virtue Thebes was ſt unk, 
Her glory bury'd in diſhoneft ſloth. 115 


To wake her languor gen'rous Alpheus came, 


* 


That Anaxander from his native gates 
Not ſingle joins this hoſt, nor tamely theſe, 120 
My choſen friends, behind their walls mania. 
Enough of words. Time preſſes, Mount, ye chiefs, 
This loftieſt part of Eta. This o'erlooks _ 
The ſtrei ghts, and far beyond their northern mouth 
Extends our ſight acroſs the Malian plain. | 125 
Behold a native, Epialtes call'd, 


Who with the foe from Thracia's s bounds hath 
march d. Dis. 
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Discuis- Din ſeeming worth, he ended here. 
The camp not long had Epialtes reach'd, 


By race a Malian. Eloquent his tongue, 130 . 
His heart was falſe and abjet. He was killa | * 
To grace perfidious counſels, and to clothe 8 
In ſwelling phraſe the baſeneſs of his ſoul, By 
Foul nurſe of treaſons. To the fents of Greece, 
Himſelf a Greek, a faithlefs ſpy he came. 135 ＋ 
Soo to the friends of Xerxes he repair'd, 1 
The Theban chiefs, and nightly councils held Ne 
How to betray the Spartans, or deje& = 
By conſternation. Up the arduous ſlope Zn 
With him each leader to the ſummit climbs. 140 an 
Thence a tremendous proſpect they command, Th 
Where endleſs plains, by white pavilions hid, Of 
Spread like the vaſt Atlantic, when no ſhore, * 
No rock, no promontory ſtops the fight way 
er 


- Unbounded, as it wanders; while the moon, 145 
| Reſplene 
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kelpkesaeg eye of night, in fulleſt orb 
Surveys th' interminate expanſe, and throws 
Her rays abroad to deck in ſnowy light 
The dancing billows. Such was Xerxes camp 3 
A pow'r unrivalbd by the mightieſt king, þ 50 
Or fierceſt ———_— whoſe blood-thirſty pride, 
Diſſolving all the ſacred ties, which bind 
The happineſs of nations, hath upcall'd 
| The ſleeping fury, Diſcord, from her den. 
Not from the hundred brazen gates of Thebes, 153 
The tow'rs of Memphis, and thoſe pregnant fields, 
Enrich'd by kindly Nile, fuch armies ſwarm's 
Around Seſoſtris; who with trophies fill'd 
The vanquiſh'd eaſt, who o'er the rapid foam 
Of diſtant Tanais, o'er the ſurface broad 
Of Ganges ſent his formidable name, - 
Nor yet in Afia's far extended bounds 
E'er met ſuch numbers, not when Ninus led 

| . Th® 
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Th' Aſſyrian race to conqueſt. Not the gates 
Of Babylon along Euphrates pour d 165 
Such myriads arm'd; when, emptying all her ſtreets, 
The rage of dire Semiramis they bore 

Beyond the Indus; there defeated, left 

His blood-ſtain'd current turbid with their dead. 


| YET of the chiefs, contemplating this ſcene, 170 
Not one is ſhaken, Undiſmay'd they ſtand 3 
Th' immeaſurable camp with fearleſs eyes 

They traverſe : while i in meditation near 

The trech'rous Malian waits, collecting all 

His pomp of words to paint the hoſtile pow'r; 175 
Nor yet with falſhood arms his fraudful tongue 
To feign a tale of terror. T ruth herſelf 

Beyond the reach of fiction to enhance 

Now aids his treaſon, and with cold diſmay 

| Might pierce the boldeſt heart, unleſs ſecur'd 180 
By 


Book III. LEONID AS. yt 
By dauntleſs virtue, which diſdains to live, 
From liberty divorc'd, Requeſted ſoon, 

He breaks his artful ſilence. Greeks and friends, 
Can I behold my native Malian fields, 


Preſenting hoſtile millions to your ſight, 185 


And not in grief ſuppreſs the horrid tale, 
Which you exact from theſe ill-omen'd lips. 
On Thracia's ſea-beat verge I watch'd the foes; 
Where, joining Europe to the Aſian ſtrand, 
A mighty bridge reſtrain'd th* outrageous 
ww, ALS tad 190 
And ftemm'd th' impetuous current : while in 
5 arms 
The univerſal progeny of men 
Seem'd trampling o'er the ſubjugated flood | 
Buy thouſands, by ten thouſands, Perſians, Medes, 
Aſſyrians, Saces, Indians, ſwarthy files 195 
0 From Ethiopia, Zgypt's tawny ſons, 
y Arabians, 


- 
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Arabians, Bactrians, Parthians, all the ſtrengtn 
Of Aſia, and of Libya. Neptune groan'd 


Beneath their number, and indignant heav'd 

His neck againſt ch' incumbent weight. In vain 200 
The violence of Eurus and the North, 

With rage combin'd, againſt th' unyielding pile 
Daſh'd half the Helleſpont. The eaſtern world 
Sev'n days and nights uninterrupted paſs | 

To cover Thracia's regions. They accept 295 


A Perſian lord. They range their hardy race 


Beneath his ſtandards. Macedonia's youth, 

The brave Theſſalian horſe with ev? ry Greek, 
Who dwells beyond Thermopylæ, attend, 
Aſſiſt a foreign tyrant. Sire of gods, 210 
Who in a moment by thy will ſupreme 1 
Canft quell the mighty in their proudeſt hopes, 
Canſt raiſe the weak to ſafety, Oh ! impart 


Thy inftant ſuccour ! Interpoſe thy arm ! 


With: 
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With lightning blaſt their ſtandards ! Oh ! con- 


found 215 
With tripple-bolted thunder Aſia's tents, 
Whence ruſhing millions by the morn will pour 
An inundation to o'erwhelm the Greeks. 
Reſiſtance elſe were vain againſt a hoſt, 

Which overſpreads Theſſalia. Far beyond 220 
That Malian champain, ſtretching wide below, 
Beyond the utmoſt meaſure of the ſight 
From this afpiring cliff, the hoſtile camp 
Contains yet mightier numbers ; who have drain'd 
The beds of copious rivers with their thirſt, 225 
Who with their arrows hide the mid-day ſun. 


Turn we ſhall give them battle in the — 

Dieneces reply d. Not calmly thus 

Diomedon. On Perſia's camp he bent 

His low'ring brow, which frowns had fan's 0 er, 2 30 
Then 
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Then fierce erclab d. Bellona, turn and vw 


With joyful eyes that field, the fatal ſtage, 

By regal madneſs for thy rage prepar'd 

To exerciſe its horrors: Whet thy teeth, 
Voracious death. All Aſia is thy prey.” 245 
Contagion, famine, and the Grecian ſword 

For thy inſatiate hunger will provide 

Variety of carnage. He concludes ; 


While on the hoſt immenſe his cloudy brow 


Is i'd diſdainful, and their ſtrength defies. 240 


MEAN time an eaſtern herald down the paſs 
Was ſeen, flow-moving tow'rds the Phocian wall. 
From Aſia's monarch delegated, came 

Tigranes and Phraortes. From the hill 
Leonidas conducts th* impatient chiefs, 245 
By them environ'd, in his tent he ſits; 5 
Where thus Tigranes their attention calls. 


3 | AMBAS- 


<< OO wi 


AMASSADORS from Perſia's king we ſtand 
Before you, Grecians. To diſplay the pow'r 
Of our great maſter were a needleſs taſk. : 250 
The name of Xerxes, Aſia's mighty lord, 
Invincible, exalted on a throne, 

Surpaſſing human luſtre, muſt have reach d 

To ev'ry clime, and ev'ry heart impreſs'd 

With awe, and low ſubmiflion. Yet I ſwear 2 5 5 

By yon refulgent orb, which flames | how | 

The glorious ſymbol of eternal pow'r, 

This military throng, this ſhew of war j 

Well nigh perſuade me, you have never ban. 

That name, at whoſe commanding ſound the 
banks 260 

Of Indus tremble, and the Caſpian wave, FR 

Th' ZEgyptian flood, the Helleſpontic ſurge 

Obedient roll. O impotent and raſh ! i 

Whom yet the large beneficenee of heav'n, 


And 
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And heav nly Xerxes, Oey" and kind, 26; | 
Deign to preſerve, Reſign your arms. Diſperſe 
All to your cities. There let humbleſt hands 
=: With earth and water greet your deſtin'd lord, 
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As through th” extenſive grove, whoſe = 
boughs, 
Entwining, crown ſome eminence with ſhade, 270 
The tempeſts ruſh ſonorous, and between 


— 


The craſhing branches roar; by fierce diſdain, 
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By indignation thus the Grecians rous'd, 


In loudeſt clamour cloſe the * ſpeech: 


But ev ry tongue was —uſh'd, when * 
king 275 


This brief reply deliver'd from his ſeat, 
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0 PERSIAN, when to Xerxes thou returnſt, 


| Say, thou haſt told the wonders of his pow'r. 
3 TIP e 


en 
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Then ſay, thou ſaw'ſt a ſlender band of Greece, 


Which dares his boaſted millions to the field. 280 


| He adds no more. Th' ambaſſadors retire.” 
Them o'er the limits of the Grecian lines 
Diomedon and Theſpia's youth conduct. 

In flow ſolemnity they all proceed, 

And ſullen filence ; but their looks denote 28 5 
Far 8 than ſpeech could utter. Wrath con- 
tracts 1 1 8 

The forehead of Diomedon. His teeth 


Gnaſh with impatience of delay 'd revenge. 


Diſdain,which ſprung from conſcious merit, Auſh's 


The cheek of Dithyrambus. On the face 290 


Of either Perſian arrogance, incens'd 


By diſappointment, lour d. The utmoſt freight | 


They now attain'd, which open'd on the tents 
Of Aſia, there diſcoy'ring wide to view | 
Vol F.*----:-- 565 
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Her deep, immenſe arrangement. Then the 
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Of vain Tigranes, ſwelling at the ſight, 
Thus overflows in loud and haughty phraſe, 


O ARIMANIUS, origin of ill, 
Have we demanded of thy ruthleſs pow'r 
Thus with the curſe of madneſs to ali 300 
Theſe wretched men But ſince thy dreadful ire 
To irreſiſtible perdition doom | 
The Grecian race, we vainly ſhould oppoſe. 
Be thy dire will accompliſh'd. Let them fall, 
Their native ſoil be fatten'd with their blood. 305 


ExRAC'p, the ſtern Diomedon replies. 


Thou baſe dependant on a lawleſs king, 
Rk hou purple ſlave, thou boaſter, doſt thou know, 
That I beheld the Marathonian field ? 


. Where 


re 
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Where like the Libyan ſands before the wind 310 


Vour hoſt was ſcatter'd by Athenian ſpears ; 
Where thou perhaps by i ignominious flight 

Didf from this arm prote& thy ſhiv'ring limbs. 
© let me ki thee in to-morrow's fight! 

Along this rocky pavement ſhalt thou lie 315 
To dogs a banquet. With uplifted palms 
Tygranes then. Omnipotent ſupport 

Of ſcepter'd Xerxes, Horomazes, hear | 


Tov ths his firſt vieorived fries of war 


Thy worſhipper devotes, the gory ſpoils, 320 


Which from this Grecian by the riſing dawn 
In fight of either hoſt my ſtrength ſhall rend. 


Ar length Phraortes, interpoling, ſpake, 
I too would find among the Grecian chiefs 


One, who i in battle dares abide my lance. 325 
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Tur gallant youth of Theſpia ſwift reply'd. 

Thou look'ſt on me, 0 Perſian. Worthier far \ 

Thou might have ſingled from the ranks of Greece, 

Not one more willing to eſſay thy force. 

Yes, I will prove before the eye of Mars, 330 

How far the proweſs of her meaneſt chief 


Beyond thy vaunts deſerves the palm of fame. 


Tus faid, the Perſians to their king repair, 
Back to their camp the Grecians. There they find 
Each ſoldier, poiſing his extended ſpear, 335 
His weighty buckler bracing on his arm | 

In warlike preparation. Through the files „ 
Each leader, moving vigilant, by praiſe, 25 
By exhortation aids their native warmth, 

Alone the Theban Anaxander pin'd, 340 
Who thus apart his Malian friend beſpake. 


l WfiAr 
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WHAT has thy lofty eloquence avail'd, 
Alas ! in vain attempting to confound 
The 8 partan valour? With redoubled fires, 
See, how their boſoms glow. They with to die 345 
They wait impatient for th" unequal fight. | 
Too ſoon th? inſuperable foes will ſpread 
Promiſcuous havoc round, and Thebans ſhare 
The doom of Spartans. Through the guarded paſs 
Who will adventure Aſia's camp to reach 350 
In our behalf ? That Xerxes may be warn'd 
To ſpare his friends amid the gen ral wreck; 
When his high-ſwoln reſentment like a flood, 
Increas'd by ſtormy ſhow'rs, ſhall cover Greece 


With deſolation. Epialtes here. 355 


Whence, Anaxander, this unjuſt deſpair? 
Is there a path on ¶ta's hills unknown 
To Epialtes ? Over trackleſs rocks, 
1 2 fo Through. 
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102 LEONIDAS. Book In. 


T hrough mazy woods my ſecret ſteps can paſs. 


Farewel, I go. Thy merit ſhall be told 360 
To Perſia's king. Thou only watch the hour; : 


When wanted moſt, thy ready ſuccour lend. 


MEA time a wary, comprehenſive care 


'To ev'ry part Leonidas extends; 


As in the human frame through ev'ry vein, 365 
And artery minute, the ruling heart 

Its vital pow'rs diſperſes. In his tent 

"The prudent chief of Locris he conſults 3 ; 

He ſi ummons Melibceus by the voice F 


Of Agis. In humility not mean, 370 


By no e ignorance depreſs'd, -- 

Th' ingenuous ſwain, by all th' illuſtrious ok 

Of Ajax honor'd, bows before the king, 

Who gracious ſpake, The confidence beſtow'd, 

The praiſe by ſage Oileus might ſuffice 375 
... To 


Book III. LEONIDAS. 107 
To verify thy worth. Myſelf have watch'd, 
Have found thee ſkilful, active and diſcreet. 
Thou know'ſt the region round. With Agis go, 
The upper ſtreights, the Phocian camp explore. 


O conDEscENSION, Melibœus then, 380 
More ornamental to the great, than gems, $6 
A purple robe, or diadem ! The king 
Accepts my wide Pleaſing is my taſk, 
Spare not thy ſervant. * Exerciſe my zeal, 
Oileus will rejoice, and, ſmiling, fay, . 385 
An humble hand may ſmooth a hero's path. 


He leads the way, while Agis, following, - 
O ſwain, diſtinguiſh'd by a lib'ral mind, 
Who were thy parents? Where thy place of birth ? 
What chance depriv'd thee of a father's houſe ? 390 
Olleus ſure thy liberty would grant, 8 


F 4 Or 
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* 
* 
* 


Or Sparta's king ſolicit for that grace; 
When in a ſtation equal to thy worth _ 


Thou mayſt be rank'd. The prudent hind began, 


Ix diff rent ſtations diff rent virtues dwell, 395 
All reaping diff'rent benefits. The great 
In dignity and honors meet reward 
For acts of bounty, and heroic toils. 
A ſervant's merit is obedience, truth, 
Fidelity; his recompenſe content. 400 
Be not offended at my words, O chief. 
They, who are free, with envy may behold 
This bondman of Oileus. To his truſt, 
His love exalted, I by nature's pow'r 
From his pure model could not fail to mold 405 
What, thou entitleſt lib'ral, Whence I came, 


Or who my parents is to me unknown, | 


In childhood ſeiz'd by robbers, I was ſold. 


They 


Book HI. LEONIDAS. I05, 

They took their price. They huſh'd th' atrocious 
deed, 
| Dear to Oileus and his race I throve; 410 
And whether noble, or i gnoble born, 
I am contented, ſtudious of thair love 
Alone. Fe ſons of Sparta, I admire 
Your acts, your ſpirit, but confine my own 
To their condition, happy in my lord, 415 
Himſelf of men moſt happy. Agis bland 
Rejoins. O born with talents to become 
A lot more noble, which, by thee refus'd, | 
Thou doſt the more deſerve ! Laconia's king 
Diſeerns thy merit through its modeſt veil. 420 
Conſummate prudence in thy words I hear. 
Long may contentment, juſtly pris'd, be thine. 
But ſhould the ſtate demand thee, I foreſee, 
Thou wouldſt like others in the field excel, 
Wouldft ſharein glory. Blithereturn'd the ſwain. 425 
F 5 Nor 


| 
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Nor ev'ry ſervice is confin'd to arms. 
ry 


Thou ſhalt behold me in my preſent ſtate 

Not uſcleſs. If the charge, Oileus gave, 

I can accompliſh, meriting his praiſe, 

And thy eſteem, my glory will be full. 430 


Born pleas'd in converſe thus purſue their way, 
Where CEta lifts her ſummits huge to heav'n 
In rocks abrupt, pyramidal, or tower'd _ 
Like caftles, Sudden from a tufted crag, 
Where goats are browſing,  Meliboeus hears 435 
A call of welcome. There his courſe he ſtays. 


END of the TnInD Book. 


107 
LEONIDAS. 


BOOK the FovurTn. 


The Argument. 


Tigranes and Phraortes repair ta Xerxes, whom. 
they find ſeated on a throne, ſurrounded by his Sa 
traps in a magnificent pavilion ; while the Magi 
ſtand before him, and ſing a hymn, containing the 
religion of Zoroaſtres. Aerxes, notwith/landing 
the arguments of his brothers, Hyperanthes and 
Abracomes, gives no credit to the ambaſſadors, who - 
report, that the Grecians are determin'd to main- 
tain the paſs againſt him ; but by the advice of Ar- 
temiſia, the queen of Caris, aſcends his chariot to 
take a view of the Grecians himſelf, and commands 
Demaratus, an exiled king of Sparta, to attend 
him. He paſſes through the midſt of his army, 
conſiſting of many nations,  aiffering in arms, cuſ- 
toms and manners. He advances to the entrance 
of the ftreights, and, ſurpris'd at the behaviour 
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108 LEONIDAS. Book Iv. 


% 


of the Spartans, demands the reaſon of it from 
|  Demaratus ; which occaſions a converſation be- 
tween them on the mercenary forces of Perſia, and 
the militia of Greece. Demaratus, weeping at 
the fight of his countrymen, is comforted by Hype- 
ranthes. Xerxes, ſtill incredulous, commands Tigra- 
nes and Phraortes to bring the Grecians bound be- 
fore him the next day, and retires to his pavilion. 
Artemiſia remains behind with her ſon, and com- 
© municates to Hyperanthes her apprehenſions of a 
defeat at Thermopyle. She takes an accurate view 
of the paſs, chuſes a convenient place for an ambuſ- 
cade, and on her departure to the Perſian camp ts 
furpris'd by a reproof from a woman of an awful 
MD on a cliff of mount Oeta. 


T 


T he 3 ridge is beokes Pe in clefts, 


/ 


H E plain beyond Theimopylnh is girt 
Half round by mountains, half by Neptune 
lav'd. 


Which open channels to pellucid ſtreams 


In rapid flow ſonorous. Chief in fame, | 5 


Spercheos, boaſting once his poplars tall, 


5 Foams 
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Foams down a ſtony bed. Throughout the face 
Of this broad champain numberlefs are pitch'd 
Barbarian tents. Along the winding flood = 

To rich Theſlalia's confines they extend. 10 
They fill the vallies, late profuſely bleſs'd 

In nature's vary'd beauties. _ Hoſtile ſpears 
Now briſtle horrid through her languid ſhrubs. 
Pale die her flowrets under barb'rous feet. 
Embracing ivy from its rock is torn. _ 15 
The lawn, diſmantled of its verdure, fades. 
The poplar groves, uprooted from the banks, 
1 deſolate the ſtream. Elab'rate domes, 
To heav'n devoted in receſſes green, ; 
Had fide an et ide e cad died ©: 0 
To elegance and art. The ſtatues, buſts, 

The figur'd vaſes, mutilated, lie 

With chiſell'd columns, their == freeze, 
Their architrave and cornice, all disjoin'd. 


Yer 
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Ver unpolluted, is a part reſerv'd 25 
In this deep vale, a patrimonial ſpot 
Of Aleuadian princes, who, allies 
To Xerxes, reign'd in Theflaly. There glow 
Inviolate the ſhrubs. There branch the trees, 
Sons of the foreſt. Over downy-moſs tar 
Smooth walks and fragrant, lucid here and broad, 
There closd in myrtle under woodbine roofs, 
Wind to retreats delectable, to grots, 
To ſilvan ſtructures, bow'rs, and cooling dells, 
Enliven'd all and muſical with birds _ 35 
Of vocal ſweetneſs, in relucent plumes 
Innumerably various. Lulling falls 
Of liquid cryftal from perennial founts 
Attune their pebbled channels. Here the queen, 
The noble dames of Perſia, here the train 40 
Of royal infants, each with eunuch guards, 


In rich pavilions, dazzling to the ſight, 
Pofleſs'd 


Book IV. I. EONID AS. 117 
Poſſeſs d, remote from onſet and ſurpriſe, | 
A tranquil ſtation, Ariana here, 
111-deſtin'd princeſs, from Darius ſprung, 45 
Hangs, undelighted, o'er melodious rills 
Her drooping forehead. Love-aMidted fair! 

All inharmonious are the feather'd choirs 

To her ſad ear. From flow'rs, and florid plants 
To her the breezes, wafting freſh perfumes, 50 
Tranſmit no plesfure. Sedulous itt vain, 

Her tender flaves in harmony with Jutes 

Of foothing ſound their warbled voices blend 

To cherm her Hänel. Tu, the iecious part 
Of Aſia's camp, Artuchus holds in charge, 55 
A Satrap, long experienc'd, who prefides | 


Oer all the regal palaces, High rank'd, 

Bold, reſoline and füächful, he communis 

The whole Sperchean vale. In proſpect riſe 
The diſtant navy, daneing on the foam, 600 
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112. LEONIDAS. Bock I. 


'Th* unbounded camp, enveloping the plain, 
With Xerxes? tent, auguſt in ſtructure plac'd 


A central object to attract the eyes 


Of ſubject millions. Thither now reſort 
Tigranes and Phraortes. Him they find 65 
Incloe'd by princesz by illuſtrious chiefs, 
The potentates of Aſia. Near his ſide 


- 


Abrocomes and Hyperanthes wait, 


His gallant brothers, with Mazzus brave, 


Pandates, Intaphernes, mighty lords. 70 


| Their ſcepter'd maſter from his radiant ſeat 


Looks down imperibus. So the ately tow'r 

Of Belus, mingling its majeſtic brow 

With heav'n's bright azure, from on high ſurvey'd 
The huge extent of Babylon with al! J 
Her ſumptuous domes and palaces beneath. 

This day his banners to unfurl in Greece 

The monarch's will decides ; but firſt ordains, 

; That 


"I ons "RS. EE Fn 
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That grateful hymns ſhould celebrate the name 
Of Horomazes : So the Perſians callCd 80 


The Magi rang'd before th' unfolded tent. 
Fire blaz'd beſide them. Tow'rds the ſacred flame 


They turn'd, and ſent their tuneful praiſe to heav'n. 


. FrRoM Zoroaſtres was the ſong derivd, 85 
Who on the hills of Perſia from his cave, 
6 By flow'rs environ'd, and melodious founts, 
Which ſooth'd the ſolemn manſion, had reveal'd, 
How Horomazes, radiant ſource of good, | 
Original, immortal, fram'd the globe 90 
0 In fruitfulneſs and beauty: how with ſtars 
By him the heav'ns were ſpangled: how the ſun, 
Refulgent Mithra, pureſt ſpring'of light, 


Burſt from the eaſt at his creating voice; 95 


That | | | When 


The world's great author. Rob'd in pureſt white, 


And genial warmth, whence teeming nature ſmiles, 
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114 EEONIDAS. Book Iv. 
When ſtraight beyond the golden verge of * | 
Night ſhew'd the horrors of her diſtant reign, 

| Where black and hateful Arimanius frown'd, 
The author foul of evil: how with ſhades 
From his dire manſion he deform'd the works 100 
Of Horomazes, turn'd to-noxious heat | 
The ſolar beam, that foodful earth might punt. 


That ſtreams, exhaling, might forſake their beds, 


Whence peſtilence and famine: how the pow'r ' 

Of Horomazes in the human breaſt 445% Bk 

Beneyolence and equity infus'd, | 

Truth, temperance, and wiſdom ſprung from heay': 

When Arimanius blacken'd all the ſoul - 

With falſhood and injuſtice, with deſires | 

lafatiable, with violence and rage, 115 

Malignity and folly. If the hann | 

Of Horomazes on precarious life 

Sheds wealth and pleaſure ; ſwift th' infernal god 
With 


Book IV. LEONID AS. 115 
With wild excels, or av rice blaſts the joy. 
Thou Homentzcs, victory doſt give. 115 
By thee with fame the regal head is crown d. ? 
Great Xerxes owns thy ſuccour. Ws in ftorms 
rue hate of direful Arimanius fwell'd 

The Helleſpont ; thou oer its chafing breaſt 

The deſtin'd maſter of the world didft lead, 120 
„This day his promis'd glories to enjoy: 
4 When Greece affrighted to his arm ſhall bend; 
vn as at laſt thall Arimanius fall 
WE Before thy might, and evil be no more. 


From her tall ſhip between a double row | 
10 Of naval warriors, while a golden ray 
| Shoots from her ſtandard, Artemiſia lands. 


[n her enrich'd accoutrements of war, 129 
ol The full-wrought buckler, and high-creſted helm, 
ith | In 


Tux Magi ceas'd their harmony. Behold, 125 
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116 LEONIDAS. Bock I. 


Her tow ring. form advances. + $0 the pine, 


From Taurus hewn mature in ſpiry pride, 
On Artemiſia” s own imperial deck 


Deep ſcorn of courtly counſellors ſhe bore, 


As when he laſh'd the Helleſpont with rods, 
Amid the billows caſt a golden chain 
To fetter Neptune. | Yet her brow ſevere 


Unbent its rigour often, as ſhe glanc' d 


. 


z % 


In Caria-firſt devis'd, acroſs the beach 
Now by the failor in its canvaſs wings 
Voluminous, and dazzling pendants dreſs'd, 13 


Is ſeen to riſe, and overtop the grove 


Of crouded maſts ſurrounding. In her heart 


Who fill with impious vanity their king; 5 


On her young ſon, who, pacing near in arms 14 


Of Carian guiſe, proportion'd to his years, 


Look'd up, and waken'd by repeated ſmiles 


Maternal fondneſs, melting in that eye, 
Whic 


nook IV. LEONIDAS. 


125 
hich ſcowl'd on purpled flatterers. Her ſeat 


t the right hand of Xerxes ſne aſſumes, 150 
nvited ; while in adoration bow'd 
igranes and Phraortes. Prone they lay, 
A croſs their forcheads ſpread their fervile palms, 
\s from a preſent deity, too bright | 


or mortal viſion, to conceal their eyes. 155 


t length in abject phraſe Tigranes thus. 
0 XxRxEs, live for ever! Gracious lord, 
ho doſt permit thy ſervants to approach 
hy awful ſight, and proſtrate to confeſs 
hy majeſty and radiance, May the pow'r 160 


f Horomazes ſtretch thy regal arm 


Mi endleſs nations from the Indian ſhores 


o thoſe wide floods, which beat Iberian ſtrands, 
rom northern Tanais to the ſource of Nile 
ll from thy head may Arimanius bend 16g 


** Againſt 


118. LEONIDAS. Book Iv. 
| Againſt thy foes his malice !. Yonder Greeks, | 
Already (mit with frenzy by his wrath, = 
Reject thy profer'd clemency. They chuſe 


To magnify thy glory by their fall. 


THe monarch, turning to his brothers, ſpake. th 


Y Say, Hyperanthes, can thy foul believe 
Theſe tidings ? ? Sure theſe flaves have never dard 
by bl , To face the Grecians, but delude our ears 


With baſe impoſtures, which their fear ſuggeſts 


1 wr Pa. 4 


bg 


He frown'd, and HyVortntic calm reply'd. 1 5 
O from his ſervants may the king avert 


His indignation [ Greece was fam'd of old 


For martin ſpirit, and a dauntleſs breed. 
I once have try'd their valour. To my words 


Abrocomes can Wine. When thy fire 180 


T 
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Book VI. LEONIDAS. 119 


With Artaphernes brave and Datis ſent 

Our tender youth; at Marathon we found, 
How weak the hope, that numbers could diſmay 
A foe, reſoly'd on victory, or death, I 85 
Yet not, as one contemptible, or baſe, | 

Let me appear before thee, Though the Greeks 
With ſueh perſiſting courage be endu'd, 


Soon as the king ſhall ſummon to the field, , 


He ſhall behold me in the dang'rous van 1090 


Exalt my ſpear; and pierce the hoſtile ranks, 
Or ſink beneath them: Xerxes ſwift rejoin'd. s 


War over Aſia, and the Libyan ſoil 
With all their nations doth my potent am 
Extend: its ſcepter ? Wherefore do I ſweep 195 
Acroſs the earth with millions in my train! 
Why ſhade the ocean with unnumber' d fails ? 
Why all this pow'r, unleſs th' almighty's will 
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| Not Horomazes can arreſt. Thy beams : . 270 
Jo inſtant lightning, Mithra, mayſt thou change 


120 LEON IDA S. Bock IV. 


Decreed one maſter to the ſubject world; „ 1 


And that the earth's extremity alone © 208 
Should bound my empire? He for this reduc'd 
The Nile's revolted ſons, enlarg'd my ſway 
With ſandy Libya, and the ſultry clime 

Of Ethiopia. He for this ſubdu'd 


The Helleſpontic foam, and taught the ſea | 205 


Obedience to my nod. Then dream no more, 
That heav'n, deſerting my imperial cauſe, | 
With courage more, than human, will inſpire 
Yon deſpicable Grecians, and expunge | 


The common fears of nature from their breaſts. 210 


Tu monarch ceas d. Abrocomes began. 
The king commands us to reveal our thoughts. 
Incredulous he hears. | But time and truth 


| For 


Book IV. LEONIDAS: 
For my deſtruction ; may th'offended king 
Frown on his ſervant, caſt a loath ing eye; 


If the aſſertion of my lips be falſe : 


Our further march thofe Grecians will oppoſe. 


Am1D th' encircling peers Argeſtes ſat, 220 


1 A potent prince. Ofer Sipylus he 8 : 
Whoſe verdant ſummits overlook'd the waves 
Of Hermus and Pactolus. Either ſtream, 

Enrich'd by golden ſands, æ tribute pay'd 
To this oreat Satrap. Through the ſervile court 22 5 

| Yet none was found more praQtic'd in the arts 
Of mean ſubmiſſion ; none more ſkill'd to gain 
The royal favor; none, who better knew 

The phraſe, the look, the geſture of a flave ; _ 

None more deteſting Artemiſia's worth, 2.30 

By her none more deſpis'd. His maſter's eye 
He caught, then ſpake. Diſplay * dazzling fate, 
Vol. I. 8 | Thou 
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120  LEONIDAS. Book Iv. 


Decreed one maſter to the ſubject world; 


And that the earth's extremity alone 200 


Should bound my empire ? He for this reduc'd 


The Nile's revolted ſons, enlarg'd my ſway - 
With ſandy Libya, and the ſultry clime 


Of Ethiopia. He for this ſubdu'd 


The Helleſpontic foam, and taught the ſea 205 
Obedience to my nod. Then dream no more, 
That bun. deſerting my imperial cauſe, 
With courage more, than human, will ws 
Yon deſpicable Grecians, and expunge 


The common fears of nature from their breaſts. 2 10 


Tu monarch ceas d. Abrocomes began. 
The king commands us to reveal our thoughts. 
Incredulous he hears. | But time and truth 


Not Horomazes can arreſt. Thy beams 214 


To inſtant light ning, Mithra, mayſt thou thang 
25 For 


5 


214 
nge 
For 


Book IV. L EONID AS. 121 


For my deſtruction may th'offended king 


Frown on his ſervant, caſt a loathing eye; 
If the aſſertion of my lips be falſe: 
Our further march thoſe Grecians will oppoſe. 


AMlp th' encircling peers Argeſtes ſat, 220 


A potent prince, Over Sipylus he reign d, 


Whoſe verdant ſummits overlook'd the waves 


Of Hermus and Pactolus. Either ſtream, 


Enrich'd by golden ſands, tribute pay'd 


To this great Satrap. Through the ſervile court 22 5 
Yet none was found 1 more practic'd in the arts 


Of mean ſubmiſſion ; none more ſkill'd to gain a 


The royal favor; none, who better knew 


The phraſe, the look, the geſture of a ſlave; 


None more deteſting Artemiſia's worth, 230 


By her none more deſpis'd. His maſter's eye 
He caught, then ſpake. Diſplay thy dazzling ftate, 
Toll. hk 8 : Thou 
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27 LEO NID AS. Book IV. 
Thou deity of Aſia. Greece will hide 
Before thy preſence her dejected face. 


Lasr Artemiſia, riſing ſtern, began. 235 
Why ſits the lord of Aſia in his tent, 
VUnprofitably waſting precious hours 
In vain diſcuſſion „whether yonder Greeks, 
Rang'd in defence of that important paſs, 

Will fight, | or fly ? A queſtion by the ſword 240 
To be decided. Still to narrow ftreights. 

By land, by fea thy council bath confin d 
Each enterpriſe of war. In numbers weak 
Twice have th” Athenians in Eubcea's frith 


Repuls'd thy navy----But whate'er thy will, 245 


Be it enforc'd by vigour. Let the king 
The diff renes ſee by trial in the field 
Between ſmooth ſound and valour. Then difſolve 
Th eſe impotent debates. Aſcend thy car. 
| . The 


244 


= 


/ ˙ De: 


Book IV. LEONIDAS. 123 
WW The future ſtage of war thyſelf explore. 250 
Behind thee leave the vanity of hope, 
That ſuch a foe to ſplendour will ſubmit, 
Whom ſteel, not gold muſt vanquiſh, Thou provide 
7 hy mail, Argeſtes. Not in ſilken robes, 
Not as in council with an oily tongue, 235 
| But ſpear to ſpear, and clanging ſhield to ſhield, 
Thou ſoon muſt grapple on a field of blood. 


THE king aroſe No more. Prepare my car. 
The Spartan exile, Demaratus, call. 


We will ourſelves advance 10 view the foe. 260 


THz monarch will'd; and ſuddenly he heard 
His trampling horſes. High on filver wheels 
The iv'ry car with azure ſapphirs ſhone, | 
Czrulean bergla, and the jaſper green, 
The emerauld, the ruby's glowing bl aſh, 265 
Ga The 
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124 LE ONI D AS. Book IV. 
The flaming topaz with its golden beam, 

The pearl, th' empurpled amathyſt, and all 
The various gems, which India's mines afford 
To deck the vai of kings. In burniſh'd gold 
A ſculptur'd eagle from behind diſplayd 270 
His ſtately neck, and o'er the royal head 


* 


Outſtretch'd his dazzling ww . gen; rous 
ſteeds, 0 = 

Which on the fam'd Niſzan plain were nurs'd 

In wintry Media, drew the radiant Car. | | 

Not thoſe of old, to Hercules refus'd 275 

By falfe Laomedon, nor they, which bore- 

The ſon of Thetis through the ſcatter'd rear 

Of Troy's devoted race, with theſe might vye 


In ſtrength, or beauty. In obedient pride En 


They hear their lord. Exulting, in the air 280 
They toſs their foreheads. On their gliſt'ning 
cheſts 8 


The 


us 


280 


ing 


The 


Book IV. LEONIDAS. 125 


The ſilver manes diſport. The king —_ TL 
Beſide his footſtool Demaratus fits. 
'L he charioteer now ſhakes th' effulgent reins, 
Strong Patiramphes. At the ſignal bound 285 
Thi attentive ſteeds ; the chariot Ales : behind, | 
Ten thouſand horſe.in thunder feep the — 
Down to the ſea-beat margin, on a * 
Of vaſt expanſion in battalia wait 
The eaſtern bands. To theſe th? imperial 
R = 5 8 290 
By princes follow'd in a hundred cars, 


Proceed. The queen of Caria and her ſon 


With Hyperanthes rode. The king's approach 


Swift through the wide arrangement is proclaim'd. ; 
He now draws nigh. Th' innumerable hoſt 295 
Roll back by nations, and admit their lord. 
With all his Satraps. As from cryſtal domes, 


Built underneath an arch of pendent ſeas, 
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126 LEONID AS. Bock IV. 

When that ſtern pow'r, whoſe trident rules the 
floods, | 

With each cærulean deity aſcends, | 5 300 

Thron'd in his pearly chariot, all the deep 

Divides its boſom to th' emerging god; 

90 Xerxes rode between the Aſian world, 


On either ſide receding: when, as down 


Th' immeaſurable ranks his ſight was loſt, 305 


A momentary gloom o ercaſt his mind, 

While this reflection fill d his eyes with tears ; 
That, ſoon as time a hundred years had told, 
Not one among thoſe millions ſhould ſurvive, 

W hence to obſcure thy pride aroſe that cloud ? 310 
Was it, that once humanity could touch 
A tyrant's breaſt ? Or rather did thy foul 
| Repine, O Xerxes, at the bitter thought, 
That all thy pow'r was mortal? But the veil 

Of ſadneſs ſoon forſook his brightning eye, 2 315 


300 | 


305 


310 


315 


Book IV. LEONIDAS. 127 
As with adoring awe thoſe millions bow'd, 

And to his heart relentleſs pride recall d. 
Elate the Singt proſpect he ſurveys : 
Of glitt'ring files unnumber'd, | chariots ſcyth'd, 
On thund'ring axles roll'd, and haughty ſteeds, 326 | 
In ſumptuous trappings clad, Barbaric pomp. 
While gorgeous banners to the ſun expand 
Their ſtreaming volumes of relucent gold, 
Preeminent amidſt tiaras gemm'd, 

Engraven helmets, ſhields emiboſs'd, aid "ay 325 
In number equal to the bladed graſs, - 


| Whoſe living green in vernal beauty clothes 


Theſſalia's vale. What pow'rs of ſounding verſe 


Can to the mind preſent th' amazing ſcene ? 


Not thee, whom rumour” 8 fabling voice de- 


lights, | 330 
Poetic fancy, to my aid I call y | 


But thou, hiſtoric truth, ſupport my ſong, 


# Which. 


128 LEONIDAS.. Book IV. 
Which ſhall the various multitude diſplay, 


Their arms, their manners, and their native ſeats, 


Tux Perſians ſirſt in ſcaly corſelets ſhone, 335 
A gen'rous nation, worthy to enjoy ; 
The liberty, their * ur'd fathers loſt, 
Whole arms for Cyrus overturn'd the ſtrength 
Of Babylon and Sardis. Pow'r advanc'd 
The victor's head above his country's laws. 340 
T beir torigues were praftic'd in the words of truth, 
Their limbs inur'd to ev'ry manly tolls | 
To brace the bow, to KT th impetuous ſteed, 
To dart the javelin 3 but untaught to farms I 
The ak of war, with unconnected force, 345 
With ineffeQugl fortitude they ruſh'd, . 
As on a "RFA of adamant, to pierce 
Th' indifſoluble phalanx. Lances ſhort, _ * 
| And oſier- woven targets they oppoꝰd 
To 


Book IV. LEONIDAS. 129 
To weighty Grecian: ſpears, and maſſy ſhields. 3 50 
On ev'ry head tiaras roſe like tow'rs, 
| Impenetrable. With a golden gloſs 
Blaz'd their gay ſandals, and the floating reins | 
Of each proud courſer. Daggers on their thighs, 
Well-furniſh'd quivers on their ſhoulders hung, 3 55 
And ſtrongeſt bows of mighty ſize they bore. 
Reſembling theſe in arms, the Medes are ſeen, 
The Ciſſians and Hyrcanians, Media once 
From her bleak mountains aw'd the ſubje& eaſt. - 
Her kings in cold Ecbatana were thron' d. 360 
The Ciſfians march'd from Suſa's regal walls, 
From ſultry fields, o erſpread with branching palms, 
And white with lillies, water d by the floods 
Of fam'd Choaſpes. His tranſparent wave | 
| The coſtly goblet wafts to Perſia's kings. 365 
All other ſtreams the royal lip diſdains. 4 
Hyrcania's race forſook their fruitful clime, 
83 x . 5 Dark 
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130 LEONIDAS. | Book IV, 


Dark in the ſhadows of expanding . 

To Ceres dear and Bacchus. There the corn, 
Bent by its foodful burden ſheds, vnreap'd, 370 
Its plenteous ſeed, impregnating the ſoil Fl 


With future harveſts ; while in ev'ry wood 
Their precious labours on the loaden boughs 


The honey'd ſwarms purſue, Aſſyria's ſons _ 
Diſplay their brazen caſques, unſkilful work 375 


Of rude Barbarians. Each ſuſtains a mace, 
Ouberlaid with iron. Near Euphrates“ banks 
Within the mighty Babylonian gates 


They dwell, and where ſtill mightier once in ſway 


Old Ninus rear'd its head, th* imperial ſeat 380 
Of eldeſt tyrants. Theſe: Chaldza joins, 
The land of ſhepherds. From the-paſtures wide 
There Belus firſt diſcern'd the various courſe 
Of heav'n's bright planets, and the cluſtring 


With 


Book IV. L EONID AS. 137 

With names diſtinguiſh'd ; whence himſelf was 
; Smits ; | 385 5 

The firſt of gods. His ſky-afcending fane 
In Babylon the proud Aſſyrians rais'd. 

Drawn from the bounteous ſoil, by Ochus lavd, 
The Bactrians ſtood; and rough in ſkins of goats 
The Paricanian archers. Caſpian ranks 390 
From barren mountains, from the joyleſs coaſt 
Around the ſtormy lake; whoſe name they bore, ' 
Their ſeymetars upheld, r bows. 

The Indian tribes, a threefold hoſt compoſe. 

Part guide the courſer, part the rapid car; 395 
The reſt on foot within the bending cane | 
For ſlaughter fix the iron-pointed reed. 

They o'er the Indus from the diſtant verge. 

Of Ganges paſſing, left a region, lov'd 
By laviſh nature. There the ſeaſon bland 40⁰ 
Beſtows a double harveſt. Honey'd ſhrubs, 

| The 
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L EONID AS. Bock IV. 
The cinamon, the ſpikenard bleſs their fields. I 


132 


Array'd in native wealth, each warrior ſhines. 


His ear s bright-beaming pendants grace; his hands, 


Encircled, wear a bracelet, ſtarr'd with gems. 405 
Such were the nations, who to Xerxes ſent | 


Their mingled aids of infantry and horſe. 


Now, Muſe, recite, what multitudes obſcur d 
The plain on foot, or elevated high 
On martial axles, or on camels beat 410 
The looſen'd mold. The Parthians firſt appear, 


Then weak in numbers, from unfruitful hills, ff 


From woods, nor yet for warlike ſteeds renown'd. 


Near them the Sogdians, Dadices arrange, 


Gandarians and Choraſmians. Sacian throngs 415 


From cold Imaus pour'd, from Oxus* wave, 


From Cyra, built on Iaxartes' brink, 
A bound of Perſia's empire. Wild, untam'd, 
To 


3 


. 


Book IV. LEONIDAS. 133 


To fury prone their deſerts they forſook. = 


A bow, a falchion, and a pond'rous x 426 


The ſavage legions arm d. A pointed caſque 
O'er each grim viſage rear'd an iron cone. 

In arms like Perſians the Saranges ſtood. 

High, as their knees, the ſhapely buſkins clung 
Around their legs. Magnificent they trod - 425 
In garments richly endtur d Next are 5 

The Pactian, Mycian, and the Utian train, 

In ſkins of goats rude-· veſted. But in ſpoils 

Of tawny lions, and of as pards 


The graceful range of Zthiopians ſhews 430 


An equal ſtature, and a beauteous frame. 


Their torrid region had imbrown'd their cheeks, 5 


And curl'd their jetty locks. In ancient ſong 
Renown'd for juſtice, riches they diſdain'd, 
As foes to virtue. From their ſeat remote 435 


On Nilus' verge above 88 bound 


: a. 


Forc'd 
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1% LEONIDAS. Bock Iv. 
Forc'd by their king's malignity and pride, 
Theſe friends of hoſpitality and peace, 

io T hemſelves uninjur'd, wage reluctant war 

; | i | 1 . as A gainſt a land, vhoſe climate, and whoſe name 440 
bl To them were ſtrange. With hardeſt ſtone they 
„point | 


| The rapid arrow. Bows four cubits long, 
a Forme d of claſtie branches from the palm, 
1 hey carry, knotted clubs, and lances, arm'd 
| . With horns of goats, The mn 


— 
"= 


Fi m were nis with proj jected brows 
O'erlooks the duſky Euxin, wrapt in miſts, 

1 | From where through flow'rs, which paint his « 
1 1 ry'd banks, 

ii | = 4 Parthenius flows. The Ligyan bend ſucceed; 

„ The Matienians, Mariandenians next; 450 


To them the Syrian multitudes, who range 
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Book IV. LEONTDAS' 135 
Among the cedars on the ſhaded ridge | 
Of Libanus ; who cultivate the glebe, 
Wide-water'd by Orontes ; who reſile 
. Near Daphne's grove, or pluck from loaded 
# BM ps eee, cect 08 
The foodful date, which cluſters on the plains 
Of rich Damaſcus. All, who bear the name : 
Of Cappadocians, ſwell the Syrian hoſt, 
With thoſe, who gather from the fragrant ſhrub 


The aromatic balſam, and extract 460 


i milky juice along the lovely fide | 
| Of Jordan, winding, till immers'd he ſleeps 
Beneath a pitchy . which obſcures 

: Th' Aſphaltie pool. The Phrygians then advance, 

To them their ancient colony are join'd, 465 

Armeniz's ſons. Theſe ſee the guſhing founts 

Of ſtrong Euphrates cleave the yielding earth, 

'Then, wide in lakes expanding, hide the plain; 
Sf _ Whence 
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His paſſage rending through diminiſh'd rocks, 47 gi 


\ 
fy 1 


'The ſight, enchanted by the graceful dance; f 


'LEONIDAS, Book IV. 
Whence with collected waters, fierce and deep, 


To Babylon he foams. Not ſo the ſtream 
Of ſoft Araxes to the Caſpian glides; 


He, ſtealing imperceptibly, ſuſtains 


The green profuſion of Armenia's meads. 


Now ſtrange to view, in mir attire, 475, 
But far unlike in manners to the Greeks, 
Appear the Lydians. Wantonneſs and ſport 

Were all their care. Beſide Cay ſter's brink, 

Or ſmooth Mæander, winding filent b, 

Beſide Pactolean waves, among the vines 480 i. 
Of Tmolus riſing, or the wealthy tide 
Of golden- ſanded Hermus they I 8 


Or with melodious fweetneſs charm the air, 
And melt to ſofteſt languiſhment the ſoul. 485 
| - What 


Book IV. LEONIDAS. 137 

What to the held of danger could. incite | 

T heſe tender ſons of luxury ? The laſh 

Of their fell ſov'reign drove their ſhiv* ring backs ; 

Through hail and tempeſt, which enrag'd the main, 

And ſhook branch their trembling ſleps the 
pile, 5 | 4890 

Conjoining Aſia and the weſtern world. 5 


To them Mœonia hot with ſulph'rous mines 


Unites her troops. No tree adorns their fields, 
Unbleſs'd by verdure. Aſhes hide the foll; ö 
Black are the rocks, and ev'ry hill deform'd 495 
By conflagration. Helmets preſs their | brows. | | 
180 Wl Two darts they brandiſh, On their woolly veſts | = 
A ſword is girt; and hairy hides compole. 
Their bucklers round and ſmall. The Myſians left 
Olympus wood-envelop'd, left the meads, 500 
Waſh'd by Caicus, and the baneful tide 


485 Of Lycus, nurſe to ſerpents. Next advance 2 
V hat 3 | An 


. LEO NID As. Book n. 


An ancient nation, who in early times | 

| By Trojan arms aſſaib'd, their native land 

Eſteemꝰ d leſs dear, than freedom, and exchang'd 505 

Their ſeat on Strymon, where in Thrace he pouts 

A freezing cutrent, for the diſtant flood | 

| Of hſhy Sangar. Theſe, Bithynians nam'd, 

Their habitation to the ſacred feet 

Of Dindymus extend, Yet there they groan 510 

Beneath oppreſſion , and their freedom mourn 

On Sangar now, as once on Strymon loſt, | 

The ruddy ſkins of foxes cloth'd their heads, 

Their ſhields were faſhion'd like the horned moon. 

A veſt embrac'd their bodies ; 3 While abroad, 57 5 

Ting'd with unnumber'd hues, a mantle flow'd. 

But other Thracians, who their former name 

Retain'd in Aſia, fulgent morions wore, 

With horns of bulls in imitating braſs, 

S ver the creſted ridge. Phoenician cloth 520 
Their 


n. 


20 


eir 


With more, than mortal pride ? The cluſter'd 


In garments, buckled on their ſpacious at. 0 


Ev'n thine, ſublime Mceonides, to live. 


Their dwelling. Once a formidable train 


Book IV. LEONIDA . 139 
Their legs infolded. Wont to chace the wolf, 

A hunter's ſpear they graſp'd, What nations ſtill 
On either ſide of Xerxes, while he paſs'd, 
Their huge array diſcov'ring, ſwell his ſoul 


bands | | bs 525 
Of Moſchians and Macronians now appear, F 
'The Moſyncecians, who, on berries fed, 

In wooden tow'rs along the Pontic ſands ON 
Repoſe their painted limbs ; the mirthful race 
Of Tibarenians next, whoſe careleſs minds 530 
Delight in play and laughter. Then advance 


A people, deſtin'd in eternal verſe, 


Theſe are the Milyans. Solymi their name 5 35 
In thy celeſtial ſtrains, Piſidia's hills 


140 LEONIDAS. Book IV. 
They fac'd the ſtrong Bellerophon in war. 


Now doom'd a more tremendous foe to meet, 

Themſelves unnerv'd 8 thraldom, whe muſt. 
Jews: 7 8 85 540 

Their putrid bodies to the dogs of Greece. 

The Marians follow. Next is Aria's hoſt, 

Drawn from a region horrid all in thorn, 

A dreery waſte of ſands, which mock the toil 

Of patient culture ; ſave one favor'd ſpot, 545 

Which from the wild emerges like an iſle, ; 

Attir d in verdure, interſpers'd with vines 

Of gen'rous nurture, yielding juice, which ſcorns 


The injuries of time: yet nature's hand 


Had fown their rocks with coral; had enrich'd 550 


Their deſert hills with veins of ſapphirs blue, 
Which on the turbant ſhine. On ev'ry neck |” 
The coral bluſhes through the num'rous throng. 
The Allarodians, and Saſperian bands, 


v Equipp'd 


30 
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Equipp'd like Colchians, weild a falchion ſmall. 555 
Their heads are guarded by a helm of wood, 
Their Wee ſhort, of hides undreſs'd their ſhields. 
The Colchians march'd from Phaſis, from the 
Strand, : 
Where once Medea, fair enchantreſs, ſtood, 
And, wond'ring, view'd the firſt advent'rous 
keel, 5 360 
Which cut the Pontic foam. From Argo's ſide 


The demigods deſcended. They repair'd 


To her fell ſire's inhoſpitable hall. 


His blooming graces Jaſon there diſclos'd.' 


| With ev'ry art of eloquence divine 565 
He claim'd the golden fleece, The virgin heard, 


She gaz'd in fatal raviſhment, and loy'd, 
Then to the hero ſhe reſigns her heart. 


Her magic tames the brazen-footed bulls. 


She lulls the fleepleſs dragon. O'er the main 570 


3 a | "THe 


142 LEONIDAS. Book IV. 
He wafts the golden prize, and gen'rous fair, 
'The deſtin'd victim of his erech'rous VOWS. 
The hoſtile Colchians then purſu'd their flight 
In W By ancient enmity inflam'd, 

Or to recal the long- forgotten wrong 575 
Compell'd by Xerxes, now they menace Greece 
With deſolation. Next in Median garb 

A croud appear'd, who left the peopled iſles 

In Perſia's gulph, and round Arabia ſtrewn. 


Some in their native topaz were adorn'd, 580 


F rom Ophiodes, from Topazos ſprung ;- 

Some in the mells of tortoi "wy which brood 
Around Caſitis verge. For battle range 

Thoſe, who reſide, where, ali beſet with palms, 
Erythras lies entomb'd, a potent king, ; 58 5 
Who nam'd of old the Erythræan main. 

On chariots ſcyth'd the Libyans fat, array'd 

In ſkins terrific, hrandiſhing their darts 


Book IV. I. EONID AS. 43. 
Of wood, well-temper'd in the hard'ning flames, 
Not Libya s deſerts from tyrannic ſway 590 
Could hide her ſons; mack lefs could freedom dwel] 
Amid the plenty of Arabia s fields: 

Where ſpicy Caſa, where the fragant reed, | 


Where myrrh, and hallow'd frankincence perfume 


1 


The Zephyr's wing. A bow of largeſt fize 595 
Th' Arabian carries. O'er his Jucid veſt 


Looſe floats a mantle, on-his ſhoulder claſp'd. 
8o Two choſen myriads on the lofty backs 


Of camels rode, who match'd the fleeteſt horſe, 


Such were the numbers, which, from Aſia 
3, led, 5 V 
585 In baſe proſtration bow d before the wheels 
Of Xerxes chariot. Vet what legions more 
The Malian ſand o 'erſhadow i ? Forward rolls 


The regal Car through nations, who in arms, 


Of „ In 
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In order'd nes unlike the orient ana, - vac i 
Upheld the ſpear and buckler. But, untaught 
To bend the ſervile knee, erect they ſtood ; 

Unleſs that, mourning o'er the ſhameful weight 
Of their new bondage, ſome their brows depreſs'd, 
Theirarms with grief diſtaining. Europe's ſons 610 
Were theſe, whom Xerxes by reſiſtleſs force | 
Had gather d round his ſtandards. Murm'ring here, 
The ſons of Thrace and Macedonia rang d; 

Here on his ſeed the brave Theſſalian frown” d; 
There pin'd reluctant multitudes, of Greece 61 5 
Redundant plants, in colonies diſpers'd 


Between Byzantium, and the Malian bay. 


1 mn 


| T HROUGH all the nations, who ador'd his pride, | 
Or fear'd his pow'r, the monarch now was paſs'd; 1 


Nor yet among thoſe millions could be found 620 


One, who in beauteous feature might compare, 


Or 


1 
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Or tow'ring ſize with Xerxes. O pofleſs'd 
Of all, but virtue, doom'd to ſhew, how mean, 


How weak without her is unbounded pow'r, 


The charm | of beauty, and the blaze of ſtate, 62 « 


How inſecure of happineſs, how vain ! 


Thou, who couldſt mourn the common lot, by 


hear” n | 
From none withheld, which oft to thouſands proves 
Their only refuge from a tyrant's rage 3 
Which in conſuming ſickneſs, age, or pain 639 
Becomes at laſt a ſoothing hope to all : 
Thou,” who couldſt weep, that nature's gentle 
hand 
Should lay her weary'd icing] in the tomb; 
Yet couldſt remorſeleſs from their peaceful ſeats 
Lead half the nations, victims to thy pride, 635 
To famine, plague and maſſacre a prey; 
What didſt thou merit from the injur'd world ? 
Vor. I: H What 


146 + LEONIDAS. Bock IV. 
What.ſuff*rings to compenſate for the tears 
Of Aſia's mothers, for unpeopled realms, 


For all this waſte of nature? On his hoſt 640 
Thi exulting monarch bends his hanguey ſight, 


To Demaratus then direct Qs voice, 
My father, great Des „to thy mind 
Recal, O Spartan, Gracious he receiv 'd 
Thy wand ring ſteps, expell'd their native bone. 64 5 
My favor too remember, To beguile 
Thy benefactor, and disfigure truth 
Would ill become thee. With conſid'rate . 1 
Look back on theſe battalions. Now declare, y 
If yonder Grecians will oppoſe their march. 650 T 


"i 
* 


To him the exile. Den not, mighty lord, | 


I will deceive thy goodneſs by a tale 


To give them glory, who degraded mine. 


Nor 
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Nor be the king offended, while I uſe 

The voice of truth. The Spartans never fly, 655 
Coxrzurruous ſmil'd the monarch, and re- 

ſum'd. | 

Wilt thou, in Lacedzmon once ſupremey | 

Encounter twenty Perſians ? Yet theſe Greeks 

In greater diſproportion muſt engage 


Our hoſt to-morrow. Demaratus then. 660 


By ſingle combat were the trial vain 


To ſhew the pow'r of well-united force, 


Which oft by military ſkill ſurmounts 

The weight of numbers. Prince, the diff "rence 
learn | 

1. Between thy warriors, and the ſons of Greece. 665 


The flow'r, the ſafeguard of thy num'rous camp 


Are mercenaries. Theſe are canton'd round 


Nor | Fe H 2 | | Thy 
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By their laborious ax. Their watchful eyes 
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Their painful hand to break the fallow glebe. 
Them to the noon-day toil no harveſt calls. 670 
Nor on the mountain falls the ſtubborn oak 
Obſerve not, how the flocks and heifers feed. 
To them of wealth, of all polſctfions void, 

The name of country with an empty ſound 675 
Flies o'er the ear, nor warms their joyleſs hearts, 
Who ſhare no country. Needy, yet in ſcorn 
Rejecting labour, wretched by their wants, 

| Yet profligate through indolence, with limbs 
Enervated and ſoft, with minds corrupt, 680 
From miſery, debauchery and floth 

Are theſe to battle drawn againſt a foe, 

Train'd in gymnaſtic exerciſe and arms, 


Inur'd to hardſhip, and the child of toil, 684 


Wont through the freezing ſhow'r, thewintry ſtorm 
O's 


E 


580 


684 


torm 


Book IV. LEONIDAS. 


Q'er his own glebe the tardy ox to goa d, | 


Or in the ſun's impetuous heat to glow 


Beneath the burden of his yellow ſheaves ; - 


Whence on himſelf, on her, whoſe faithful arms 
Infold him joyful, on a growing race, 5 690 
Which glad his dwelling, plenty he beſtows 
With independence. When to battle call'd, 

For them his deareſt comfort, and his care, 


And big mg. ang. m to his toll, 


8 6 * 


Such are the troops of ev ry hah in 8 


One only yields a breed more warlike {till, 

Of whom ſelected bands appear in ſight, 

All citizens of Sparta, They the glebe 

Have never turn'd, nor bound the golden ſheaf. 790 
They are devoted to ſeverer taſks | 15 . 
For war alone, their ſole delight and care, - 
Fram infancy ta manhood they are train'd 
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To winter watches, to inclement ſkies, 

To plunge through torrents, brave the tuſky 
boar, 705 

To arms and wounds; a diſcipline of pain 

So fierce, ſo conſtant, that to them a camp 

With all its hardſhips is a ſeat of reſt, 

And war itſelf remiſſion from their toil. 

Tar words are folly, with redoubled ſcorn 7 10 

Returns the monarch. Doth not freedom dwell 


Among the Spartans ? Therefore will they ſhun 


Superior foes. The unreſtrain'd and free 


Will fly from danger ; while my vaſſals, born 


To abſolute controlment from their king, 715 


Know, if th' allotted ſtation they deſert, 


"TL he ſcourge awaits them, and my heayy wrath. 


ty 8 


Te 


To 


Book IV. LEONIDAS. 13 
To this the exile. O conceive not, prince, 
That Spartans want an object, where to fix 
Their eyes in rev'rence, in obedient dread. 720 
To them more awful, than the name of king 
To Aſia's trembling millions, is the law; 
Whoſe ſacred voice enjoins them to confront 
Unnumber'd foes, to vanquiſh, or to die, 


Here Demaratus pauſes, Xerxes halts. 7 5 


Its long defile Thermopylæ preſents. 


The ſatraps leave their cars. On foot they form 
A ſplendid orb around their lord. By chance 


The Spartans then compos'd th' external guard. 


They, in' a martial exerciſe employ' d, 730 


Heed not the monarch, or his gaudy train ; 
But poiſe the ſpear, protended, as in fight; 
Or lift their adverſe ſhields in ſingle ſtrife; 


Or, troqping, forward ruſh, retreat and wheel 


* 


To winter watches, to inclement ſkies, FF 

To plunge through torrents, brave the tuſky 
boar, | 705 

To arms and wounds; a diſcipline of pain 

So fierce, ſo conſtant, that to them a camp 


With all its hardſhips is a ſeat of reſt, 


And war itſelf remiſſion from their toll, 

Tar words are folly, with redoubled ſcorn 710 
Returns the monarch. Doth not freedom dwell 
Among the Spartans ? Therefore will they fhun 

Superior foes. The unreſtrain'd and free 
Will fly from danger; while my vaſſals, born 
To abſolute controlment from their king, 715 
Know, if th' allotted ſtation they deſert, 


The ſcourge awaits them, and my heayy wrath. 


Iv ©. s ; 5 To 
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To this the exile, O conceive not, prince, 
That Spartans want an object, where to fix 
Their eyes in rev'rence, in obedient dread. TIO 
T o them more awful, than the name of king . 
To Aſia's trembling millions, is the law; 
W hoſe ſacred voice enj oins them to co ifront | 
Uamunber'd foes, to vanquiſh, or to die. 

Heat Demaratus pauſes, Xerxes halts. 725 
Its long defile Thermopylæ preſents. 
The ſatraps leave their cars. On foot they form 
A ſplendid orb around their lord, By chance 
The Spartans then compos'd th* external guard. 

They, in a martial exerciſe employ'd, 730 
Heed not the monarch, or his gaudy train; 

But poiſe the ſpear, protended, as in fight; 

Or. lift their adverſe ſhields in ſingle ftrife ; 


Or, troqping, forward ruſh, retreat and wheel 
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In ranks . and with equal feet: 735 
While others calm beneath their poliſh'q helm 


Draw down their hair, whoſe length of ſable curls 
O'erſpread their necks with terror. Xerxes here 
The exile queſtions. ; What do theſe intend, 
Who with . hands adjii 


uſt their hair? 740 


To whom the Spartan. 0 imperial 158 
Such is their cuſtom, to adorn their heads, 

When full determin'd to encounter death, 

| Bring down thy nations in reſplendent ſteel; 
Arm, if thou canſt; * gen' ral race of man, 745 
All, who poſſeſs the regions unexplor' d 

Beyond the Ganges, all, whoſe wand'ring ſteps 
Above the Caſpian range the Scythian wild 
With thoſe, who drink the ſecret fount of Nile: : 


Vet to Laconian boſoms ſhall diſmay 7 FE 
Remain a ſtranger. Fervour from his lips 
* — 2 | | | RS 1 5 Thus 


Thus waht aloud 5 * | * [of from his eyes, 
Reſiſtleſs grief o eon his cheeks. Aſide 


253 


— 


His head he turns. He weeps in copious ſtreams. : 


The keen remembrance of his former ſtate, 755 
His dignity, his greatneſs, and the ſight 

Of thoſe brave rank; which thus unſhaken : ſtood, 

And ſpread 3 through the world in arms, 


Excite theſe ſorrows. His impaſſion'd looks 


Review the e godlike warriors, who beneath 760 


His ſtandard once victorious fought, who call'd 
Him once their king, their leader then Win, 
 Ofercharg'd with anguiſh, he bedews with tears 
His rev rend beard, in Agony bemoans 


His faded honors, his illuſtrious name . 765 


Forgotten Jong, his majeſty defil'd 
By exile, by dependence. 80 obſcur d 
By ſordid moſs, and ivy's ac | 


Some princely palace, or ſtupendous fane 


H 5 Magni- 
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Magnificent in ruin nods ; where time © 77 
From under ſhelving 8 architraves hath mow'd ; 


The- column down, and cleft the pond'rous dome, 


Nor unobſerv'd by Hyperanthes, 'mourn'd 
Th' n Spartan. Kindly in his own 
He preſs'd the exile's hand, and thus humane, 775 
oO DruanArus, in this grief 1 ſee, 
How juſt thy praiſes of Laconia's ſtate. 
Thou igh cheriſh'd here with univerſal love, 
Thou ſtill deplorſt thy abſence from her face, 
Howe er averſe to thine. But fwift relief 780 
From indignation borrow. Call to mind © | 
Thy injuries. Th' auſpicious fortune bleſs, : a 
Which led thee far from calumny and fraud, 
To peace, to honor in the Perſian court. 


As Demaratus with a wk mind 785 


His anſwer was preparing, Perſia's king 

Stern Amd Soon as morning ſhines, 

Do you, Tigranes and Phraortes, head 
The Medes and Ciſſians. Bring theſe Grecians 


bound. 


Th' attendant princes reaſcend their cars, 

Save Hy peranthes, by the C arian queen | 
Detain'd, who thus began. Impartial, brave, 
let my heart 


Nurs'd in a court, yet virt 


To thee its feelings undiſguis'd reveal. 795 


Thou hear'ſt thy royal brother. He demands 

Theſe Grecians bound. N Hops his mand ate 
there ? 

Why not comical the mountains to remove, 


| Or ſink to level Plains. * Spartans view, 
Their 


4 
" 
8 
4 wat. 


T ris ſaid, the monarch to his camp returns. 790 | 
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| Their weighty arms, "their countenance-Todie $00 
"My gratitude inſtructs me in the cauſe” 
Of our imperial maſter. To ſucceed 
Is not within the ſhadow of my hopes 
>.  Arthis4Uire paſs. | What evil genius ſways ? 
Tigranes, falſe Argeſtes, and the reſt 5542 Boy 


» name a council, ceaſeleſs have oppos d 
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Of purple fate rers, to de a force, 


* 


| * 4 | Which, pouring on Laconia, might confine 
- Theſe * of dom to their own defence. * 10 


2 here K 40 enfoaring mmifictiivt,” In a figh 

Toe her the prince. O Faithful to thy lord, 81 : 
lf Diſcreet adviſer, and in aQtion firm, 

What can I anſwer ? My aflicted ſoul 43 
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Mut week Te refuge ina ankle ie 


Thou meylthe partial ts thy Dorie ragey 
Mayſt magnify our danger. Let me hope, $20 


Whate'er the danger, if extreme, Believe, 
That Hyperanthes for his prince can bleed 4 
Not with leſs zeal, than Spartans for their laws. + 1 


£ tee 
2 3 


— L 4 


Tay ſeparate. To Xerxes he repairs. 3 
The * ſ urrounded by: the Carian guard, 828 . 4 
Stays and retraces with ſagacious nn x - RY 
The deſtin d field of war, the vary'd ſpace, - 4. * 
lis depth, its confines both of bill and ; 
Mean time a ſcene more ſplendid hath a allurd — 
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Her ſon's attention. His tranſported ſight 836 oY 
With ecſtaſy-like worſhip long purſues 


„ 


The pomp of Xerxes in retreat, the throne, 1 
Which ſhew'd their idol to the nations round, © = 
The bounding ſteeds, capariſon'd in gold,. 
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| Theplumes, ine chariots, ſtandards. He excites 835 
| Her care, expreſs'd in theſe pathetic ſtrains, 
| i | Loox on the king with gratitude. His ſire 
., Protected thine, Himſelf upholds our ſtate. 


B! loyalty inflexible repay 


I The obligation. To immortal pow rs 840 
; 1 thy ſoul confine ; | 
| il} And leak FI on the pomp of man . 
Bs ons 
ns T — 
Wyoſe honey d bane, by kingly pride devour d, 
| 1 kingdoms. Here the boy 
| ; 55 _ attention, w which ſurpaſs'd his years, | | 
\ Vnlocks her inmoſt balm.” Thrice accurs'd 5 


ne thoſe, thi indignant heroine purſues, 850 
Thoſe 


ook IV. LEON 


. 
- 


* 


| Thoſe, who have tempted their imp 
To that prepoſt'rous arrogance, which 


Chains in the deep to manacle the waves 


* 


Chaſtis d with ſtripes in heav'n's offended ſight 85 


on 


Ax; 
= 


The Helleſpont, and fondly now demand 
The Spartans bound; O Wald, my fouls bt, 


Train'd by my care to equitable war,, 4; 
And imitation of the gods by deeds | 8 . 
To merit their protection, heed my voice. 860 N 
They, who alone can tame, or fwell the floods, 


O'erwhelming human greatneſs, will 


* 


Such vanity in mortals. On our fleet 


Their indignation hath already fall'n. ' 
Perhaps our boaſted army is prepar e 


A prey, fox death to vindicate their pow's.. 


* 


* 
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cket of ins ſhrubs, 870 | 
- rude piles of nature. In their ſides 
are manſions bewn ; nor 1 . 
d fruit are wanting: but no ſound, - 
at Except of brooks in murmur, and the ſong 880 
10 | winged warblers, meets the liſt'ning ear. 
No grazing herd, no flock, nor hun form 3 
Is ſeen, no careful huſband at his toil, 65 A 
0 threſhold no induſtrious oy 
hw child, Inſtructive to her fon 3885 | 
ED... 


Book IV. LEONIDAS. | 4 
The princeſs then. Already theſe abodes * «2x 3 
Are deſolate. Once happy i in their homes 1 9 
Th' inhabitants forſake them. Pleaſing 1 R? 
Of nature's bounty, ſoon; will ſavage Mars OY 
Deform the lovely ringlets of thy ſhrubs, © 890 
And coarſely pluck thy violated fruits * 9 | 
Unripe; will deafen with his clangour fell 
Thy tuneful choirs, 1 mourn thy deſtin'd ſpoil, 
Yet come thy firſt deſpoiler. Captains, plant, 


Ere . breaks, my ſecret ſtandard here. 39s = 
Come, boy, away. Thy ſafety will I truſt | I 
To Demaratus ; while thy mother tries 

With theſe her martial followers, what parka, | 

Left by our Doric fathers, yet inflame oo _ i 
Their ſons ughters in a ſtern debate 900 . | 4 


With other 8 who "FAN never breath d 
The ſoft'ning gales of Aſia, never bow'd . 


* 
8 


In forc'd allegiance to Barbarian thrones. 


. 


Thou 


| % 
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Thou heed my order. Thoſe ingenuous looks | 
Or diſcontent ſuppreſs. For thee this fight gog 
Were too ſevere © leſſon. Thou mightſt bleed 

Among the thouſands, fated to expire 

if By Spartz's lance. Let Artemiſia die, 
Ve. all-difpoſing rulers, but prote& : 

| 3 : El. Heer ſon. She ceas d. The lioneſs, who reigns 910 

4H 1 the foreſt, terrible in ſtrengh, 

And prone to fury, thus, by nature taught, 


* 


Melts o'er her young in blandiſhment and love. 


© 


Uh Now flowly tow'rds the Perſian my her ſteps 


In ſilence ſhe directed; when a voice, 91 5 
Sent from a rock, acceflible which ſeem'd 
To none, but feather'd paſſen gerd of air, 
V this reproof detain'd her, Caria's queen 
rt t ou, to Greece by Doric blood ally d? 


| Com'l thou to lay her fruitful meadows waſte, 920 
Thou 


3 


th... 
4 
9 
89 
: 


LO 


Ju 


Great Artemiſia, Now a ſpringing tear : 8 
Between her h gleam'd. Too true, ſhe J 
% iL I 


A homager of tyrants ! Voice auftere, 9 
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Thou homager of tyrants? Upward gaz d 

Th' aſtoniſh'd princeſs. Lo! a female ſhape, + ol 
Tall and majeſtic, from th' impendent ridge 5 
Look'd awful down. A hol) y fillet bound 

Her graceful hair, looſe flowing. Seldom wept * 5 


And preſence half-divine ! Again the voice. 


O ARrTEMISTA, hide thy Doric ſword. 930 
Let no Barbarian tyrant through thy might, 
Thy counſels, valiant as thou art and wiſe, 5 
Conſume the holy fanes, deface the tombs 2 
Subvert the laws of Greece, her ſons enthrall. - 
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Tux queen made no reply. Her breaſt-plate 


heavy d. 9 x 

" * W attire of cov ring mail 

Confeſs d her ſtruggle. She at length exclaim'd. 
 Orympian thund'rer, from thy neight/ring hill 

Of ſacred oaths remind me ! Then aſide | 

She turns to ſhun that majeſty of form 2 

In ſolemn ſounds upbraiding. Torn her thoughts 

She feels. A painful conflict the endures 

With recollection of her Doric race ; 


” 


Till gratitude, reviving, arms her breaſt, 
Her royal benefactor ſhe recals, 


Back to his ſight precipitates her ſteps, 


7 - 


945 


END of the FovxrH Book. 
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The Argument. 


Leonidas, riſing by break of day, hears the intelli- 
gence, which Agis and Melibeus bring from the 
upper paſs, then commands a body of Arcadians 
with the Platæans and Theſpians, to be drawn out 
for battle under the conduct of Demophilus in that 
part of Thermopylæ, which lies cloſe to the Pho- 


cian wall, from whence he harangues them. The 


enemy approaches. Diomedon kills Tigranes in 
Jingle combat. Both armies join battle. Dithy- 


rambus kills Phraortes. The Perſians, entirely 


defeated, are purſued by Demophilus to the extre- 


mity of the paſs. The Arcadians, inconſiderately ad- 


vancing beyond it, fall into an ambuſh, which Arte- 
miſia had laid to cover the retreat of the Perſians, 
She kills Clonius, but is herſelf repulsd by De- 
| 3 n noph lus 
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166 LEONID AS. Book V. 
mophilus. Diomedon and Dithyrambus give chace 
to her broken forces over the Plaint i in the ſight of 
| Perka's camp, whence ſhe receives no aff ance. 
She rallies a ſmall body, and, facing the enemy, 
diſables Dithyrambus by a blow on his helmet. 
This puts the Grecians into ſome confuſion, and 
gives her an opportunity of preſerving the remain- 
der of her Carians by à timely retreat, She gains 
the camp, accuſes Argeſtes of trechery, but pacified 
by Demaratus, is accompanied by him with a 
thouſand horſe to collect the dead bodies of her ee 
diers for ſepulchre. 


'URORA dawn'd. L aroſe. 
With Melibœus Agis, now return 'd, 
Addreſs'd the king. Along the mountain's ſide 


We bent our journey. On our way a voice 
Loud from a Crag on Melibœus call'd. 'F 
He look'd and anſwer'd. . Mycon, ancient friend 
Far haſt thou driv'n thy bearded train to hos. | 
But fortunate thy preſence. None like thee, 
| Inhabitant of Eta from thy birth, 
„ Can 


Book V. LEONID AS. 167 15 


Can furniſh that intelligence, which Greece ©2:40 
Wants for her ſafety. Mycon ſhew'd a track. 
We mounted high. The ſummit, where we ſtopp'd, 
Gave to the ſight a proſpe& wide o'er hills, 
O'er dales and foreſts, rocks, and daſhing floods 
In cataracts, The object of our ſearch 15 
Beneath us lay, the ſeeret paſs to Greece, 
Where not five warriors in a rank can tread, 
We thence deſcended to the Phocian camp, 
Beſet with ſcatter'd oaks, which roſe and ſpread 
In height and ſhade; on whoſe ſuſtaining boughs 20 
Were hung in any folds a thouſand tents, 
Containing each a Phocian heavy-mail'd | 
With twolight-weapon'd menials. Northward ends 
The vale, contracted to that narrow ſtreight, ö 
Which firſt we ſaw with Mycon. Prudent care 25 
Like you alleviates mine, well-pleas'd the king 
Reply'd. os Agis, from Arcadia's bands 

1 5 ü SeleR 


5 
£ 
i 
* 
K 
F 


.. POIs IEP Tae. IEPA WR ages IR 1 


E 


REAR ths 


168 LEONIDAS. Bock V. 


Select a thouſand ſpears. To them unite 
The Theſpians and Platæans. Draw their lines 
Beneath the wall, which fortifies the paſs. 30 


| Ther e, cloſe- embody d, will their might repulſe , 


The num'rous foe, Demophilus ſalute. 


Approv'd in martial ſervice him I name 


The chief ſupreme. Obedient to his will 


Th' appointed warriors, iſſuing from the tents, 35 
Fill their deep files, and watch the high command, 


So round their monarch in his ſtormy hall 


The winds aſſemble, F rom his duſky throne 


His dreadful mandates Zolus proclaims 
+2 
To ſwell the main, or heav'n with clouds de- 


% 


- era, Co 40 


Or bend the foreſt from the mountain's brow. 


Laconiz? 's leader from _ rampart” 8 height 


| To aattle thus the lining hoſt inflames, 


3 


Tuts 


118 
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Tus day, O Grecians, countrymen and friends, 
Your wives, your offspring, your paternal ſeats, 45 


Your parents, country, liberty and laws 


Demand your ſwords. You gen'rous, active, brave, 


Vers'd i in che various diſcipline of Mars, 
Are now to graple with ignoble foes, 1 Bet 
In war unſkilful, nature's baſeſt droſs, | 50 
And thence a monarch's mercenary ſlaves. 
Relax'd their limbs, their ſpirits are deprav'd 
By eaſtern ftoth and pleaſures, Hire their er 
Their only fruit of victory is ſpoil. 
They know not freedom, nor its lib'ral cares. 35 
Such is the flow'r of Aſia's hoſt. The reſt, 
Who fill her boaſted numbers, are a croud, 
Forc'd from their homes ;z-A populace in peace 
By jealous tyranny diſarm'd, in war 
Their tyrant's victims. Taught in padde grief 6o 
To bear the rapine, cruelty and ſpurns de 
Yor L on „ 
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170 LEON ID AS. Book V. 
Of Xerxes. mercenary band, they pine | 
In ſervitude to ſlaves. With terror ſounds - 


The trumpet's clangour in cheir trembling cars. 


Unwonted loads, the buckler and the lance 65 


Their hands ſuſtain, encumber'd, and preſent 


The mockery of war----But ev'ry eye 


Shoots forth impatient flames. Your gallant breaſts 


Too long their ſwelling ſpirit have confin'd. 
Go then, ye ſons of liberty; go, ſweep 70 
Theſe bondmen from the field. Reſiſtleſs rend 
The glitt ring ſtandard from their ſervile graſp. 


Hurl to the ground their ignominious heads, 


The warrior s helm profaning. Think, the ſhades 


Of your forefathers lift their facred brows - 75 
Here to enjoy the glory of their ſons. 


8 He ſpake. Loud pæans iſſue from the Greeks, 


In fierce reply Barbarian ſhouts aſcend 


1 | z From 
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70 
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From hoſtile nations, thronging down the paſs. 


Such is the roar of Ætna, when his mouth 80 
Diſplodes combuſtion from his ſulph'rous depths 5 
To blaſt the ſmiles of nature. Dauntleſs ſtood 

In deep array before the Phocian wal! 
The phalanx, wedg'd with implicated ſhields, 
And ſpears protended, like the graceful range 85 
Of arduous elms, whoſe cnthrwoven N u 
Before ſome rural palace wide expand 

Their venerable bens to retard . 

The North's impetuous wing. As o'er the main 
In lucid rows the riſing waves — 890 
The ſun's effulgence; ſo the Grecian helms 


Return'd his light, which o'er their convex pour'd 


A ſplendour, ſcatter d through the dancing plumes. 


Down ruſh the foes. Exulting in their van, 
Their haughty leader ſhakes his threat'ning lance,g 5 


1 2 Provo- 
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My friends and ſoldiers, check your martial haſte, 
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Provoking battle. Inſtant from his rank 
Diomedon burſts furious. On he ſtrides, 


Confronts Tigranes, whom he thus defies. 
Nov art thou met, Barbarian, Wouldſt thou prove 
Thy. actions equal to thy vaunts, command 100 
Thy troops to halt, while thou and I engage. 


T1GRANES, turning to the Perſians, ſpake. 


While my ſtrong lance that Grecian's pride con- 


founds. 


| Hz ceas'd. In dreadful oppoſition ſoon 105 


Each combatant advanc'd, Their ſinewy hands 


Grip'd faſt their ſpears, high-brandiſh'd, Thrice 
they drove 
With well-direQed force the pointed ſteel 


At 


1- 


5 


At 
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Ateither's throat, and thrice their wary ſhields 
Repell'd the menac'd wound. The Aſian chief 110 
At length, with pow'rs collected for the ſtroke, 
His weapon rivets in the Grecian targe. 

Aſide Diomedon inclines, and ſhuns 


Approaching fate; then all his martial ſkill 


_ Undaunted ſummons. His forſaken ſpear 115 


Beſide him caſt, his falchion he unſheaths. 
The blade, deſcending on Tigranes' arm, 


That inſtant ſtruggling to redeem his lance, 


The nervous hand diſſevers. Pale affright 
Unmans the Perſian ; while his active foe 120 
Full on his neck diſcharg'd the rapid ſword, 
Which open'd wide the purple gates of death. 
Low ſinks Tigranes in eternal ſhade. 

His proftrate limbs the conqueror beſtrides ; 
Then in a tuft of blood-diſtilling hair 125 


His hand entwining, from the mangled trunk 
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The head disjoins,and whirls with matchleſs ſtrength 


Among the adverſe legions. All in dread 


Recoil'd, where'er the ghaſtly viſage flew 


In ſanguine circles, and purſu'd its track 130 


Of horror through the air. Not more amaz'd, 


A barb'rous nation, whom the cheerful dawn 


Of ſcience ne'er illumin'd, view on high 


A meteor, waving its portentous fires; 


Where oft, as ſuperſtition vainly dreams, = 35 


Some demon fits amid the baneful blaze, 


Diſ perſing plague and de ſolation round. 


Awhile the ſtern Diomedon remain'd 


Triumphant o'er the dire diſmay, which froze 
The heart of Perſia; then with haughty pace 140 
In ſullen joy among his gladſome friends | 


Reſum'd his ſtation, Still the hoſtile throng 


-In conſternation motionleſs ſuſpend 


The charge. Their drooping hearts Phraortes warms. 
_ Hea- 


* 


0 


4 


Which counts a train of princes for its chiefs p 
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 Heav'n! can one leader's fate appal this hoſt, x45 


5 


Behold Phraortes. From Niphates' ridge 

I draw my ſubject files. My hardy toil 

Through pathleſs woods and deſerts hath ex- 
plor d 

The tiger's cavern. This unconquer'd hand 150 

Hath from the lion rent his ſhaggy hide. 

So through this field of ſlaughter will I chace 

Yon vaunting Greek, His ade words revive 

Declining valour in the van. His lance 

Then in the rear he brandiſhes. The croud 155 

Before his threat'ning ire, affrighted, roll 

Their numbers headlong on the Grecian ſteel. 


Thus with his trident ocean's angry god 


From their vaſt bottom turns the mighty maſs 


Of waters upward, and o'erwhelms the beach. 160 


I 4 TREMEN= 
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TRRMEN DOs frown'd the fierce Platæan chief 


Full in the bartle's front. His ample ſhield 
Like a ſtrong bulwark prominent he rais'd 
Before the line. There thunder'd all the ſtorm 


Of darts and arrows, Miz cndanacted train 165 


In emulating ardour charg'd the foe. 


Where'er they turn'd the formidable ſpears, 


Which drench'd the glebe of Marathon in blood, 


| Barbarian dead lay heap'd. Diomedon 

| Ledoon the flaughter. From his nodding ereſt 170 
The fable plumes ſhook terror. Aſia's hoft | 

Shrunk back, as blaſted by the piercing beams 

Of that unconquerable ſword, which fell 

With light'ning's ſwiftneſs on diſſever'd helm, 


And, menacing Tigranes' doom to all, 179 


Their multitude diſpers'd. The furious chief, 

5 Encompaſs'd round by carnage, and beſmear'd 
With ſanguine drops, inflames his warlike friends. 

5 O D. 
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O Drrurn AMBUs, let thy deeds this day 


Surmount their wonted luſtre. Thou in arms, 180 
Demophilus, worn grey, thy youth recal. 
Behold, theſe ſlaves without reſiſtance bleed. 


Advance, my hoary friend. Propitious fame 
Smiles on thy years. She grants thy aged hand 
To pluck freſh laurels for thy honor'd brow, 185 


As, when endu'd with Promethean heat, 
The molten chay reſpir d; a ſudden warmth 
Glows in the venerable Theſpian's veins ; 
In ev'ry finew new-born vigour ſwells. 
His falchion, thund'ring on Cheraſmes' helm, 190 
The forehead cleaves. Ecbatana to war 
Sent forth Cheraſmes. From her potent gates 
He proud in hope her ſwarming numbers led. 
Him Ariazus and Peuceſtes join'd, : | 
His martial brothers. They attend his fate, 198 
> n Tan Oh 
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By Dithyrambus 3 Their hoary ſire 
Shall o er his ſolitary palace roam; 
Lamenting loud his childleſs years, ſhall curd | 
Ambition's fury, and the luſt of war, 


Then, pining, bow in anguiſh to the grave. 200 


NkExr by the fierce Platæan's fatal ſword  - 
Expir'd Damates, once the hoſt and friend 
Of fall'n Tigranes. By his fide to ficht 
He left his native bands. Of Syrian birth 
In Daphne he reſided near the grove,. 205 
Whoſe hoſpitable laurels in their ſhade 
Conceal'd the virgin fugitive ah 
| To young Apollo. Hither ſhexetir'd d 
Far from her parent ſtream. Here fables beirn; 
Herſelf a laurel chang'd her golden hair 210 
To verdant leaves in this retreat, the grove 


Of Daphne call'd, the feat of rural bliſs, 


oe. + Þ Fann'd 
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Fann'd by the breath of Zephyrs, and with rils 
From bubbling founts irriguous, Syria's boaſt, 

The happy rival of Theſlalia's vale; 216g 


Now hid forever from Damates' eyes. 


DEMorhiLus, wiſe leader, ſoon improves 
Advantage. All the vet'rans of his troop, 
In age his equals, i Sinn the files, 

To rivet cloſe their bucklers he commands. 220 
As ſome broad veſſel, heavy in her ſtrength, 
But well- compacted, when a fav'ring gale 
Invites the ſkilful maſter to expand | | 
The fails at large, her flow but ſteady courſe 6 
Impels through myriads of dividing waves 225 
80, unreſiſted, through Barbarian throngs 
The hoary phalanx paſs' d. Arcadia's ſons. - 
Purſu'd more ſwift. Gigantic Clonius preſs'd 
The yielding Perſians, who before him ſunk, 
Cruſh'd 
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Cruſh'd like vile ſtubble underneath the ſteps 230 
Of ſome glad peaſant, viſiting his fields | 
Of new-ſhorn harveſt. - On the gen'ral rout 
Phraortes look'd intrepid ſtill. He ſprang 
O''er hills of carnage to confront the foe. 
His own inglorious friends he thus reproach'd. 235 
. 
FLy then; ye cowards, and deſert your chief. 
Vet ſingle here my target ſhall oppoſe 
The ſhoek of thouſands. Raging, he impels 
His deathful point through Ariſtander s breaſt. 
Him -Dithyrambus lov'd. A ſacred bard, 240 
Rever'd for juſtice, for his verſe renown'd, | 
He ſung the deeds of heroes, thofe, who fell, 
Or thoſe, who conquer'd i in their country's * 
Th' enraptur'd foul inſpiring with the love 
Of glory, earn'd by virtue. His high ſtrain 245 
The Muſes favor d from their neighb'ring bow 's, 
Tar . „„ 
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And bleſs'd with heav'nly melody his lyre. 
No more from Theſpia ſhall his feet aſcend 
The ſhady ſteep of Helicon ; no more 
The ſtream divine of Aganippe's fount 250 
Bedew his lip harmonious : nor his hands, 
Which, dying, graſp the auferſakon lance, 
And proſtrate buckler, or more accord 
His lofty numbers to the ſounding ſhell. 
Lo ! Dithyrambus words: Amid the rage 255 
Of war and conqueſt ſwiftly-guſhing tears | 
Find one ſad moment's interval to fall 
On his pale friend. But ſoon the victor proves 
His ſtern revenge. Through ſhield and corſelet 
plung'd, 
His forceful blade divides the Parkin) $ cheſs x 260 
Whence iſſue ſtreams of royal blood, deriv'd 
From. anceſtors, who ſway'd in Ninus old 


Tu Aſſyrian On He to Xerxes' throne 


4. 
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A tributary ſatrap rul'd the vales, 
Where Tigris ſwift between the parted hills 269 8. 
Of tall Niphates drew his foamy tide, 
Impregnating the meads. Phraortes ſinks, 
Not inſtantly expiring. Still his eyes 
Flaſh indignation, while the Perſians fly. 


BEYOND the Malian entrance of the ſtreights 270 
Th' Arcadians ruſh ; when, unperceiv'd, till felt, 
Spring from concealment in a thicket deep | 
New ſwarms of warriors, cluſtring on the flank | 
Of thefe unwary Grecians. Tow'rds the bay 
T hey ſhrink. They totter on the fearful edge, 27 3 
Which overhangs a precipice. Surpris'd, 

The ſtrength of Clonius fails. His giant bulk 
Beneath the chieftain of th' aſſailing band 
Falls proſtrate. Theſpians and Platæans wave 
Auxiliar enſigns. They encounter foes, 280 


Reſem- 


| ens. >» 


1 
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Reſembling Greeks in diſcipline and arms. 


Dire is the ſhock, What leſs, than Caria's queen 


In their career of victory could check 

Such warriors? Fierce ſhe ſtruggles; while the 
rout as | 

Of Medes and Ciſſians carry to the camp ; 285 

Contagious terror : thence no ſuccour flows. 

Demophilus ſtands firm; the Carian band 

At length recoil before him. Keen purſuit 

He leaves to others, like th' almighty ſire, 

Who ſits unſhaken on his throne, while floods, 290 


His inſtruments of wrath, o'erwhelm the earth, 


And whirlwinds level on her hills the growth 
Of proudeſt cedars. Through the yielding croud 
Platæa's chief and Dithyrambus range 
Triumphant ſide by fide, Thus o'er the field, 295 
Where bright Alpheus heard the rattling car, 


And concave hoof c his ecchoing banks, 


Two 
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Two gef'rous courſers, link'd in mutual reins, 
In ſpeed, in ardour equal, beat the duſt 
To reach the glories of Olympia's goal. 300 
TY intrepid heroes on the plain advance, 
They preſs the Carian rear. Not long the queen 
Endures that ſhame. Her people's dying groans 
Tranfpierce her boſom. On their bleeding limbs 
She looks maternal, feels maternal pangs. 30 5 | 
A troop ſhe rallies. Goddeſs-Iike ſhe turns, 
Not lefs, than Pallas with her Gorgon ſhield. 
Whole ranks ſhe covers like th' imperial bird 
Extending o'er a neſt of callow young 
Her pinion broad, and pointing fierce her beak, 310 
Her claws outſtretch d. The Theſpian's ardent 
hand, | | 15 | 
From common lives refrainin g haſtes to Match" 
More ſplendid laurels from that nobler head. 
His pond'rous falchion, fwift defcending, bears 
Her 
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Her buckler down, thence glancing, cutsthe 
thong, FO 55 
Which holds her headpiece faſt. That golden fence 
Drops down. Thick treſſes, unconfin'd, diſcloſe 
A . warrior ; ane, whoſe. ſummer pride 
Of fleeting | beauty had begun to fade, 
Yet by th' heroic character ſupply'd, 0 
Which grew more awful, as the touch of time 
Remov'd the ſoft'ning graces. Back he ſteps, | 
Unmann'd by wonder, With indignant eyes, 
Fire- darting, ſhe advances. Bach her hands. = 
Full on his creſt diſcharge the furious blade. 325 
The forceful blow compels him to recede 
Yet further back; unwounded, though coufus'd; 
His ſoldiers flock around him, From a ſcene 
- Ofhiend am diene; ants e e bet. 
The fair occaſion of ſuſpended fight "ans" 
She fleas. bright in glory wheels away, | | 
5 1 And 
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And faves her Carian remnant. While his friend 


In fervent ſounds Diomedon beſ pake. 


/ 


Ir thou art flain, I curſe this glorious day. 
Be all thy trophies, be my own accurs'd, 335 


Tux youth, recover'd, anſwers in a ſmile. 


I am unhurt. The weighty blow proclaim'd 


The queen of Caria, or Bellona's arm. 


Our longer ſtay Demophilus may blame. 


Let us prevent his call. This faid, their ſteps 340 


They turn, both ſtriding through empurpled heaps 


Of arms, and mangled ſlain, themſelves with gore 


Diſtam'd like two grim tigers, who have forc'd 
A nightly manſion, on the deſert rais'd | 


By ſome lone-wand'ring traveller, then, dy'd 345 


In human crimſon, through the foreft deep 
Back to their eovert's dreery gloom retire. 


Stern 
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STERN Artemifia, ſweeping o'er the field, 

Burſts 1 Aſia's camp. A furious look 

She caſts around, Abrocomes remote | 35® 


With Hyperanthes from the king were ſent. 


She fees Argeſtes in that quarter chief, 


Who from battalions numberleſs had ſpar'd 


Not one to ſuccour, but his. malice gorg d 


With her diſtreſs. Her anger now augments. 355 


Revenge. 1 gloomy on her darken'd brow. 


He cautious moves to Xerxes, where he ſat 


High on his car. She follows. Loft her 


Reſign'd to ſportive winds her cluſter'd locks, 
Wild, but majeſtic like the waving boughs 360 


Of ſome proud elm, the glory of the grove, 


And full in foliage. Her emblazon'd ſhield 
With gore is tarniſh'd. Pale around are ſeen 


All faint, all ghaſtly from repeated wounds 


Her 
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Her beading ſoldiers. Brandiſhing her ſword 436: 5 
To them ſhe peints, to Xerxes thus ſhe ſpeaks, 


BEnoLD:theſe-mangled Carians, who have ſpent 
Their vital current in the king's defence, 
En in his ſight ;. while Medes and Ciffians fled, 
By theſe protected, whom Argeſtes ſaw 370 
Purſu'd: by flaughter [to thy very camp, | 


Vet leſt unhelp d to periſh. Ruling fire,. 


Let Horomazes be thy name, or Jove, 


To thee appealing, of the king IL claim 
A day for juſtice. Monarch, to my am 375 
Give him a prey. Let Artemiſia's. truth 


_ Chaſtiſe his treaſon. With an eye ſubmiſs, 


A mein obſequious; and a ſoothing tone 
To cheat the king, to moderate her ire 
Argeſtes utters theſe fallacious words. 2380 


MAT 
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May Horomazes leave the fiend at large 

—— ligytns; enida 

Amid the horrors of his own abode 

My ghoſt hereafter, if the ſacred charge 

Of Xerxes? perſon was not my reſtraint, 385 

My ſole reſtraint! To him our all is due, 

Our all how trifling, with his ſafety weigh'd. 

His preſervation I prefer to fame, 

And bright occaſion for immortal deeds | 

Forego in duty. "Elſe my helpful word, 390 

Fair heroine'of Afia, hadſt thou ſeen | 

Among the foremoſt blazing. - Lo! the king 

A royal preſent will on thee beſtow, 

Perfumes und previous unguents on the dend, 


A golden wreath to each ſurvivor brave. 395 


Aw'D by her ſpirit, by the flatt'rers ſpelt 
Deluded, languid through diſmay and ſhame 


3 | ES At 
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At his defeat, the monarch for a time 


Sat mute, at length unlock d his falt'ring lips. 


Tnov hear'ſt, great princeſs. Reſt content. 
His words „ ae) | 400 
I ratify, Yet farther, I proclaim 
Thee of my train firſt counſellor and chief. 


O ract-ey'D diſcernment in the king 
O wiſdom equal to his boundleſs power 1 
The purpled ſycophant exclaims. Thou ſeeſt 405 
Her matchleſs talents. Wanting her, thy fleet, 
The floating bulwark of our hopes, laments, 
Foil'd in "I abſence, in her ces ſafe, 
Thy penetrating ſight directs the field; 


There let her worth be hazarded no more, 410 


Try 


74 
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191 
Tay words are wiſe, the blinded prince rejoins, 


Return, brave Carian, to thy nayal charge. 


THvs to remove her from the royal ear 
Malicious guile provaile. | Redoubled rage 
Swells in her boſom. Demaratus ſees 415 
And calms the ſtorm by rend'ring up his charge 
To her maternal hand. Her ſon beloyd 
Diſpels the furies. Then the 8 partan thus. 


O ARTEMISIA, of the king's command 5 72 


Be thou obſervant. To thy ſlaughter'd friends 420 


Immediate care, far other, than revenge, 


Is due. The ravens gather. From his neſt 


Among thoſe clifts the eagle's rapid licht 


Denotes his ſcent of carnage. Thou, a Greek, 

Well know ſt the duty ſacred to the dead, 425 
Depart; thy guide is piety. Collect, T 
| For 


= — 


INST REI x aa ˙ò1 1. ̃ un ü 


0 


TR £2548 
% a 4 f 


— P * r n — 3 r r 
mrs uin _— FINE R 7 a enn * 4 * 5 a Re a aj 
5 ” >, 5 # 7 > * 7 i. I ok hl 
3 OT 2 


192 LEONIDAS. Book V. 
For honorable EE prepare 


| Thoſe bodies, mark'd with honorable wounds. 


I will aſſiſt thee, Xerxes will entruſt 
To my command a choſen guard of horſe. 430 


+. 


As oft, when ſtorms in ſummer have v'ercaſt 


The night with double darkneſs, only piercd 


By heav'n's blue fire, while thunder ſhakes the pole, 


The orient ſun, diffuſing genial warmth, 
Refines the troubled air; the blaſt is mute; 435 


Death- pointed flames diſperſe; and placid Jove 


Looks down in ſmiles : ſo prudence from the lips. 


Of Demaratus, by his tone, his mien, 


| His aſpect firength'ning ſmooth perſuaſion's flow, 
Compos'd her ſpirit. She with him departs, ” 440 


The king aſſigns a thouſand horſe to guard 


Th' illuſtrious exile, and heroic dame. 
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BOOK the 8 SIXTH, 


0 
The Argument 
3 The 1 commanders after the purſuit re tir e for =—_ 


refreſhment to a cave in the fide of mount Oeta. 
Demophilus returns to the camp; Diomedon re- 
$. mains in the cave: while Dithyrambus, diſcover- 
ing a paſſage through it, aſcends to the temple of 
the Muſes. After a long diſcourſe with Meliſſa, the 
daughter of Oileus, ſbe entruſts him with a ſolemn 
meſſage to Leonidas. Dithyrambus deputes this 
charge to Megiſtias, the augur. Leonidas, recal- 
v ling the forces, firſt engag d, ſends down a freſh 
body. Diomedon and Dithyrambus are permitted” 
on their own requeſt to continue in the field with 
the Plateans. By the advice of Diomedon the Gre- | 
cians advance to the broadeft part of Thermopyle, - 
where they form a line of twenty in depth, conſiſt 
ing of the Platæant, Mantineans, Tegeaans, The- 
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bans, Corinthians, Phliaf ans and Mycenzans, 
The Spartans compoſe a ſecond line in a narrower 
part. Behind them are placed the light arm'd 
"troops under Alpheus, and further back a Phalanx 
of Locrians under Medon, the ſon * Oileus. Die- 


neces commands the whole. 


2 


O W Dythyrambus and Platæa's chief, 


Their former poſt attaining, had rejoin'd 
Demophilus. Recumbent on his ſhield | 
Phraortes, gaſping there, attracts their ſight. 

To him in pity Theſpia's gallant youth & 5 ; 
Approaching, thus his genꝰ rous ſoul expreſs d. 


Liv'sT thou, brave Perſian ? By propitious Jove, 
From whom the pleaſing fiream of mercy flows 
. Through mortal boſoms, leſs my ſoul rejoic d, 
When fortune bleſs d with victory my arm, 10 


Than now to raiſe thee from this field of death. 


His 


Book VI. LEONIDAS tos. 


| His'languid eyes the dying prince unclos'd, 
Then with expiring voice. Vain man, forbear 
| To proffer me, what ſo6n thyſelf mult crave. 
T he day is quite extinguiſh'd in theſe orbs. 15 
One moment fate allows me to diſdain 


Thy mercy, Grecian, Now I yield to death. 


This effort made, the haughty ſpirit fled, 
80 ſhoots a meteor's tranſitory gleam 
Throughnitrous folds of black nocturnal clouds, 20 
Then diſſipates forever. O'er the corſe 
His rev'rend face Demophilus iticlin'd, 


Pois'd on his lance, and thus addreſs'd the ſlain. 


AL As! how glorious were that bleeding breaſt, 
Had juſtice brac'd the buckler on thy arm, © 25 

| And to preſerve a people bade thee die. | 

Who now ſhall mourn thee ! Thy ungrateful king 5 
— 8 - 


| 
1 | - 186 LEONIDAS. Book VI. 


Will ſoon forget thy worth. Thy native land | 


May raiſe an empty monument, but feel 

No public ſorrow. Thy l name * 30 
8 Shall wake among thy countrymen no ſighs. 
| Poor their loſt hero. What to them avail'd 
Y . Thy might, thy dauntleſs ſpirit ? Not to guard : 
UA Their wives, theit offspring from th' b 


— : 85 
But to extend oppreſſion didſt thou fall, 35 


i | 8 1 Perhaps with inborn virtues in thy ſoul, 
Which, but thy froward deſtiny forbade, 
B y freedom cheriſh'd, might have bleſs'd mankind. 
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All-bounteous nature, thy impartial laws 
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To no ſelected race of men confine 40 


The ſenſe of glory, fortitude, and all 


The nobler paſſions, which exalt the mind, . 
And render life illuſtrious. Theſe thou plant'ſt 
In ev'ry ſoil, But freedom like the ſun 
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Muſt 
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Muſt warm the gen'rous ſeeds, By her alone 45 
They bloom, they flouriſh ; while oppreſſion blaſts 
The tender virtues : hence a ſpurious growth, 
Falſe honor, ſavage valour taint the ſoul, 

And wild ambition: hence rapacious pow'r 
The ravag'd earth unpeoples, and the brave, 50 
A feaſt for dogs, th ngen field beſtrew. 


Hx ſaid. Around the venerable man 


The warriors throng'd attentive, Conqueſt huſh'd . © ** 


Its joyful tranſports. Over the horrid field, 

Rude ſcene ſo late of tumult, all was calm, 5 5 

80, when the ſong of Thracian Orpheus drew 

To Hebrus' margin from their dreery ſeats 

The ſavage breed, which Hæmus, wrapp'd in 
clouds, | 

Pangzus cold, and Rhodopean ſnows 

In blood and diſcord nurs'd, the ſoothing ftrain 60 

| 1 1 Flow'd 
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Flow'd with enchantment through the raviſh'd ear, 
Their ——— melted, and, amaz'd, they learn'd 
The ſacred laws of juſtice, which the bard 
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Mix'd with the muſic of his heav'nly ſtring. 
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And banners, ſad and ſolemn on their ſhields 
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The giant limbs of Clonius bore along 
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To ſpread a gen” ral woe. The noble corſe, 
Dire ſpectacle of carnage, paſling by 

To thoſe laſt honors, which the dead partake, 70 
Struck Dithyrambus, Swift his melted eye 
Review'd Phraortes on the rock ſupine 3 
Then on the ſage Demophilus he Jook'd 
Intent, and ſpake. My heart retains thy words, 
This hour may witneſs, how rapacious pow'r 75 
The earth unpeoples. Clonius is no more. 


a | But 
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But he, by Gieves lamented, will acquire . 

A ſignal tomb. This gallant Perſian, cruſh'd 
Beneath my fortune, bath'd in blood ſtill warm, 
May lie forgotten by his thankleſs king; 80 
Vet not by me neglected ſhall renal 5 
A naked corſe. The good old man replies. 


Mx gen'rous child, deſerving that ſueceſs, 
Thy arm hath gain'd | When vital breath is fled, 
Our friends, our foes are equal duſt. Both claim 8 5 
The fun' ral paſſage to that future ſeat 
Or being, where no enmity revives. | 

There Greek and Perſian will together quaff _ 
In amaranthine bow'rs the cup of bliſs | ; 
Immortal, Him, thy valour ſlew on earth, 90 | 


In that bleſs'd region thou mayſt find a friend. 
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Tus ſaid, the ready Theſpians he commands 
To lift Phraortes from his bed of death, 
Th empurpled rock. Outftretch'd on targets broad, 
Suſtain'd by hands late hoſtile, now humane, 95 
He follows Clonius to the fun'ral pyre. 


A CAvE not diſtant from the Phocian wall 
Through CO} ta s cloven fide had nature form'd 
In ſpacious n. This in moſs ſhe clad; 
Q' er half the entrance downward from theroots 100 
She hung the ſhaggy trunks of branching firs, 
To heav'n' s hot ray impervious. | Near the mouth 
Relucent laurels ſpread before the ſun _' - 

A broad and vivid foliage. High above, 

The kill was darken'd by a ſolemn ſhade, * 5 
Diffus'd from ancient cedars. To this cave 
Diomedon, Demophilus reſort, 

And Theſpia's youth. A deep receſs appears, 

3 - Cool, 
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Cool, as the azure prot, where Thetis ſleeps | 
Beneath the vaulted ocean. Whiſper'd ſounds 1 10 
Of waters, trilling from the riven ſtone 

To feed a fountain on the rocky floor, 

In pureſt ſtreams o'erflowing to the ſea, 

Allure the warriors hot with toil and thirſt 
To this retreat ſerene. Againſt the ſides 11 5 
Their diſencumber'd hands repoſe their ſhields 3 
The helms they looſen from their glowing cheeks ; 
Propp'd on their ſpears, they reſt : when Agis 
brings 


From Lacedzmon's leader theſe commands. 


LzoN1DAs recals you from your toils, 120 
: Ye meritorious Grecians, You have reap'd 
The firſt bright harveſt on the field of fame. 
Our eyes in wonder from the Phocian wall 
On your unequall'd deeds inceſſant gaz d. 
17 K 5 . To 
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To whom Platza's chief. Go, Agis, ſay 125 


To Lacedzmon's ruler, that, untir'd, 
Diomedon can yet exalt his ſpear, 

Nor feels the armour heavy on his limbs, 
Then ſhall I quit the conteſt ? ? Ere he finks, 
Shall not this early ſun again behold - 130 
The ſlaves of Xerxes tremble at my lance, 


Sould they adventure on a freſh aſlault ? 


'T o him the Theſpian youth. * friend, my 
guide 
To noble actions, ſince thy gen'rous heart 


Intent on fame diſdains to reſt, O grant, 135 


T too thy glorious labours may partake, 


May learn once more to imitate thy deeds. 
Thou, gentleſt Agis, Sparta's king entreat 
Not to command us from the field of war. 


Vas, 
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Yrs, perſevering heroes, he reply'd, 140 
I will return, will Sparta's king entreat 


Not to command you from the field of war. 


THEN interpos'd Denton "AS friend, 

| Who leadft to conqueſt brave Platza's ſons ; 

Thou too, lov'd offspring of the deareſt man, 145 

Who doſt reſtore a brother to my eyes; 

My ſoul your magnanimity applauds : _ 

But, O reflect, that unabating toil 

Subdues the mightieſt. Valour will repine, 

When the weak hand obeys the heart no more. 150 

Yet I, declining through the weight of years, Ne 

Will not aſhgn a meaſure to your ſtrength. 

If ill you find your vigour undecay'd, 

Stay and augment your glory. So, when time 

Caſts from your whiten'd heads the helm aſide; 158 
When in the temples your enfeebled arms 

1 5 | Have 
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Hare hun g their conſecrated ſhields, the land, 
Which, gave you life, in her defence employ'd, 
Shall then by honors, doubled on your age, 


Bequite the gen'rous labours of your prime, 160 


So ſpake the ſenior, and forſook the cave. 
But from the fount Diomedon receives 
Th' o'erflowing waters in his concave helm, 
Addreſſing thus the genius of the ſtream, 


Wnox'ER thou art, divinity unſtain'd 165 
Of this fair fountain, till unſparing Mars 
Heap'd carnage round thee, bounteous are thy 
To me, who ill repay thee. I again 
Thy filver-gleaming current muſt pollute, | 
Which, mix d with gore, ſhall tinge the Malian 
| "INE eee , 170 
ph 3 „ 
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Hx ſaid, and lifted in his brimming caſque | | 
The bright, refreſhing moiſture, Thus n „ 4 5 
The ſpotted panther to Hydaſpes” ſide, = 
Or eaſtern Indus, feaſted on the blood | | 
Of ſome torn deer, which nigh his cruel winks 175 4 f 
Had roam'd, unheeding, in the ſecret hade; 3 [ : 
Rapacious o'er. the humid brink he ftoops, — Wl 
And in the pure and ffuid cryſtal cools | af f 
His reeking jaws, Mean time the Theſſ pian's eye þ 
Roves ; round the vaulted ſpace ; when ſudden | 1 ö 
. 180 Þ# 

Of muſic, utter'd by melodious harps, * 4 | 
And melting voices, diſtant, but in tones . 4 ; 
By diſtance ſoften'd, while the ecchoes ſights | 4 L 
In lulling replication, fill the vault 4 | 
With harmony. In admiration mute, 185 ll 
With nerves unbrac'd by rapture, he; entranc'd, | | 


Stands like an eagle, when his parting plumes 
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The balm of ſleep relaxes, and his wings 
Fall from his languid ſide. Platza's chief, 


Obſerving, rous'd the warrior. Son of Mars, 190 


Shall muſic's ſoftneſs from thy boſom ſteal 


The ſenſe of glory ? From his neighb'ring camp 
Perhaps the Perſian ſends freſh nations down. 
Soon in bright ſteel Thermopylæ will blaze. 


Awake. Accuſtom'd to the clang of arms, 19 3 


Intent on vengeance for invaded Greece, Z 


My ear, my ſpirit in this hour admit 


No new ſenſation, nor a change of thought, + i 


TRE Theſpian, ſtarting from oblivious ſloth 
. raviſhment and wonder, . reply d. 200 
n ſounds were more, than human. Hark! 


Again 
0 honor d friews,. no adverſe TO ſtreams 
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In fight. No ſhout proclaims the Perſian freed 


From his late terror. Deeper let us nge 
In this myſterious dwelling of the nymphs, 205 
; Whoſe voices charm its gloom. .In ſmiles rejoin 'd 
Diomedon. I ſee thy ſoul enthrall'd. 

Me thou wouldſt rank amon 8 the unletter'd rout 
Of yon Barbarians, ſhould T preſs thy ſtay. 

Time favors too. Till Agis be return'd, 210 


We cannot act. Indulge thy eager ſearch, 
Here will I wait, a centinel unmov'd, 

To watch thy coming. In exploring haſte 
= Tu- impatient Theſpian penetrates the cave. 
He finds it bounded by a ſteep aſcent 2135 
Of rugged ſteps; where down the hollow rock ? 
A modulation clear, diſtin and flow | 
In movement ſolemn from a lyric ſtring, 
Diſſolves the ſtagnant air to ſweet accord 
With thefe ſonorous lays, Celeſtial maids ! 220 

| While, 
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While, from our cliffs contemplating the war, 
We celebrate our heroes, O impart 

| Orphean magic to the pious ſtrain ! 

That from the mountain we may call the groves, 
Swift motion through theſe marble fragments 
< breathe | 225 
To overleap the high CEtzan ridge, 
And cruſh the fell invaders of our peace. 
THE animated hero upward ſprings 

Light, as a kindled vapour, which, confin'd 
In ſubterranean cavities, at length : 230 
Pervading, rives the ſurface to enlarge 
The long-impriſon'd flame. Aſcending ſoon, | 
He ſees, he ſtands abaſh'd, then rev'rent kneels, 


An aged temple with infculptur'd forms 
Of Jove's harmonious daughters, and a train 235 
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| Of nine bright virgins, round their prieſteſs rang 'd, 
Who ſtood in awful majeſty, receive 
| His unexpected feet. The ſong is huſh'd. - 
The meaſ ar'd movement on the lyric chord 
In faint vibration dies. The prieſteſs ſage, 240 
Whoſe elevated port and aſpect roſe | 
To more, than mortal dignity, her lyre | 
Conſigning cracefu] to attendant hands, 
Looks with reproof. The looſe, uncover'd bale 
Shades his inclining forehead ;' while a fluſh 245 
Of modeſt crimſon dyes his youtliful cheek, 
Her penſive viſage ſoftens to a ſmile 


On worth ſo blooming, which ſhe thus accoſts, 


I $HOULD reprove thee, inadvertent youth, 
Who through the ſole acceſs, by nature left 250 
To this pure manſion, with intruding ſteps 
Poſt interrupt our lays, But rife, Thy ſword 
„„ Perhape 
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Perhaps embelliſh'd that triumphant ſcene, 
Which wak'd theſe harps to celebrating notes. 
What is the impreſs on thy warlike ſhield? 255 


A GOLDEN eagle on my ſhield I bear, 
Still bending low, he anſwers. She purſues. 
ART thou poſſeſſor of that glorious orb, 
By me diſtinguiſh'd in the late defeat 
Of Aſia, driv'n before thee ? Speak thy name. 260 
Who is thy fire ? Where lies thy native ſeat? 


| Com'ſt thou for glory to this fatal ſpot, 


Or from Barbarian vielence to guard 


A parent's age, a ſpouſe, and tender babes, 


Who call thee father? Humbly he again. 265 


I am of Theſpia, Dithyrambus nam'd, 
The ſon of Harmatides, Snatch'd by fate, | 


He 


. 


- 
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He to his brother, and my ſroond ſire, 


Demophilus, .conſign'd me. Theſpia's ſons 


By him are led. His dictates I obey, 270 


Him to reſemble ſtrive. No infant voice 


Calls me a father, To the nuptial vow _ 
I am a ſtranger, and among the Greeks 


The leaſt entitled to thy partial praiſe, 


None more entitled, interpos'd the dame. 275 
Deſerving hero! thy demeanour ſpeaks, 
It juſtifies the fame, ſo widely ſpread, 
Of Harmatides* heir, O grace and pride 
Of that fair city, which the Muſes love, 
Thee an accepted viſitant I hail * 280 
In this their ancient temple. Thou fhalt view 
Their ſacred haunts. Deſcending from the dome, 
She thus purſues. Firſt know, my youthful hours 
Were exercis'd in knowledge. Homer's Muſe 

To 
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Conducted, cities, manners, men I ſaw, 


22 _LEONIDAS. Book VI. || Be 
'To daily meditation won my foul, 285 

With my young ſpirit mix'd undying ſparks | 
Of her own rapture. By a father ſage 


Their inſtitutes and cuſtoms, I return d. 
The voice of Locris call'd me to fuſtain 290 1 
The holy function here. Now throw thy ſight T 
| Acroſs that meadow, whoſe enliven'd blades BL 


— 


Wave in the breeze, and gliſten in the ſun 


Behind the hoary fane. My bleating train 


R 
H 
Are nouriſh'd there, a ſpot of plenty, ſpar'd 295 C 
From this ſurrounding wilderneſs, Remark 0 
That fluid mirror, edg'd by ſhrubs and flow'rs, ||| \ 
Shrubs of my culture, flow'rs, by Iris dreſs'd, <a 
Nor paſs that ſmiling concave in the hill, 
Whoſe pointed crags are ſoften'd to the fight 300 
By figs and grapes. She pauſes ; while around | 
His eye, delighted, roves, in more delight 


Soon 
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Soon to the. ſpot returning, where ſhe ſtood 

A deity i in ſemblance, o'er the place | 

Preſiding awful, as Minerva wiſe, 305 


Auguſt like Juno, like Diana pure, 


But not more pure, than fair. The beauteous lake; | 


an. a 7 


4 The pines widechranching, falls of water clear, 


— 


The multifarious glow on Flora's lap 


od 
9 
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Pp 7 2 
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Loſe all attraction, as her gracious lips 310 


Reſume their tale, In ſolitude remote 
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Here I have dwelt contemplative, ſerene. 
J Oft through the rocks reſponſive to my how, 
Oft to th' Amphictyons in aſſemby full, | 


; 
_— 
4 N. 


When at this ſhrine their annual vows they 
WW 315 

In meaſur'd declamation J repeat — 
) The praiſe of Greece, her liberty and laws. TT 
From me the hinds, who tend their wand'ring goats 

In theſe rude purlieus, modulate their pipes 


' 3 To 
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To ſmoother cadence. Juſtice from my tongue 320 | 


Diſſentions calms, which ev'n in deſerts rend J 
"Ew unquiet heart of man. Now furious war 
My careful thoughts engages, which delight : 
To help the free, th' oppreſſor to confound, : 
Thy feet auſpicious fortune hither brings. 325 | * 
In thee a noble meſſenger I find. i 
Go, in theſe words Leonidas addreſs. ; 
cc Meliſſa, vriefteſs of the tuneful nine, 
6 By their beheſts invites thy honor'd feet 
To her divine abode. Thee, firſt of Greeks, 3 30 4 
208” To conference of =__ import ſhe calls,” \ 
F 
Tir obedient Theſpian down the holy cave ; 
Returns. His ſwiftneſs ſuddenly prevents . 
His friend's impatience, who (utes him thus. 
If 


Let 


F 


ET 


Len - adventure be hereafter told” | 335 


| Lok vonder. Freſh battalions from the camp 


File through the Phocian barrier to conftrut 


Another phalanx, moving tow'r of war, 


Which ſcorns the ſtrength of Aſia. Let us arm; 


That, ready ftation'd in the glorious van, 340 


We may ſecure permiſſion from the king 


There to continue, and renew the fight. 


THAT inſtant brings Megiſtias near the grot. 


To Sparta's phalanx his paternal hand 


Was leading Menalippus. Not unheard | 345 | 


By Dithyrambus in their flow approach, | 
The father warns a young and lib'ral mind. 


- 


SPRUNG from a diſtant boundary of Greece, 


A foreigner in. Sparta, cheriſh'd there, 


Inſtructed, honor'd, nor unworthy held 350 
3 4 35 8 553 
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To fight for a in her line , 1 is 
Of diſcipline and valour, lo] my ſon, 

The hour is come to prove thy gen' rous heart: 
That in thy hand, nat ill-entruſted, - ſhine. 


The ſpear and buckler to maintain the cauſe 358 


Of thy protectreſs. Let thy mind recal 
Leonidas, On yonder bulwark plac'd, 
He overlooks the battle ; he diſcerns 


The bold and fearful. May the gods, I Wn 


Grant me to hear "POP approve 360 
My * No other boon my age implores. | 
Tk augur paus'd. The animated cheek + 


Of Menalippus glows. His eager look 


| Demands the fight. This A the tender ſire, 


Who then with mojſten'd eyes. Remember too, 36 5 


A father ſees thy danger. Oh ! my child, 


To me thy honor, as to thee, i is dear; 


\ p 


Book VI. LEONIDAS. 217 


| Yet court not death, By ev'ry filial tie, 
By all my fondneſs, all my cares I ſue ! 
Amid the conflict, or the warm purſuit — 370 
Still by the wiſe Dieneces abide. 5 
His prudent valour knows th' unerring paths 
Of glory. He admits thee to his ſide, 

He will direct thy ardour. _ Go--e-T hey part, 


Mec1sTIAs, turning, is accoſted thus 375 
By Dithyrambus. Venerable ſeer, 
So may that ſon, whoſe metit I eſteem, 
Whoſe Precious head in peril 1 would die | 
To guard, return in triumph to thy breaſt, 
As thou deliver'ſt to Laconia's king ; 380 
A high and ſolemn meſſage, While anew 
The line is forming, from th' embattled field 


I muſt not tray, uncall'd, A ſacred charge 


Through ous lips will beſt approach the king. 
Vol. 3 L TüER 
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Tre Acarnanian in ſuſpence remains 385 


And fence. Dithyrambus quick relates 
Meliſſa's words, deſcribes the holy grot, 
Then quits th' inſtructed augur, and attends 
Diomedon's loud call. That fervid chief 


— - 


Was reaſſuming his diſtinguiſh'd arms, 390. 


Which, as a ſplendid recompenſe, he bore 


From grateful Athens, for achievements bold; 


When he with brave Miltiades redeem'd 


He: domes from Aſian flames. The ſculptur'd helm 


Inclos'd his manly temples. From on high 395 | 
A four-fold plumage nodded ; while ppg] 


A golden dragon with effulgent ſeales, 
Itſelf the creſt, ſhot terror. On his arm 


o 


He brac'd his buckler. Bord'ring on the rim, 


Gorgonian ſerpents twin'd. Within, the form 400 


Of Pallas, martial goddeſs, was emboſs'd. 


Low, as her feet, the graceful tunic flow'd. 


" 1 Betwixt 


O 


q* 
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| Betwixt two gryffins on her helmet fat 


A ſphynx with wings expanded ; while the face 
Of dire Meduſa on her breaſtplate frown'd. 405 


One hand ſupports a javelin, which confounds 


The pride of kings. The other leads along 


A blooming virgin, Victory, whoſe brow 


A wreath encircles. Laurels ſhe preſents ; 


But from her ſhoulders all her plumes were 

horn, 410 
In favor'd Athens ever now to wy 
This dread of Aſia on his mighty a arm 


Diomedon uprear'd, He ſnatch'd his lance, 


Then ſpake to Dithyrambus. See, my friend, 


Alone of all the Grecians, who ſuſtain'd 415 


The former onſet, inexhauſted ſtand 


Platza's ſons, They well may keep the field, 
Who with en nerves endur'd that day, 


Which ſaw ten myriads of Barbarians driv'n 


4s v4 Back 
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Back to their ſhips, and Athens left ſecure. 420 
Charge in our line, Amid the foremoſt rank 


Thy valour ſhall be plac'd to ſhare command, 


3 And ev'ry honor with Platza's chief, 


. 
— . = 


% 


HE ſaid no more, but tow'rds the Grecian van 


Impetuous, ardent ſtrode. Nor flow behind 425 
The pride of Theſpia, Dithyrambus moy'd 


Like youthful Hermes in celeſtial arms ; 


3 — —— 


When li ghtly graceful with his feather'd feet 


— 


Along Scamander's flow'ry verge he paſs'd 


To aid th' incens'd divinities of Greece 430 
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Againſt the Phrygian tow'rs. Their eager haſte 


Soon brings the heroes to th' embattling ranks, 


Whom thus the brave Diomedon exhorts. 


Nor to contend, but vanquiſh are ye come. 


Here in the blood of fugitives your ſpears 4 3 5 


/ 
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Shall, unoppos'd, be ſtain'd. My valiant friends, 


But chief, ye men of Sparta, view that ſpace, 


Where from the Malian gulph more diſtant riſe 


Th' CEtzan rocks, and leſs confine the ſtreights. 
There if we range, extendin g wide our front, 440 


An ampler ſcope to havoc will be giv'n. 


To him Dieneces. Platzan friend, 


Well doſt thou counſe]. On that widening ground 


Cloſe to the mountain place thy vet'ran files. 
Proportion'd numbers from thy right ſhall. 
n e 
Quite to the ſhore in phalanx deep like thine. 
The 8 partans wedg'd in this contracted part 


Will I contain. Behind me Alpheus waits 
With lighter bodies. Further back the line 


Of Locris forms a ſtrong reſerve, He ſaid, 450 
The diff rent bands, confiding in his ſkill, 
L 3 Move 
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Move on ſucceſſive, The Platæans firſt 

Againſt the hill are ſtation'd. In their van 

Is Dithyrambus rank' d. Triumphant joy 
Diſtends their boſoms, ſparkles in their eyes. 455 


3 | BLzss'D be the great Diomedon, they ſhout, 
i Who brings another hero to our line. | 
Hail Dithyrambus. Hail [| illuſtrious youth, 
Had tender age permitted, thou hadſt gain d 
An y palm at Marathon. His poſt | 460 
He takes. His gladneſs bluſhes on his cheek 
Amid the foremoſt rank. . him croud . 


1 The long-try'd warriors. Their unnumber'd ſcars 
= Diſcov'ring, they in ample phraſe recount 


Their various dangers. He their wounds ſurveys 46 5 


In veneration, nor diſdains to hear 


The oft-repeated tale. From Sparta's king 


1 : Return'd, the gracious Agis theſe addrefs'd. 


LEONI- 
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LxXONI DAs ſalutes Platæa's chief 


And Dithyrambus. To your [words he grants 470 


A further effort with Platza's band, 
If yet by toil unconquer'd----but F fee, © 


That all, unyielding, court the promis'd fight, 


Hail! glorious veterans. This ſignal day 


oy your victorious arms augment the wreaths 475 


Around your venerable heads, and grace 


Thermopylæ with Marathonian fame. 


Tus ſaid, he haſtens back. Mean time advance 
The Mantinean, Diophantus brave, 


Then Hegeſander, Tegea's dauntleſs chief, 480 


Who near Diomedon in equal range 
Erect their ſtandards. Next the Thebans form. 
Alemæon, bold Eupalamus ſuceeed 


With their Senn and Phliaſian bands, 


Laſt on the Malian ſhore Mycenzzs youth 485 
| Ariſto- 
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Ariſtobulus draws. From CEta's fide 

Down to the bay in ; well-connedted length | 

Each gleaming rank contains a hundred ſpears, 

While twenty bucklers ev'ry file condenſe. 

A ſure ſupport, Dieneces behind 490 
Arrays the Spartans. Godlike Agis here, 

T here Menalippus by their leader ſtand 

Two bulwarks. Breathing ardour in the rear, 

The words of Al pheus fan the growing flame 

Of expectation through his light-arm'd force ; z 49 5 
While Polydorus preſent in his thoughts 


To vengeance ſharpens his indignant foul. 


No foe is ſeen. No diſtant ſhout is heard. 


| T his pauſe of action mm choſe, 


The ſolemn ſcene on CEta to his friend 500 


* 


He open'd large; ; portray'd Meliſſa's form, 
Reveal'd her mandate; When Platza's chief. 


sven 
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SUCH elevation of a female mind 
Beſpeaks Meliſſa worthy to obtain 7 
bis © conference, ſhe aſks, Thiswond'rous dame 505 
5 Amid her hymns conceives ſome lofty thought 

To make theſe ſlaves, who loiter in their camp, ; 
Dread ev'n our women. But, my gentle friend, 
Say, Dithyrambus, whom the liquid ſpell 
Of ſong enchants, ſhould a the gods, 510 

Who form'd me cold to muſic's pleaſing pow'r? 
Or ſhould I thank them, that the ſoft'ning charm 
Of found, or numbers neꝰer diffoly'd my ſoul ? 
Vet 1 confeſs, thy valour breaks that charm, | 


Which may enrapture, not unman thy bread, 515 


To whom his friend. Doth he, whoſe lays record 
The woes of Priam, and the Grecian fame, 
Doth he diſſolve thy ſpirit ? Yet he flows 
In all the ſweetneſs, harmony can breathe. 


No 
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| No by the gods, Diomedon rejoins. 520 

I feel that mighty muſe, 1 ſee the car | 

Of fierce Achilles, ſee — wheels 


3 O'er heroes driv'n, and clotted with their gore. : 
; iz N Another too demands my ſouls eſteem, 
| Brave Aſchylus of Athens. I have ſeen 52.5 


His muſe begirt by F uries, while ſhe ſwell'd 


Her tragic numbers. Him in equal rage 


„ 
K* * 
; 


His country's foes eerwhelming 1 beheld 
At Marathon, If Phoebus would diffuſe 
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Such fire through ev'ry bard, the tuneful band 530 

| Might in themſelves find heroes for their ſongs, | 

| But, ſon of Harmatides, lift thine eye 1 
. To yonder point, remoteſt i in the bay. 

| Thoſe ſeeming clouds, which o'er the billows fleet 


Succeſſive round the jutting land, are fails, 53 5 
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Th' Athenian pendant haſtens to ſalute 
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Leonidas. O Aſchylus, my friend, 
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Firſt in the train of Phcebus, and of Mars, 
Be thou on board Swift-bounding or the waves, 
Come and be witneſs to heroic deeds 540 
Brace thy ſtrong harp with loftier-ſounding chords 
To celebrate this battle | Fall, who may; 1 
But if they fall with honor, let their names 
Round Kies * in thy numbers ring, 


And joy, not grief, accompany the ſong. 545 
ConvERsING thus, their courage they beguil'd, 


Which elſe impatient of inactive hours 


At long-ſuſpended glory had repin'd. 


E ND of the inen Book. 
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